Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



Lbi?ox Library 




W7tt, 




J 



e^.' 



- J • . . 



• "nil vTff Yoni: 

PUBLIC LIBriARY 

ASTf^^. LENOX AND | 

'-■ - J 

.III II 'i ^~^— — — ^^»— jpi »»il^i»wi I 1 1 »mf 



<■** 

%>' 



'. f 



1 !■ 




THE 



LAY S 

• \ 



r. - OP 



LLIAM SHAKSPEARE, *• 



AOCmiATllIiT FHZVTXS TBOM 



aE TEXT OF MR. SJEEVEN'S ^ 'U^iT* 



,.:- 



. ^ WITH 

A SEX.ECTIOK 

OF 

; MOST iMfORTANT NOTES. 



VOUPMB Itt 



•^ 



'-.J cmixTAtirtita 



jmiCff 4D0 ABOUT NOXmNG. 




k- ■ 

' ' LEIFSIoiK: 

■ ■"■■i. 

[•£2> ¥OA OKHHAKB 1ZAI8CBSA TIUS YOVNOISn 



» 8 o 5 



■ <»-*. 



i 




LTCH ADO ABOUT NOTIHNG. 



PERSONS REPRESENTED. 

t Fcdro, Prince of Arragon. 

I John , his hatstard brother* 

idioy a young Lord of Floreticej flavouriia to^ 

Don Pedro, 
cdicky a young Lord of JPadua, favoured like* 

wise by Don Pedro. 
iiatOy Governor of Messiiia. 
ouio, his brother. 
haziVr servant to Don Tedro, 

A ' f followers of Don John. 

• "J* y two- foolish officers, 

Sfsxton, * 

Friar,' 

Bo/. ^ 

o, daugjiter to Lconato. 
trice, niece to Lcoiiato. 

^. ' > gentlewomen attending on Hero. 

Udessengert ^ Watch ^ and Attendants, 
SCENE, Messiiia. 
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ACT I. 



SCENE L 



"Before liZroKATO*6 House, 

BttUr Leonato, Hei1o« BsATRicEy and,0t7iers 

with a Messenger. 

Leon, I l«arn in this letter, that E^on Pedro ol 
Arra^oii comes thii night to Messina. 

Dleis, He is. ycvy near hy this; he vras noi 
three lo.igncs off when I left him. 

Zieon, How many gentlemen have jou lost in 
this accionif 

]}/Iess, But few of any sort, and none of naxtie« 

Leon, A victory is twice itself, when.' the at- 
chiever brings home fnll nnmbers. I find here, 
that Don Pedro hath bestowed mnch honour on 
a young Florentine, called CUitdio. 

JMess, Much deserved on his part, and equally 
rcmemh'cT'd by Doh Pedro ; He hath borne himself 
beyond the promise of his age,: doing, in the 
figure of a lamb, the feats of a lion: he hath, 
indeed, better better'd expectation, than you taxxat 
expect of me to tell* you how, 

Leon, He hath an uncle here in. Messina will 
be very much glad of it. 

JMess, I have already dclireTcd him letters, and 
there appears much joy iu hiui, even $o much« 
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nhmt joy could not show itself ikiode«r enough^ 
:Without ft Lad^c' of bitterness. 

Leon, Did he break out iiito tears? 

Mets, In gteat measure. 

Leon. A, hiiid overflow of kindness : There »ftf 
no faces triier than those that are so washed. 
How much better is it to weep at joy, than to^ 
joy at Weeping? • -. . 

Seat. I pray yoii> is Signior Montanto returned 
from ihe w^ars, or no? 

•fWTtfj/. I kiTow^ none of that namef Lady; there 
vra» lione sneh in the army of any port. 

Leon, What is he that you ask for, niece? 
•Hero, My cousin means Sigiilor Benedick of Padua. 

3tlfiss, O, he is returned ; and as plcasaut as ever 
he was* 

^ Beat, He set up his bills here in Messina « and 
clralicngci Cii^fd it the flight:- and ray imclc's 
foolv rcifdiiig the chalLenge* subscribed for CupidV 
ah4 challeugcd him, ;it the bird -bolt. — I pray 
3rou, how many hath hc-ltilled and eaten in these 
wars? But how many hath he killed? for, indeed^ 
I promised to eat all of his killing. 

t*eon. Faith, niece, you tax Siguier' BeneJick 
tod much; but he'll be meet witU^you, I doubt 
it. not. 

^ JMes*. He hath done g;ood serrice. Lady, in these 
w:jri«. 

Beat, You had milsty vicmal, and he hath 
hplp to eat it : he is a very valiant tTeiicUer*maii, 
he hath an excellent stomach, 

iVffiv. And \ good soldier too, Lady, « 

Beai, A<id a good soldier to a lady; — • But 
what it he to a lord ? . 

iVIess, A lord to a lord, a man to a 
stiiiTed with aU ii^«iouraA>le Tirtufs* • 
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Beat, It is 90*9 indeed ; he is no less than k 
stiiiTed manr but for the 8tufiin§;, -^- AVell, we 
are aU xnoYtal. * 

Liofi, Tou xnttst not, Sir, nmtakc ray niece: 
there 19 a kind of merry war betwixt Siguior Be- • 
nedicli and h^r: they never meet, but there is a 
sXirmish of wit be i ween thei^. > 

JBtfa/. Alas > he gets ifothing ]by that. In our 
last conflict, foour of his five wits went halting 
off, an^ now is the whole man govorncd w^ith 
tJiW-i so that if lite have wit euongh to keep him- 
self warm, let him bear it for a difference bet w^ccii 
himself and his hor^e; for it is all the wealth he 
kattt left , to be hnowii a reasonable creature. — 
"Wl^o is his companion now? Il« hath every 
month a new sworn brother, - 

Tales f. Is it possible? 

Beat, Very . easily possible : he wears his faith. * 
\mt as the i'ashlon of his hat , . it ever changes 
with the ne^ct block. ' > 

D/Iesi. I see. Lady, the g^entleman is not in your 
books. 

Beat, Noi an he were, I would bum ray study. 
IVnt,' 1 pray you» *who as his companioii ? Is there 
no young squarer now, that will make. a voyage 
"wiih him to the devil ? 

"IVJtf/j. He is most in the c-o^mpany of the right 
noble Claudio. 

Beati O Lord! he will hang upon him. like a 

4diiease : he is tw>pner caught than the pestilence, 

and th'fe taker runs presently mad. God help the 

nnrble Claudio ! if he have caught the Benedick, it 

' '^W^U-jCQST hiir^ a thousand pounds ere he* be cured* 

Mets. 1 will. hold friends' wii. you. Lady, 
• Beat,'t)6t good friend. • _ ^ 

JLeorip Tou will never run mad| niece. 
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Beat* Ket net rill a hot January*. 
JMess. Don Fcdro is approach'd. 

Enter Do*i Fedilo, attended by BAiiTTfAZAii aruf 
others; Don John, CijAL'dio, aari L£N£Dick. 

D. Pedro. <3dod Sigiuor Lcouato, you arc come 
to meet your trouble : the fashion of the \Toxld 
is ID avoid cost, and yon eiicoTui;cr it. 

L^it, Never came treuMe to my house in the 
likeness of your Grace : for trouble being; gone, 
comfort should remain ; but, -V7hcn' you dfpart from 
znc, sorrow abides, and happiness takes i^is' leave. 

D, Podro, You embrace your charge too ■will- 
ingply. — • I think, this is your daughter.. 

Leon, Her mother haih many times told me so. 

Hene, "Were you in doubt. Sir, that youask'd her? 

Lteon, Signior Benedick, no, fox then were you 
a child. 

!b. Pedro, You have it full. Benedick: we may 
guess by this what you are, behig a man. Truly, 
the lady fathers herself; — Be happy, Lady! £or 
you are lilce an honourable father. 

Bene, if Siguier Ijeonato be her father, 
»he would not have his head on her shoulJeis, 
for all Hfessiua, as like him as she is. 

Beat. .1 wonder that you will still be talking, 
SigiiioT Benedick; no body marks you. 

Bene, What, my dear Lady Disdain! arc you 
yet living? 

Beat. It it possible, disdain should die., while 
she halh such meet food to feed it, as Siguier 
Benedick i Court es-y itself must couvcic to disdain* 
if ybu come in her presciicc. 

Bene. Then is courtesy a turn- coat r — But it 
ia certain, I am loved of all ladles, only you 
excepted: and 1 would I i;ould hud in my heart 
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that 1 had not a hard heart; for, truly » -I 'love 
none. 

Heat. A dear happiness to women; they iroiild 
else have been troubled with a pernicions giiitor. 
I thank God» and my cold blood, I am of your 
homotiT for that ; I had rather hear my dog bark 
at a crow 9 than a man swear he |oves rae. | 

Bene, God keep your L;)dy!:liip still in that 
mind! to aome gemlemau or oilier shall 'sca^e a 
predctitinate ?cr;|tchcd ficc. v 

Beat. Scratching could not make, it worse « » ua 
•iwere such a far* a* yours "were. 

Bene* Well, you arc a rare parrot - teacher. 

Beat, A bird of my toiigue, ia better thaua 
« beast of yc»urs. 

Bene, 1 would, my horse had the speed of your 
tongue; and-fo go^d a contiuuer; B.iLt keep your 
Irvay o' God's name; I have done. • • 

Beat,' You always end with a Jade's trick; I 
know yon of old. ► 

D. Pedro, Tliis is the sura of all: Leonato* — • 
Si^nior Claudio» And Signior Benedick, ■— my dear 
frieud Leonaio, hath invi^d you all. I tell him, . 
w^e shall stay here at th« least a mouth; and^ he 
heartily prays, some occasion may detain its long- 
er : I d»-e »wear ht; - is . no hypocrite , but prap 
from hi; heart. 
' l^on. If yo« swear, my Lord, yon shall not 
, be forsworn. — Let rae bid yoti w^elcome, my 
Lord: being reconciled to the Prince your brother, 
I ow^e you all 4aty. 

D. John. I thank yott: I am not of many 
irv*ord«, but I think you. 

Jueon. Plcafe it your Grace lead on? 

D. Pedro. Yotir hand , Leonato ; we will f;o to- 
gether, [lixeutii all but Bsn£dzck and Ci. audio. 
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• Qlaud, BcntHlick, didst thou note the danghter 
■ OCS^iior licouato? 

Bene. I noted hi-r not; but I loolicd on her.,- 

CliBiid, Is she not a modest youii§; ladjr? 

Beji0» Do you question met- as an honest man 
•houid do» for iny simple true judgement? or would 
^ou have jue speak a cer my custom , as being a 
professed tyrant to th^^ sex? 

Claudm HOt X pray thee, speak in .sober Judge- 
ment. 

Bene, "VO^Yf i'faith» methiiiks she is too low for 
a high praise; too brown for a fair praise, and 
too little for a great praise : only this commendation I 
can aiTord her; th^t were she other than she^iSy she 
were unhandsome; and hcing no other but as she 
is* I do not like her. 

Claud, Thou thinkestt ' am in sport; I pray 
thre, tell me truly how thou likejit her. 

Bene, AVoiild you buy her, that you inquire 
after., her? 

Claud. Can the world buy such a jewel? 

Bene. Yea, and a case to put it into. But 
•peak you this with a sad brow? or .dp yon play 
the Aouting Jack ; to tell us Cupid is a good hare 
finder, and Vulcan a rare carpenter? Come, in 
what key shall a man take you, to go in the 
song ? 

- Claud. In mine 'eye, she is the sweet?st*lady 
that ever I looked on. 

Bene- I can see yet without spectacles, and I 
see no such matter i there's her cousin, an she 
were not possessed "with a fury, exceeds her as 
miich in beauty, as the first. of May doth the last 
•f December. But I hope, you have no iiuent 
to turn husband; have you? 
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Sena, Aaxd., by my two faiths and troths > mj 
Liovd > I spolM muie. 

Claud. That I lovfe her, I feel; 

X>. F«iro. That shr is -worthy, I Know. 

■Mvne, That I n^ith^f feel how. she should be 
lx>vedt nor know how she should be;' worthy, is 
the opinion that fire cannot mek out of me; I 
"wiU die ill it at the staked. . , 

ly. Pedro, Thou wa9t ever an obstinate heretick^ 
in the despite of beauty. ^ ' 

'C/a»<<. And never could maintain his party but 
in the force of his "will, 

Setie: That a worann conceived die, I thank 
her ; that she brought me up, I likewise give hct 
most humble thanks: but that I will have a 
recheat winded in my forehead, or hang my bugle 
in zA inviiiblc baldtick, all women sh^il par'doa 
vie I Because I will' not do them ^he wrong to 
mismut any, I -will do myself the right 'lo nrust 
/none ; and the fine is , (for the -which -l may go 
the finer,) I will live a bachelor. ," 

D, Pedj^o. I shall see thee^ ere I die, look pale 
wiih Idve, 

Bene. With anger, wiih sickness, or with hun- 
ger,' my I^ord; not with lovei prove, that ever I 
lose mdre blood with love, than I will get again 
with drinkbkg, pick out my eyes w^iih a ballad- 
maker's pen, and hang me np at the door of a 
brothel- house, ^for the si^n of bliud Cupid. 

D,' Pedro. IVeU, if ever thou dost fall from 
this faith, thou wilt prove a notable argiuneut. 
• Bene. If X do» hang me in a bottle like a cat, ^ 
and shoot, at me; and he that hits me, let him be 
clapped oik the shoulder , and called Adam.^ 

X). P^dre\ ^eil, as time shall try: 
In iiiH(9 thfi itma^e hull doth kecur thfi jf^he. ^ 
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Bene, The narage bull may; but if 
fensible Benedick bear it, pluck off tl^se L»i 
homsiy and set ilitm in my forcbead : and Ic*^ 
be Tilely painted ; and in such gjcat letter^ 
thcj write, Hert is good hone io hire, let«%:;^ 
signify under my sign, — Here you may ite ^ 
nediek the 'married man, 

Claud, If this 'should ever happen » X^e 
would'st be horn-mad. 

D, tPedro, Nay, if Cupid have not spent all hii 
quiver in Venice, thou wilt quake for this 
shortly. 

Bene. I look for an earthquake too then. 

J3. Pedro, "VV'ell, you will temporize -with the 
hours. In the mean time, good Signior Bcncdicki 
repair to Leonato's ; commend me to him , and 
tell him I will not f^il him at supper; for; iudecdi 
h^ hath .made great preparation. 

'Ben>. I have almost matter enough in me -f o 
luch an embassage; and so I commit you — 

Claud. To tlie tuition of God : From my how 
(if I had it,) — 

D. redro. The sixth of July: Your loT 
Iciendf Benedick. 

Bene, Nay, mock not, mock not; The bod; 
yoiu: discouriie^ is sometime guarxicd with fragm 
and the guards arc but flightiy baited on nei 
ere you flout old cuds any fiirtlicr. examine 
conscience; and iO I leave you. [Exi/ Bbxoe 

Claud, My liege > your Higluiess now m 
me good. 

Z>. Pedro* My love is thine to teach 

it but how. 
And thou shalt see how^ apt it is to leant 
Any hard lessen that may do thee gOod. 

Claud. Hath Lconato auy sou, my Ia: 
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jD. ^Fedro, No child "but Hero , shc*s hit only 
■ • heir: 

Dost tbou affect her Claudio? 

Claud. O my Lord* 
'VV'^hoi yoii went OH'ward on this ended actioiif 
I looX'd upon her wiih a soldier's eyr^ 
That iili'd, Liit.had a rougher task in hand 
Thau to drive lilting to the name of love : 
But noTV I am returned, and that -war-ihonghti 
Have left their places vacant, in their rooms 
Come thronging soft and delicate desires, 
All prompting me bo'W fair young Hero is, 
Saying » I liK'd her ere I 'W'cnt to wars. 

D. Vedron Thou wilt he like a lover pre.^emly^ 
And tire the iiearer with a book of words : 
If thou do«t love fair Hero, cheri»h it: 
And I -will break w^ith her, and with her father. 
And thou Khalt have her: Was't not to this end. 
That tkon begau'st to twi«t so fine a story? 

Claud. How sweetly do you minister to loycy 
That Know love'9 grief by his complexion! 
But lest my liking might too sudden scem» 
i "wonld have salv'd it with a longer treatise. 
Z), Pedro. What need the bridge much broader 

than the Hood? 
Tb€ 'fairest grant is the neces^iity : 
Look, what will serve, is fit: 'tis once, thou 

lov'st; 
And I will fit thee with the remedy. 
I know* w^e shall have revelling to-night; 
I will assume thy part in some di5gui«e, • 

And tell fair Hero I am Claudio i 
And in her bosom I'll unclasp my heart» 
And take her hearing prisoner with the force 
And strong encounter of my amorous talc: 
Xhcn, alter, to her father will 1 break. 
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Andf tlie conclusion i!i» she shall be thine s 
■In practice let us put it presently. lExeto 

S C B N fe II. 
'ji Hoom in Lxonato's House, 

Mater Lxoxato and Aktokzo. 

Leon, How now* brother? Where is my- cow 
your son? JIath he provided this miisick? 

Ant, He is very bits/ about it. But, broth 
J can tell you strange news tbat you yet dreaa 
not of. ■ 

Leon. Are they good! 

jint. As the event stamps them; but they h? 
m good oovcT, they show "well outward. T 
IPrince and Goiuit Claudio, walkiug in a thic 
pleaghird alley in my orchard, were thus qni 
overheard by a man of mine : The Prince dis 
Vered.to Ciaudio, that he loved my niece y 
idaughtcrt and meant to ackiiowledge it this n 
in a daijLCe* and» if he found her accordant j 
Mtuuit to take the pzefent time by the top, 
iasuntly break with you of it. 

Leon. Hath, the fellow any wit, that told 
this*. • 

Ant. A good sharp fellow; I will send foi 
and queAiiott him yourself. 

Zitffltn* No* no; we will hold it as a drea- 
it appear itself; ^-^ but I will acquaint my da 
withal, that she may be the better p 
for an answer, if peradvcuture this be tru 
you, and tell her of u., [Several persotu et 
*ia§0,1 Coimns, you know what you 
db« — Of I cry you xnexcy, friend; go .y 
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and I Will itse your skill: Good coniintt 
e a care this buliy' time. . .■ ■* ■'•^jomiu, 

S C E N E IIL 
Another JiooTU in Lz:okato*s Misuse* 

Enter Don John an</ Cotoiade. . 

7o«. "Wliat 4h« gonjere , ? ray ^ord ! why are 
1 thus out of measure If ad f 

D» John. There is wo measiire in. the occasion \ 
t breeds ir, rhetefore the sadness is Wiiboiit limit. 
?<wz. You should hear reason. 
D, John, And "vvhcn I have heard it » . what 
ssing brlngcth it? 

Zon» \i not a present remedy, yet a patient .tuf* 
Jincc. ■ • 

D'. John. I wonder , that dion bein^ (as thoii 
est thou art) bom under Saturn , goest about 
a|>ply.a m^ral medicuie to a mortifying mischief. 
:auuot hide what i am :• I must be sad when I 
re cause, and smile at no man's jests; eat when 
lave' stomach , ' and Wait for vlq man's leisure; 
;p when I am drowsy , and tend on no maja's 
iiucss,: laugh when }. am merry, and claw iio 
Li in his humour. 

Zon. Yea , but yoiv must not jnakc ^le fuU 
»w of tHii, till you' may do it withoiit oontrol- 
at. * You have of late stood out as:ain*!t youar ♦ 
»thery Jind he hath tatn you- newly i^alp his 
cej^ where it is impossible you should take 
e^T5«>t, but by 'the fair weather that you make 
ursclf: it is ncedftil that yoii- frame the seaiou 
your own /harvest. ^. . 

?. J'o^n, I llad rather be a cim^AT m'^LVi;^^*^ 
I a ^ose iA his grace i aiid. ax. \M5XXJet ^Ni^ ta-f 
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lood to be disd<iin*d of all, *thaA td tA»... 

arrriagc to rob love from any : in tlii^ , tboi 
;anuoc Ixu said to be a flattering^ Iionesc mai 
mnst not be denied but I am a plain* dealing 
lain. I am trusted vv^itli a muzzle, and enfranc 
-with a clog: therefore I have decreed not to 
in my cage: IF I had my mouth-, I would 
if I had my liberty » I would do my likiuj? 
the mean time, let me be that I am^ and sevV 
to alter mo. 

Con* Can you mihc no use of your dl«iconi 
Z>. John, I make all lue of it| for* I use it * 
Who comes here i What tiews* Borachio i 

Enter Bohachio. 

Bora, I came yondi.T from a great supper; 
Prince » your .brother, is roy.iUy eatrriain' 
LeouAto; and I can give you intelligence c 
inteudi'd marriage. 

X). John, Will it serve for any model to 
mischief oa^ What is he for a fool, thai be 
hinueif to nnquietnesA ? 

Bora. iVIarry, it is your brotfaer*s ri^ht h 

X). John, Who? the most exqui&iic Clan 

Bora, Bven he. , 

D. John. A proper squire ! And w^ho, ant^ 
which way looks he? 

'Bora, Marry, on* Hero » the daughter r 
of Leouato. 

^X). John* A very fon^'ard March -chich 
came you to this ? 

Bora, Being cntertainM for a perfun? 
inras 'smoking a mu«ty room, comes me t 
and Claudio, hand in hand, in Rad aon 
whi^ me behind the ajrras; and \\vvx 
ifzecd upon, that the Prince shovd^ 






~ "* 



-■r--» 



--«- ar,* « 



^•ar 






--^-:-;t. rj 







tfUCH ADO ABOUT NOrHINQ, 

Then hal6 Signior Benedick's tong^ue in i^^ 

hn's mouth, and Iialf Coiiuc John's j,^ 

y ill Signior Benediclt's face, — i, ^ 

Vitli a good leg, and a good foot, uncle^ li^. 

y enough in his purse, such a man will ^^-^ 

pvomart in the ^vorid, — if hp could get j-, 
will. 

5y ray troth', niece, thou -wilt never 
isband, if ^thou he so shrewd 
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1 faith, she is too cnrst. 
Too curst is more than curst: I shall 

d's sending tliat way : for it is said, God i_^ 

curst cow short horns i hut to a coW ;^f.-i 

he sends none. "^^^ 

So, by being too curst, God will send ^^^^^ 

ICTUS. ^ -,,.. 

ust, if he scud me no husband; for the ^^^_ 
Leasing, I am at him upon my luices ir^ .^ 
L'niiig and (evening: Lord! I could not -^\^^ 

husband with a beard on his facei I ^^ 
T lie in the woollen. ie t 

You may light upon a husband « thtf rj 
3 card. • 

What should I do with him? dress him ^ 
parel, and make him my waiting geiiLe* 

He that hath a beard, is more thaa a 
tid he that hath no beard, is less than f 

he that is more than a youth, is not V 
he that is less than a man, I am not 
refore I will even take six-pence iiiea* 
ar-herd, and lead his apes into hf 
\VeU theu, go you into hell? 
Ko » but to ^ the gate: and there " 
t me, like an old cuckold, w~' 
Mdf aud Jtay, Ggt you^to K 
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hope M ite you one iif 

a/Ike men oi tome otber 



' be in the musichi coiisiit, 
I good time: if the friuce 
him, thne U a mcaHire in 



ml haily, like a Scoick J^c, 
1) the wedding, .manueiljr- 
: full of tOtn and aucicun/i 
Eii^iice, and, -vrith liii ,bid 
:iuqne-pace faster and fiscei, 
grave. 
appichend patiiug itirevrdif. 



JBfiaf.' I have a f^ood eye, iiiicle; i i. 

chiircU by day - li^hx. 

Leon^ The revcliess «re -enteriiig; brother ^ 
good -TOOXl. 

Enter "Don V%pit9 ^ €T«At^zor Benedick, 
thazaa; T>on JoifN, Bora'chko, MAncAHEf 
sruL^ tind others ^ mask'd^ 

T>» Pedro, Xiady , -will you walk (about 
your friend? 

Hero. So you Tvalk softly, and look €vs 
and say nothing « I am yours for the walk; 
especially, when I walk away. 

JD. Pedro. With me in your company? 

Hero. I may say so, when I please. 

D. Pedro, And when please you to say -i 

Hero. "When I like your favour; for G< 
feud, the lute shoull be like the case ! 
* T), Pedro, My visor is rhilcmon'd roof; ' 
the house is Jove. ♦ 

Hero, "V^'hy, then your visor should be tl: 
. D. Pedro, Sx>eak low, if you spcali love 

l^Takes he: 

Bene. "Well, I would you did like me. 

JVla^ff. So would not I , for your ov 
for I have many ill qualities. 

JSehe^ "Which is one? 

Marg, I say my prayers aloud. 

Bene, I love you the better; the he 
cry, amen. > 

^JMurff, God match me with a gi^od d. 

Jialth, Amen. 

lM.xr^. And God keep him out of 
whfii the dauce is done .' — Answer, c 

liallA, Nq more words; the clerk, is 
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on well AiDugh ; ro>^ "' EiguioT 



i. I 

you 


T)r""he 


wagsline 


of 


your 


ihe 


H. , I CO 

iitvcr do 


uu»Tf«it him. 

him >o iUiwAl,- 
m: Ilcre'i his dry 



1 you tlunk I da not tmovi* 
wiL? Cm viTlue htd^ ilielff 
he :, gracei ■will app«*t , uiA 

tell Die whb told yon tot 



ii Signior Benedick il 

he? 

lie, yoii know him well enoutk. 

never mahe yon Unght 

/ou, whu >9 he? 
he i> the Fiiuce'i iMieri > very 
his gift it iu drriiiiig impo^sililie 

nt iibeiiiiiti delight himi (i>d the 
Hot iu hii iriti l^ut in hi> vil- ' 

th pleiieLli mtu, iiid augers them. 

High at hiin , ud b«t tiim 1 t un 

he Aeeti I would he had board- 



I know tb> 



I'U tetl 



te MUCH ADO ABO^T NOTHING. 

r 

. JS^cU. Dq, do: ne*ll'1>ut: "break a comparison^ W 
two on mei "which, peradveiiuirc , jiot raarVd* oor 
not laiigh'd at» strikes him iuto melancholy ^ and ' 
then there's a partridge* wing saved > for thc'-fbol ^ 
will eat no snppcr that night. [Musick within^ 
We jniist follow the leaders. 
Sene. In every good thing. 
Boat, Nay, if they lead to any ill, I will lea?* 
them at the next turning. 

l^Dance, Then exeunt all hut JDon JosVt 

BoRACHio^ and C1.AVB20. * 
D, John. Snrci my brother is amorous on. Hero* 
«nd hath^ withdrawn her father to break witk 
him. about it: The ladies follow her, and bitt oat 
risor remains. • 

Bora, And' that is Claudio : I know him by 
his bearing. 

D J John, Are not you Signior Benedick? 
C^uii. You know me well; I am he. 
1?. John^ Signior, you are very liear my brotll«f 
in .hi« love i he is enamoured on Hero ; I $txf 
you, dissuade him from her, she is no equal fot 
his births you may do the part o^ an honett 
man in it. 

Qlaiid* How know you he lores. her? 
X>. J&hn» I heard liim ^wear his aJffectio^.. 
. Bora» So did I too; and h« swore he tfoiC 
marry her to-night, 

£). John. Come, let us to the banquet. 

[Exeunt Don John and BoBi 
Claud, Thus answer I in tlw? name of Be- 
But hear the»e ill news with the ears f 

' dio. — 

*Ti3 certain so; — the Prince wooes' for 
FTiendsliip' is constant in all other thb 
Save iu the office aud affiiirs qf love; 
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Faiih mrltcth into blood, 
hourly proof,- 
i FaiBWill ttincfoici Hctq! 



'ill you go nhli mef 

> ibe iitil willsw. about Jovt 
Joiiiit. liVhat fushiou will you 
oil Aliout your neck, like an 

I laiisc wcai it oii« viy> foi th*' 

■OT.r ircro. 

JiLm joy of her. 

It's Fpokcn liks an honctt diov«>, 

•ckf. Silt did yon lluiili, thi 

c stivcd you ibui? 

' you tiTike like the blind man; 
Lt siole your meat, ' and yoU*U 

irill not 1*, I'll Icare you. 

r hurt fowl? Now will he creep 
II, that riy lady Beiirioe should 
I know intl The ITiocc"* looU 
, I Rii iiiidiT that title I bKaupe 



**-* « » %•.%* 



d will of this yoTiiiff lady; aud I offered 
compan^r to a wiLlow^ tree, either to a 
. a garlandt as being foTisal^eii, -or to bind ■ 
a rod, as beiiifi; -worthy to be whipped, 
). Pedro, To b< whipped! AVhdi's his faiilJ 
iene. The Aat tr.iiiit^essioii of a school- 1 
Of being ovcTJoy'd with iindiiiij a bird's i 
iws it his /)oaH>aiiiou> and he steals it. 
I)» Pedro. "Wilt tljou m.ikc a trust a tran 
a? The transgrestion is in the stealer. 
3#n0. Ytt it had not been amiss , the rod 
It made* aiid the garland too; for ti^ gai 
might have worn himself; and the -ro< 
$ht have bestow'd ou. you, who, as I tah 
ire 9iorit his bird's. neft. 
D. Pedro, 1 will but teach them to siagi 
tore them to the owner. 
Ben^, If their singing aiisw^er your sayiiig 
»• faith) you say honestly. » 

D. Pedro, The lady Beatrice hath a quan 
11 ( the gentleman, that danced with heri 



...<i5 near her, s)ie would .iiifect 
.«<e north star. I would not marry ber, 
though she w«re endowed with all that Adara 
had left him before he traif!t^rr9t)*«l-.* ■ sh# would 
have made Hercules have tiirn'd spit i yea, and 
have cleft his clnb to m^ke the Hre too. Come* 
talX not of her; yon shall End*hcr<tho infcroal 
Ate ill good apparel. I would to God, 'some 
Roholar would conjure her; for, certainly, while 
she is here, a man may live as qiii^t in hell, as 
in a sanctuary ; and people siii upon purpose , be- 
cause tbcy wonld go thither ; so , indeed , all 
di«c[uiet, horror,, and perturhaiion follows her. 

Be " enter X^avdzo , and Beat&ics. 

■ D. Fedro» Look,' here she comes. 

Berte* 'V^'^iil your Grace command me any service 
to the world's end? I will go on the Slightest 
crraad now to the Antipodes, that you can devise 
to send me ou ; I will fc*«ch you * *~ 

low from tbe farthest -—" 



S4 MUC^ ADO ABOUT NOTHING. 

Bene, O God, Sir* kere's a dish I love not; 1 
cannot enditxe my lady Tongue. [Exit* 

Zf, Pedro, Come , I^ady • come ; you have "lost 
the heart of SiguioT Bcuedick. 

Beat, Inde/df my Ijord, he lent it mc a whilei 
and I gave him u^c for.it, a 'double heart for bis 
single one: marry/ onr« before-, he won it of nc 
with false, dice, tlierefore your Grace may well 
say 1 have lost it. 

X). Pedro, You have put him down. Lady, yOH 
have put him down.' 

Beat. So I would not he should do me, my 
Lord, lest I should prove the mother of fools. I 
have brought ' Count Claudio, whom you sent me 
to seek. 

D, Pedro, "Why, how now. Count? wherefore 
are you sad? 
daud. Not sad, my Lord. 
Z). Pedro, How then? Sick? 
Claud, Neither, my Lord. 

Beat, The Count is neither sad, nor sick, nor 
merry,* nor well: but civil. Count; civil as an 
orange, and something of that jealous complexion.' 
D, Pedro. Tfaith, Lady, I think your blazon . 
to be trttc; though, I'll be sw^oru, if he be so',..' 
his conceit is false. Here, CLai<iio, I have N/vooed 
in thy name, and fair Hero is won; I have bro^e 
with her father, and his good will obtained:, 
n^me the day of marriage, and God give thee joy? 

JL^on, Count, take of me my daughter, and • 
vsitiL hei' my fortunes: his Grace hath made the 
ir.a oh, an»i all Grace say Amen to it! 

Beat, Speak, Count, 'tis your cue. , 

Claud* Silence is tho perfectcbt herald of \ojt 
I were but little happy, if I could say how much. 
— Lidy,.' a6 you are mine, \ am ^owt^x "V ^[^ 



Wi^ 



wm 



t 



MUCM ado about KOTHINa. . 95 
• 
awaji: myself for you, and dote upon the 
exchange. ^ '• 

,'lie(tt. Speak, .cousin; or, if you canxiot, stop 
lus moiLCh with a liiss , and let^ not hiiQ Rpeak, 
xteithci*. , 

D. Vedro. In faith, Lady, you have a merry 
heart. 

BecU^ Tea, my Lord; I thank ir, poor fool^ it 
keeps on the windy side of care : —r My cousin 
tells hiin in his %ar, that he is in her heart. 

Claud, And so she doth, cousin. 

JBeat, Good Lord, for altiaifce'! •-— Thits <foes 
every one to the world hut I, and I am sun* 
huru'd ; I may sit in a corner, and cry> heigh ho ! 
for a iiusbaud. ' , 

JD. Pedro, l^^dcj Beatrice, I will get you one. 

Beat. I would rather haVe one of your father's 
getting : Hath your Grace ne'er a brother like you? 
Your fiUher got excellent husbands , if a maid 
could come by them. 

JD. Pedro, Wrill you have me. Lady? . n 

BecUt No, my Lot4« unless 1, might have another 
for working - days ; your Grace is too costly to 
wear every day; — But, I beseech your Grace, 
pardon me; I was born to speak all mirth,, and 
iio matter. ' 

D. Pedro, Your silence most offends me, and 
to 1>«, merry best becomes you; for, out of ques- 
tion, you were horn in* a merry hour. 

Beat, No, sure, my Lord, my mother cry'd; but 
tlien there "was a star danced, and under that was 
I borh, — Cousins., God give you joy! 

Leon,. ' Niece, will you look tp those things^ I 
told' you of? 

Beat. I ctj yoti mercy, uncle. — By your Gra- 
ce's pardon. [Exit Beatjixci:. 



t6 MUCH ADO ABOUT NOT] 

D, Pidro, By my troth, a pi 
lady. 

Leon, Tbcre'i little of the melan 
in her, my Lord: *-he is never sad^ 
sleeps; and not ever »ad tlieii ; -for 
my daHghter say » fhe h.uh often d 
happiness y and waked herself "widi 

D. Pedro, She cannot endure to 
hnsband. 

JLeon. O, by no meiins ; she mochs 
out of suit. 

D, P-edro,^ She 'were an cxcclleni 
nedick. 

Lffon. O Lord, my Lord, if t 
a week married » t^liey would ta 
ma^» 

' D, Pedro. CottAt Clandio > when 
go to church? 

Claud. To - morrow » my Lord : 
crutches, till Vove have, all his rite? 

Lion. Isol till Monday, my dear 
tience a Ju«t sevemiight; and a i 
too, to have all things answer my i 

ly*' Pedro. Come, you shako the h 
a breathing; but, I warrant thee, 
time shall not s^o dully by us ; I w 
terim, undertake one of Hercules* h 
it, to brin^ .Signior Benedick, and 
trice inter a moumain of affection, th< 
other. I would fain have it a i 
donbt uot but to fashion it, if y 
but minister snch assistance as I si 
direction. 

Leon. My Lord, I am for you, t 
me ten nights' waichin^s. 

Claud. And I, my Lord« 



MUCH ADO ABObx BTOTHING. Vf 

0ero. I will do any modest ofHce, my liOTdt to 
.dp my cousiu to a good hnsband. 

1>.^ Pedro. And Benedick is not . tlie nnhope* 

follent bn»band that I Know: thHs far can I praise 

liim : he ifi of a noble ,8traiii« of approved TaiouTy 

and confirm*d honesty. 1 will teach y'oTi ho^v to 

hiunouT youTconsinf that she shall fall in lore 

with Benedick: —* and I» >Yith your two helps, 

will so practise on Benedick, that in despite of 

jbis quick wit and his queasy, stomach, he shall 

fall in love with Beatrice.. If we can do thit» 

Cupid is no longer aa archer; iiis glory shall be 

ours, for we are the only love -gods. Go in^with 

me, and I will tell yon my- drift. [Exeunt. 

5 C E N E II. 
'Another jRoorh in Leonato's House. 

Enter Don Jonv and BoBJicmo. 

D. John. It i^ so; the Count Claudio shall marry 
the daughter of Leonato. 

B^ra. Yea, my Xord ; but I can cross it> 
7 Z?. John. Any bar, any cross, any impediment 
will be mediciuable rp me: I am sick in-displea> 
^nre to him> ^^ whatsoever comes aihw^jrt his 
affection, ranges evenly with mine. Bow canst 
thou or OSS this marriape? 

Bora. . Not honestly, my Lord ; but so couvertly 
that n*- dishonesty shall ;ip]icnr in me. 
D. John. Show me briefly ho%v. 
Boreu I think, I told yotiT I.ordshix'f a year 
since, how much I am in the favour of IVIargarvt, 
■ the wailing- igcniicwuinan to Hero. 
I>. John, I remember. 
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lOUT NOTHING. I 

n seasonable iiistajat - of the 1 
k o lit of her lady's fchat j 



Bora, I can» at any nn seasonal; 
ni^Uty appoint her 4o look 
bcr -window.' 

X>. Jo/in. 'What life is in that, tQ be the deitll 
of this marriage? 

JBora,' The poison of that lies in you to temper.* 
Go yoii to the I'rince your brother ; spart* not to 
tcU him f that he hath wrong'd his honour ia 
marrying the renowned Giaudio (whose estimatioa 
do you mightily hold up), to a contaminated .stak^ 
such a one as Hero. 

D. John. AVhat proof shall I make of that? 

JBora, Proof enough to misuse the Prince, to 
vex ClandiOy to undo lierOf ,and kill Lieonato: 
Look you for any other issue? 

X>. John. Only to despite them^ will I endeay4>iir.. 
any thing. 

Bora J Go then, find me a meet hour to dratr ' 
Don Fedro and the Count Giaudio, alone:, tell 
them, that you know that Hero loves me; intood 
a kind of zeal both to the rrince and . Giaudio, 
as — in love of your brother's honour who hath- 
made this match; and his friend's reputation, who 
is thus' like to be cozcn'd w;ith the semblance of 
a maid, ^— that you have discovered thus.. They 
will scarcely believe ibis without trial :. oiTer, thfA 
instances; w^hich shall bear no loss. likclihood« 
t hail' to sec roe at her chamber • window ; hear me 
call Margaret, Hero; hear Margaret term me Bora* 
chio ; and bring them to s«c this, the very mghfr* 
before the intended w^cdding: for, in the mean, 
time, I will 50 FaHiion the matter, that HerQ .shall 
be absent; and there shall appear such seeming 
truth in Ht-ro's di>ioyalty, that jealousy shall bf 
caird assurance y and all the pregaratioxL oycf 
thrown. I 



Ml/CH ADO ABOUT NOTHING. C9 

♦ JJm Jtihn, 6tow this to what adverse Msue it 
4M9*- 1 "WiU put it in practice: Be cunnlug in the 
WOrXing thi«y and thy fee is a thousand ducati. , 

J^ora^ Be yon comtant in the ^ccusatlbn « and 
Biy cuauinj^ shall not shajne me. >^ 

2?. John, I will presently go learn thielr day of 
siarriage. \Exeunt, 

SCENE III. 
liEOKATO's Garden, 

'Enter Hv.v^jiic'K and a Boy. 

Hene, Boy, — 

Hoy, SigaioT. 

Bene. In my chamber - window lies a book; 
bring it hither to me in the orchard. 

Soy, I am hefe already. Sir. 

Bene, I know thnt ; — but I w^ould have thee 
hence, and. here again. [Jb'xifr Bojr,'} — *• I ,do 
much wonder, that one maiv, seeing how much 
another man is a fool when he dedicates hiS{,bc^a- 
vion¥9'to love, will', aficr he hath Uugh'd a( 
tfuch shallow follies in others* become tlie argu- 
ment of his'owu scorn, by falling in love: And 
such' a man is CiantUa. I have known, when 
there was no mti.^ick with him but the drum and 
the fife; and now had he rather liear tlie tabcir 
and the pipe: 1 have known, when he would 
have walk'd ten miic afoot, to see a good 2rmour; 
and now will he lie ten nights awahe, carving 
the ^a«hion of a new doublet, lie was wont to 
speik plain,, and to the piiri>osc, like au honest 
man, and a* soldier;, and now. is he tutu*d ottivo- 
gxaijher; bh irbrds ajc a. very, faniasvical \>3l\\c^«X> 
^ast £o aukuy alr^Uige dUhes. May 1 \>e %Q CPW 



av 






:o, 



i»» 



..e,p-rr5ti:^ 






p. I'^/^^^-ea, ^^ ^'°eve.u^S ^-^,^ouy^.^^^^ i 



A* 






to 5**':*'^7i^^^^^ 



^gdro* 



lee yovx ;,^.evn^^a« 



Cl^»* 



4. 



YC^t 



^iVV , 



tay 



iHc 



i^va. 



AOTS- 



'^ te 



u*y 



v^r 



tVve 



lii*;'^' 



tfktt 



H^-^- "'i-Jue.. ^^'^ 



J'-'' . «. -s^^'V ^"j,,:: O.CC- , 

,oi *^ .'mote I'^'.-.u oi e* 



-\ji4. 



B*l*; 



o so'T.i ',«y »°'° .V, sutt 



*° <"- ,nri*e o^rvt ^- '^^ 






11*»J 



•a* 
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Ji^ Because you talk of wooing^ I will 

sing : 

nany a wooer doth coromence his suit 
€t he thinks not worthy; yet he wooes; 
Till he swear, he loves. 

TtArQ, Nay» pray tbee^ come': . 
L^ thou wilt hold longer argument^ « * 

: in notes, 

Uh» T^ote this before *n)y notes, 
;*s not a note of mine that's wer^h the noting. 

P^ro, Why these ,are very crotchets that 

h^ spea1(s ; ' 

notes, forsooth, and noting! [IVlusick, 

ne, yow f Divine air f now is his soul 
b'df — Is it not strange, 'that sbeeps' guts 
Ld hale souls out of tneu^s bodies? — Weil, 
m for my money, vrhen alL's done. 

BiXTUAZAA si/igs, 

I. 
JLTH. Sigh no more, litdi'es, sigh no Ttior^p 
IS'Ien luere deceiver s -ever^ , 

Olid foot in seat and o^ie on shore § 
To ofte ihihg comtant never s 
Then si^h not so. 
But lei them go^ 
And he yo^ hlith itnd honny ; 
Converting all your sounds of woe ' 
I nip, JJey nonuy., nonny, 

II. 
Sing no m.ore elittus^ -nng no mo 
*" Of dumps so djflf and fieavyi 
, Tke frAud of men was ever so, 

i^inee ^ujitjner Jirsi ivas le,aoy^ 
Then* sigh not sof eic. 
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Z>, Pedro. By iny trothy a good soxig* 
Jialek. Aad an ill singer, my Lprd. 
L>, ^Pedro, lia.i no ; no ; faith ; thou, ilagitt 
well enough for a shift. ' 

■ Bene. I Aside, 2 An he had been a dog, that 
should have h'owl'd thus, they -would have hang'd 
him : and , I pray God , his bad voice bqde no 
mischief ! I had as lief liavc hc.trd the night-raveu, 
come what -plague could have come' after it. 

' D. Pedrv. Yea, marry; [To Ci«Auoio.} ■— Dost 
thou hear, Balthazar? .1 pray thee, get us some 
excellent musick ; for to-morrow night we would 
have it at the lady Hero's chamber • w;iudow. 
Jbalth, The best I can, my JLurd. 
X). Pedro, Do %ot farewell. [Exeunt Baxtha* 
ZAR and musickJ] Come hither, lieonato: What 
was it you told me of to-day? that youv uicce 
Beatrice was in love with Si<;nior Benedick? 

Claud. O, ay : — Stalk on , stalk on ; the. fowl 
sits. [^Jside to Tedao.] I did never think that 
lady would have loved any man. 

ieon, I^o , nor I neither ; but most wonderful, 
that she »hould so dote on Siguior Benedick, 
whom she hath iu all outward behaviours, scem'd 
ever to abhor. 

Bene. Is'c possible ? Sits the wind in that corner? 

' [Aside. 

'Leon, By my troth, my J^ord, I cannot t^ll 
what to think of it ; but that she loves him witt 
an enraged afi'ectiou^ — it id past the iu Quite o 
thonghu 

Z>. Pedro. May he, she doth but counterfeit* 

■ Claud. 'Faith, like enough. 

Leon. O God! counterfeit! There never W 
counterfeit of passion came so near the- lilie 
passion, as she discovers it. 

Z?. Pa 
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. Pedro. "Why, what effects of passion shoyv's 

'aud. Bait the hook well; this fish will' bite. 
• , [Aside, 

ton* "What effects^ my Lord ! She will sit you. 
If on heard ray daughter tell you how. 
Inud, She did, indeed. 

. Pedro » How, how, T pray you? You amaze 
1 would have thought her spirit had Xteea. 
ticiblc against all assaults of affection. 
x:on» I would have sworn it had, my liOrd; 
jialiy against B<eiiedick. 
9ne. [Asi(le.'\ I should think this a gull, but 

the white bearded fellow sx>eaks it : knavery 
lot, sure, hide himself in such reverence. 
laud. He hath ta'en the infection; hold it up. 

[Aside, 
^ Pedro, Hath she made her affection known 
Benedick? 
eon. Iso ; and swears she never will ; that's 

torment. 

laud, 'Tis true, indeed; so your daughter 
; Shall /, says she, that have so oft encourt' 
d him ioUk scorn , write td him iheu I love 
;? » # 

.eon. This says she now when she is begin-" 
5 to wrice to him: for shell be up twenty 
i8 a night r^^ud thefe will she sit in hei* smock, 
(he have wnt a «licet of paper; — my daughter 
) us all. 

\land. Now yon talk of a sheet of paper, {I 
ember a pretty je<it your daughter told us of. 
ston. O ! — • When she had writ it , and was 
tipg it over , she fonnd Benedick and Beatrice 
ween the sheet? — 
Zlaud, That. ^ 

L. III. ^ 



/ 
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I.tton, O ! she tore the letter into a thcfrtuiiif/ 
lialf - x>ciicc : 'Tail'd at herself, that she sho%jtd b» 
90 immodest to write to one that she knew yroa^ 
flout hir: / measure himf says she^ h^ my owm. 
Apirit ; for I should Jlout /iim, if he writ to wugf 
jectt thoHgJi I love hirut I should, ^ 

eland. Tht-u down upon her knees she fallH^ 
weeps, sobs, beats her 'heart, tears her hair, F'^7^ 
cnrscs; •— O sweet Benediek! God give mr 
•patience ! • 

IaCoh, She doth indeed; my daughter t,Kfk soi 
and the ecstasy hath so much overborne her, that 
my daughter is sometime afraid she wiU do i 
desperate outrage to herself; it is very true. 

jD. Pedro. It were good, that Beiicdick kaew 
of it by some othfr, if she will not discover it. 

Claud. To what end? He v^ould but .make a, 
sport of it, and torment the poor lady worse.. 

D* Pedro. An he should, it yvere tax alms t« 
hang him*: She's an excellent sweet lady; audi 
out of all suspicion, ?hc is virtuous. 
. Claud, And she is> exceeding wise, 

Z). I^edro. lu every thiug, but in loTiag Be- 
nedick. 

J^eon, O my Lord, vvisdom and blood comlmc* 
ing in so tender a body, we 'have teu proofi 
to one , that blood haih the victory. I am sorry 
for her, as I have just cause, . being her Hnde 
and her guardian. 

D. Pedro, I would , she had bestowed thk 
dotage, oa me; I w^outd hive daff*d all other 
respects, and znavie her half my.»clf: I pray yoa* 
tell Benedick of it, and hear wiiat he wili iiy. 

JLann, Were it good, tliink j'ovt? * 

C/aud. Hero thinks Surely , she will diet £bf 
she says, she wiU die if he love-htr notj a^ 
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she will die ere she make her love known; and 
she Will (Ue if he woo her, rather than she wiU 
•bate one breath of her acciifttom'd crossness. 

X). Pedro. She doih well: if she jshoiiid'^naJce 
tender -^f her l^ove , 'tis very possible he'U scorn 
it; for the man, as yoii know all, hath a con- 
temptible fpirit. 

^laud^ He is a very proper man. 
T>,.Piidjro, He hath, indeed^ a good outward 
happiness. 

Cfaiid. Tore God, .and in my mind, very wise. 
T>. Pedroi He doth, iiideed, show some sparks 
that are like wit. 

I^eon. And I. take him to be valiant. 
2>. P^dro. As Hector, I assure ygu: and iiy the, 
managing of qu^i^rels yon may say he is wise; for 
cither he avoids tlicm *with.gre'at di<:cretion , or 
undertakes thero with a most christian -like fear. 

Z>son\ If he do fear God , he must necessarily 
keep peace'; if he break the peace » he ou£;ht te 
enter into a quarrel with fear and trembling.. 

JD, Pedro, And so will he do; for the man 
doth fear Gid, howsoever it seems not in him, 
by some large^jests he wiU make.^ WeM , I am 
jiorry for yoitiS niece : Shall we go seek Benedick, 
and te\i him of Her love? 

Claud, Never tell him, my Lord; let her wear 
it. out with gogd cotULsel. 

Leon. Nay, tnat^s impossible.^ she may wear li*r 
heart out Erst. 

D. Pedro. "VVeU, we'll hear further of it by 
your . daughter , let it cool the while. 1 love Be- 
nedick well; and. I conld wish he wouU mo- 
destly examine himself, to see how much he is 
unworthy so good- a la^y. " 

l^aon. My Lord* will y ott walk ? ^dixtner is read^. 
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Claud. If he do rot dote on hex upau thx9, / 
will iif.vcT trust my expectation. {/fj/df, 

X>. Fedro. Let there be the samV net spread for 
her; and th.itmnst your danghter and her gentle 
-v^'-oman carry. The vport will be, when they hold 
one an bpinuui «f auothrr*9 dotage, and no such' 
iTMttcr; thiU's the scene that I would see, which 
will be merely a dumb »how. Let us send her 
to call him in to dinuer. j[u4side,^ 

[^Exeunt Don T:Ej}iio, Clavdio, and l!i^0VAT9, 

Bbnsdick advances fr§nt tJie Arbour, 

Bene, This can be no trick: The confereiice 
was s^dly borne. — They have the truth of this 
from Hero. They seem to pity the lady ; it ^&ajh 
her affections have their full bent. Lore au! ' 
why, it must be requited. I hear how I wi 
c^isored: they say, I will bear myself prondlyi 
if I perceive the love come from her; they nj 
too, that she will rather die than give any sip* 
of affection. — 1 did never think to marry J — 
I* must not seem proud i — Happy are they that 
hear their detracmons, and can put them to -owfid* 
ing. They say', the lady is fair; 'tis a tmth, f 
can bear them witness ; and virtiious ; — tis sOi 
I cannot reprove it: and wi^e, but for h»vioS " 
mc: i— By my trotli, it is no addition to h^ ' 
wit; — nor no great argument of her felly, fw 
liWill be horribly in loVc with her. — I maf 
chance have some odd qi;irx;s and remnants of 
wit brokoQ on me^ because I have railed so long 
against marriage : But doth not the appetite alter? 
A man loves the meat in his youth , that he can- 
not endure in his age : Shall quips, and -aeateno9*« - 
and theoe paper bulUts of the brain, awe. a na* " 
from- the career <of his. hujuonr i No^ The iffWl* 

■ 1 
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must be peopled. When I said', I would die a 
bachelor. I did not think I should live till 4 
were married. — ^ Here conges Beatrice : By this 
day, she's a fair lad;^: I *^o spy some^marlts of 
lovfc iH her. 

Enttr BsATivitz. 

.^sat,^ Again»t my wiU> I am sent to bid you 
COime in Xh dinner. '■-,'. 

JBeno:. Fair Beatiice, I thank you for your painl. 

Beat, I took no more pains for (those thanlts, 
than. you. take pains to thank me» if it had been 
painful, I would not have come. 

JBene* You take pleasure .then in the messag^e? 

JBefii. Yea^ jiut so much as you may take upon 
a k^iife's point,, and choke a daw withal; — 
You 4iaye no stomach, Siguiorv fare you weU. 

JBene, Ha! Against my will I am jent to hid 
jou, come in to dinner'—^ there's a double mean- 
ing in that. / took no more pains for those 
thanks, than you took pains to thank me — ~ 
•that's as much as to say. Any pakis that 1 take 
for you is as easy as thanks : «— If I do not take 
- pity of her, I am a villain ^ if I do not lave bier, 
^ I am a Jew: I will gorget her picture. lExit^ 
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A C T ra. S C E N E L 

L.xol7ATO*8 Garden, 

Enter Heao« Mabgahst , and P^rsuba. 

liero. Good Margaret, rnn thee into th* parloiir^ 
There shalt thou find my cousin Beatrice ' ' 

Proposing -vrith tiie Prince and Glaiidio : 
Wliisptr her ear, and tell her* 1 and- Ursula 
Walk in the oi^chard, and our Nvhole disconne 
Is all of her; say,* that thou overheard'st uiH 
And bid her steal into the pleached bower, / 
"Where honey •suckles, Tipcn*d by the $un, 
JForbid the sun to enter; — like favouriteti 
2ttade preud ' by Princes , i that adyance iiuit 

pride • - ' 

'Against that -powtt that bred it: — • thefe viU 

she hide her* . ' 
To listen our propose: This U thy oifice, 
Bear thee well in it, and leave us alone. " * 

Marg» I'll make her. come, I warrant yosi 

presently^ .[SxU, 

Hero, Now* Ursula, when Beatrice dot^ com^. 
As we do trace this alley up and dowp^ 
Out taXk must only be of Benedick: \. ' 

When I do name him» let it be thy pare 
To praise him more than ever man did merit: .\ 
Aly talk to thee must be, how Benedick 
Is sick iu love with Beatrice: Of this matm -n 



'^^"' «o we near her ""'• 
^^' »W*e. bait Th'*^" ' "^^ **' "' ^"*' 

^i ^->. .fir." "-- -'4'; r 

5" 'Pint, ,;e" '7 <»"d,i„f,.,f'" *»«^. 
'1' "' <he ro^k ' '»>' -d Wild 

"^c« loves Beatrio- 

» "y. the W„;er.i^ '"'""'^^ 

■li. a, f„ """" "" '• *'"«J*- 
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But fiitaTc ntVCT frain'd ■ womiui'i bmit 
Of pniii.lrr tlnff tjijn ihai of Bcolticei 
Difdiiiii (lid (corn iid« npuliLing in Jifr tjem^ 
mispiiiiiig wbil t^cjr look on\ iiid bra ivll 
Valuci iltclf 10 bifblj, that to htr 
All mittfi e\it. teems nelh i the onnot lOT^ 
7>'ar iihr no phiiic nor protect of affectiou* 
She it (o ielf-eiideareil. 

Vri. Sine, I tbiiik EO I 
Aiid ihcicfoie, ctttJiiily. It wen not food 
Ghr liiirw liis love, 1»( the unite (port U it. 
■ Htro. 'Why, you epcak inilli: I uevcr jet HV 

Bow wiie> how nDlite> yoiui;, how nitlj* 

Sut the would tpell him bickwardi If &i^ 

faced, 
Slie'd (weiT, the fenilEBiiiii rhould be her tituri 
If Iitach. nhy, itiiiiTe. didwin;; of an aniickr 
Made a foul blot: if ull, a l.tnce ill-headcdi 
If low, an ajate very vilely cut: 
If tpeikius, ^v-by, a T.inc blown wiih all winili 
If tileiit, nhy, a blocit niovnl will) none. 
So mills fUe eveiy mail ihe wrung tide oati 
Aud never %ivn to iniih and virtue, that 
IfThlcb limpleurcs and meiit piiichaseih. 
Vri. Sure, tuie, tucli carping is 
able. 
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res better 'death than die yviili mocks; 
I is u bad as die wiih ticltliiig. 
. Yet tell her of it ; hear what she ^ill saj. 
tf. No; rather I will go to Beiicdich, 
^uxifei h'lm to Bght against his i^assions 
truly* I'll devise some honest slanders 
dn my con^in tyith: One doth not ]«noir» 
mifch an ill word may impoisoui liking. 
. O, do not do your £oiisin sifch a wr6n|^. 
mnot be so much -without trne judgement, 
ig so swift and excellent a wit,' 
e is priz'd to have,) as to refuse 
e a gentleman as Signior Benedick. 
V. He ii the only man of Italy, 
'8 excepted my dear Clajidio. 
. I pray you* be not sngry with me, MadaiB, 
ng my fancy; Signior Benedick, 
3 ape, for bearing, axgtiment, and valour, . 
Foremost in report through Italy, 
-o. Indeed, he hath an excellent good naibe. 
. Hi» excellence did earn it, ere he had it. ■— 
are yon married. Madam? ' 

o. Why, every day; — * to- morrow ^ Come, 

go in; 
ow thee some attires; and have thy counsel, 
1 is the best to funush me to-morrow. 
. 8Iie'a limM I warrant yoti ; we have caught 

her, Mad^m? 
V. If it prove so, then loving goes by haps ; 
Cupid kills with arrows, some with traps. 

{Exeunt Hz&o and UjihVXiA. 

Beatrice advances, 

/• "What fire is in mine ears? Can thb be 

^ true ? 

:axid I condemn'd for pride and scorn so much? 
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Contempt, farewell! and maiden pride »adicit! '^ 

< No glory Uvcs behind the back d£ suoh. 
Aud» Benedick, love on, •! will requite thee; v 

Taming my wild heart 10 thy loving handi' 
If thoiL dost love, my kindness shall incite thee '. 

To bind our loves iip in a holy band* 
For others say* thou- dost deserve*, and I 
Belieye it better than reportingly. \Bxi^ 

& G £ N E II> 
A lloo7» in Leonato*s House, 

Mnier JDon Fkbko, CiiAUDio, BsirssiCKy and 

liEONATO. 

D. Pedro, I do but stay till y<)ur marriage bt 
consummate, aad then go I toward Arragon* 

Claud, 1*11 bring- yoii thither, my Lord^ if 
you*ll vouchsafe me. 

D, Pedro, Nay, 4hat would be as great a soil 
in the new gloss of your marriage, as to sliow^ a^ 
child his new coat, and forbid him to wear ic 
I w^itl only be bold with Benedick for his c6m> 
pany; for, from the crown' of his head to the 
tele of his ;foot, hi? is all mirth; he hath ivrice 
or thrice <5ijt Ciipid's bow-string", and the little 
hangman dare not shoot at him: he hath a heart 
as sound as a bell, and his tongue is the clapper; 
for what- his heart thinks, his tong^ue speaks. ' 

Bene, Gallants, I am not as I have beetl. 

Leon. S?o say I ; metlunks , you are sadder. 

Cittud, 1 hope, he be in love. 

D, Pedro, Hang him-, truant-; there's no true 
drop of blood in l^im, to be truly touch*d with 
love: if he be sad, he wants money. 

Bene, 1 have the tooth -ach. 
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D. Fedrc, Draw it, • 

.JRene, Hang it! 
Claud. Ton miut liafig it first » and dra-vr \t 
afieTwards. 

D. Psdro. What? sigh for the tooth-ach? ' 
LeotU Where is hut a humour, or a worm? 
Bene,. "Weil, erery one can master a ^ief , hiit 
he that has it. 

Claudr.' Tet say 1, he is in love. 
D. Pedro. There is no appearance of fancy in 
himy unless it 'be a fancy that he hath lo strange 
disguises; as» to he a Dutch -man to*>day; ii 
Frenchman to-morro"w; or in the shape of two 
countxies at once, as^ a German from the waist 
downw^ard* all slops; and a Spaniard from, the 
hip upward t no- doublet: Unless he have a fanCy 
to this foolery, as it appears he hath, l^e is no 
fool for fancy, «8 yon would have it appear 
he it. ' - 

Cluud,- If he be not in love with some woman, 
there is no believing old signs : he brushes his 
hat b* xnornings; What should that bodef 

X>. Pedro* Hath any man seen him at the 
batlMnr's?" "' \ 

• Clffiud. No, but the barber*s man hath been seen 
with -him; and' the old ornament of -his check 
hath already ' stTfffcd tenni<;-l)alls. 
■ J>o/i.'-. Indeed, he looks younger than he did, 
by the loss of a beard. 

I>. Pkdro: ^'Nay, he rubs himself with <;i,vct: 
Can you smell hifo out by thatV 

Claud, That's as much as to say, The"^ sweet 
youth's in love. 

1>. Pedro: '^hc greatest note of it is his inc- 

Imcholy. * 

Claud. And when was he wont to wash his face? 
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D. Pedro, Yea, or to paint himself?. ^^^-^ '*%. 
which/ I hear %vhat they say of him. .*" , 

Claud. Nay, but hi« jestiug spirit; whi^^j^ jTj^ 
now crept into a Intcstriug, and now gO's^em'd 
"by stops. 

JD, Fedro, Indeed that tells a heavy tale for 
him: Conchide, conclude, he is in love. 

Claud. Nay, but I know who loves him; 

Z). Pedro. Tliat would I luiow too; I warrant* 
one that kiL.'>ws him not. 

Clajid. "t^s , and his ill condikions ; and » 19 
despite of all, dies for him. 

U. Pcdro» \She shall be buried with her face 
upwards. 

Bene, Yet i; this no charm for the tooth- ach. 
•-> Old Siguior, Walk aside with me; I have 
studied eight or nine wi«e ■ words to speak to 
you> which these hobby-horses must not hear. 

\BxeutU JBsxKDicK and IjE03«ato. 

X). Pedro, For my life, to break with him about 
Beatrice. 

Claud. *Tis even so : Hero and Margaret hare 
by this play'd their parts vdth Beatrice; and -thm 
the two bears will not bite one another^ what 
they meet: 

( Enter JJon Iohk. 

£>. John. My Lord and brother, God save you. 

D. Pedro, Good den, brother. 

2D. John, If your lei:iure scrv'd, I would speak • 
with you. 

JD. Pedro. In private? 

D: John. If it please you; — yet Count Gl^iP 
dio may hear ; for what I woidd speak of y cos* ' 
cems him. 

jD. Pedro. What'a the sutttei? 
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It. Mcaiis your Lordship to he married 

W? [To GX.AVBZO. 

iro. Toil know, he does. . 

n. I Know not that, when he linowt 

now. 

If there he any impediment, t pray you 
it. 

rt. Y6u may think, I love yon not; let 
■ar hereafter, and 'aim better at me by 
3W Avill manifest; For my brother » I 
e holds yon well; and in dearnens of 
ii help to effect your eusuing marriaf^e: 
lit iil spent, and labour ill bestowed! 
iro. "Why, ^vhat's the matter? 
fi. I ckimc hither to tell you; and, cir- * 
;s slionen*d, (for she hath been too long 

of,) the lady is disloyal. 

Who? Hero? 
m. Even she? Leonato's Hero, your 
fry man's Hero. 

Di*loy.il ? 

n. The word is too good to paint out 
:cdne»s ; I could say , she were worse » 
Li of a. worse title, and I will fit her to 
ider not till further warrant; go but 

to - night , you shall nee her chamber* 
pnter'd; even the night before her wed* 
; if you love her then, to - morrow wed 
: it would better fit your houour to 
surmind.- 

May this be so ? . 
iro, I will not thinlc it. 
•n. If you dare not trust that you tee, 
ot that you know: . if you will foUow 
I show you euoiigh; and when you have 
, and heard more, proceed acoordingly. 
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■ 
^laud. If I see any thiiig^ to-night ^^rftf X 
Uiould not marry her to -morrow^i in the eoagxtf^ 
gatioiif where X should yved, there inriii I sbum/^ 
her. 

J3. Pedro, Aiid» as I wdocd for thee to obtain 
her, 1 will join with thee to (Hisgrace her. 

JD. John, 1 will dispamge her no farther," till 
yoiL arc lay witnesses: bear it coldly but till mid- 
night, and let the issue show itself. 

jD. Pedro. O day untowardly turned: * 

Claud. O mischief strangely thwarting ! , ' 

JD. Jo/in. O plague right well prevented! 
So will you say, when you liave «cen the ^equeL 

SCENE III. ' 

A Street, 
Eitf^r Dogberut and Vriicis.s, with the Watch. 

T>ogh. Are you good men and true? 

Verg. Yea, or else it w^ere pity but they thonld 
suffer salvation, body and soiU. 

Dogb. Nay, that were a punishmcul xoo good . 
for them, if they shotild have any allegiance in 
them, being chosen for the Prince's watch. 

Verg. Well, give tjicm their charge, neighbour 
Dogberry. 

' i)ogh» First, who think you the most deaartlesi 
man to be cpustable? 

1 Watch, Hugii Oatcake, Sir, or Oeorge Seacoal; 
for they can write and read. 

Dogb, Come hichci;, neighbour Seacoal; God 
hath blessed you with a good name: to be.awe.U* 
favoured man is the gift of fortune ;.but~ to .wxit* 
and read comes by naturo. 

a Wauhj. Both which, master constable •» ' 
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. , X Kiicw it would be yoilr 

well, for your favour. Sir, why, give 

thanks: and make no boast of it ; aiid^ foT 

'writing and reaiUng, let that appear wh-en 

is no need of such vanity. You arc thought 

to be the most senseless and fit man for the 

able of the watch; therefore bear you the 

n : This is your charge ; You shall compre- 

all v.*grom men; you are to bid any man 

, in the Prince's name. 

^auh. How if he will not stand? 

ghj *VVhy then, take no note of him, but 

im go ; and presently caU the rest of the 

1 together, and thank God you are rid of a 

m 
- • 

rg. If he will not stand 'When he is bidden^ 

none of the rrinci's subjecis. 

g^. True, and they are to middle with none 

he Prince's snltjccts ; — You shall ais'o make 

>isc in the streets.; for, for the watch ta 

! and to talk» is most tolerable and not to 

ured. 

'atch* We will rather sleep than talk; we 
what belongs to a watch. 
7. Why, y^u speak like an ancient and 
uiet watchman; for I cannot see how 
should o^end ;, only, have a care, that 
l»,be not stolen; — "Well, you are io 
11 the alehouses, and bid ihose that are 
•d them to bed. 
i/i, lLo\Y if. they will not ? 
Why then , let them alone till they arc 
■ they make you then the better answer, 
say, they are not the men you took 

. Well, Sir- 
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Dof^h. If you meet a thief, you may 

Aim, by vimic of your office, to be no true 

and, for such kind of men, the less you xxx^-^ ^f^ 
or maTic wiih them, why, the more is foz^ ^our- 
hone.<:ty. 

a lyatcJi. If we icnow him to be a thief, sMmI^ 
wc not lay hands on him? 

Dogb. Truly, by your oflice, you may; but, ^ 
thiiih, they that touch piich will be defiled: thr 
most peaceable way for you , if you %o talu a 
tbiof, is, to let. him show himself what he il> 
and steal out of your company* 

Verg. You have been always called a merciful 
man, partner. 

Dogb. Truly, I would iiot hang a dog by my 
will; much more a man who hath any honesty 
in him. 

Verg, If you hear a child cry in the night, 
you must call to the nurse, and bid her still it. 

a Watch. How if tlie nurse be asleep, and will 
not h<iir u5 ? 

Dogb, Why then, depart in peace, and let the 
child wake her with crying: for the ewe that 
will not hear her lamb when it bacs, will nercv 
answer a calf w^hen he bleats. 

V^rg, *Tis very true* 

JDogh, This is the end of the charge. Toa, 
constable, axe to present the. Prince's owit person i 
if you meet the Fringe in the xiight, you m^y 
stay him. 

Verg, Nay by'r lady, that, I think, he cannot. 

Dogb. Five shllliiigs to one oji't, with anj 
man that knows the statues, he may stay hlfti 
marry, not without the Prince be willing} -foCf 
inviced, the watch ought to offend no mani aad 
ii is au oflence to stay a man against his will* 
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I", .ByV lady, I thinlc, it be so. 
^1 Ha, ha, hn! "Well, masters, good night: 
*e fc^ any ma iter of weight chances, call up 
keep your fellows* counsels and your owh| 
>od night.—- Come, neighbolir. 
^cUch. Well, masters, we hear our charge : 
go sit here upon the church -bench till 
and tlicji all to - bed. 

*J}, One -wos4 niore, honest neighbours: I 
iron, watch about 6igtiior L.eonalo'j door; 
e wedding being there to-morrow, there is 
c coil to night: Adieu, be vigilant, I be- 
)rou. \Kxeunt DoaBsfiJiv' and Vezigcs. 

Mn^er B.oa/VCjiio and ConFc^de. 

e. What! Conxr^de, — 

\€h. Peace, 'Stir not. , [Aside. 

». Oouradc, I 'say \ 

, Here, man, I am at thy elbow. 

s. Mass, and my elbow itch'd; I thought, 

would a scab follow. ' 

, 1 will oWc thee an answer for that; and 

orward with thy tale. 

». Stand ihcc close then uAder this pent* 

, for it drizzles rain; and I will, like a 

runlcard, utt(^ all to thee. 

'xh,. ['Aside,'\ S^me treason > masters; yet 

close. 

z. Therefore know, I hare earned of Don. 

I thOiMand ducats. 

. Is it possible that a|iy TiUainy should be 

rf 

X. Thou should'st rather ask, if it were 

Ic any villainy should be sa richj for whrn 

iliaius have (need of poor cues , poor ouet 

lake what price they will*. 

.. III. ' K 
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Con, I woiDcleT at it. 

Bora» That shows* thou art unconfirm'd « Tiba^:^ 
Ituowest, that the fashion of a douhlct* or m Ju^^ 
or a cloa}c, is nothing to a man. 

Con, Yes, it is apparel. 

Sora» I mean, the fashion.' 

Con, Yes. the fai^hion is the fashion. 

Bora, Tush! 1 may as vfeVi say, the fool's tl^iv 
fool. Bnt sec'st thou not. \vhat a deformed thW* J 
this fashion is f 

IVatch, 1 know that Deformed* he has |>eeii a 
vile thief this fcven year; he goes up aifd down 
lihe a gentleman : I rememhcr his nam«. 

Bora, Didst thou not hear somebody? 

Con, No; 'twas the vane on the house. 

Bora, Secst thou not , I say » \vhat a deformed 
thief this fashion is ? how giddily he turns about 
alL the hot bloods, between fourteen and five and . 
thirty? sometime, fashioning them like Pharaoli's 
soldiers in the reechy painting; sometime . liXe 
god Bel's priests in the old church window; 
sometime, like the shaven Hercules in the fmirchd. 
worm-eaten tapestry, where his codpiece seems as 
massy as his club? 

Con, All this I see; and Si^c, that the fashion 
wears out more apparel than the man: Bitt art 
not thou xhysclf gidd^ w^I>h the fashion too, that 
thou ha^t shifted out of thy tale into telling lAe 
of the fashion? 

Bora. Kot so neither: but know, that 1 have 
to-night wooed Margaret, the lady Hero's gentle- 
woman, by the >najnc of Hero; ihc leans vatt out 
at her mistress' chamber - window , bids me a 
thousand times ^ood night, — I tell thia tale 
viic.ly ; — I shoiild first tell thee, how the Friacei 
Cluudio, and my master, planted, and placed, add 
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ed ^y my ma&ter Don John, saw afar off Ih 
;faard this amiable encounter. 

. AMd thought they, Margaret Y^as Hero? 

». Two of them did, the l^rince and Clan* 
itt the devil my master kne\T she was IV^ar- 

aiid partly by his oaths, w^hich first pos- 
thcm, partly by the dark night, which did 
? tliem, hut chiefly l>y my villainy , whicli 
niirm any ^laIldcr that Don John had made, 
tvent Glaudio earafl;edj swore he wouiu m<<»t 
I he was appointed, next morning at the 
, and there, before the whole coiisregation, 

her with \vhat he saw ovfr- night, and 
U'l* home again without a husband. 

^ateh, Wc charge you in the Prince's name, 

^alch. CddX up- the right master cmistahle: 
ave -licre rccovcreil the most dAugerou* pj^ere 
hcry that ever was known in tiie common- 
I.' - 

Vatch, And one Deformed is one of them; 
iw him, he -wears a lock. 

:. Masters , masters , — ' 

Vatch, You'll b«? made bring Deformed forth, 
•rant you, « 

t. Masters,' — 

Vaich. -Nevor speak; w« charge you, let us 
you to go with us. 

-a. AVe are like to prove a goodly commo- 
beiitg taken up of ihe^e men's bill:^. 

n. A commodity in question, 1 w^arraiit you. ' 
)y we'U obey you. \1iLx9HfU. 
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S C E N E IV. 

A Room in. ImTlov at o's ..Ilozti^, 

Enter llKKQ ,. Margaret t and VrsvIjA, 

Hero. Good Ursula , wake my t:oti6in Beatrice^ 
aiid desire her to lise. ' \ 

Urs, I will, Lady, 

Hero, And hid h'cr come hither. » 

Vrs, WcU. [Eieit Ursula. 

JMarg, Troth, I think, your other rabaro xrere 
better. 
" Hero, No, p^ay thee, good Meg, ,ril wear tliisi 

Marg, By my troth, it^s «ot so good; (and I 
<Trarraiu, your cousin -w^ill say so. 

Hero. My cousin's a fool, and thou art another;. 
I'll "wear none hut this. 

Marg. I like the new tire within cxcclliently, 
if the ^hair'wcre a thouc;ht browner: and your 
gown's a most rare fashion, i'faith. I saw the 
duchess of Milan% gown', that they praise so. 
Hero. O, that exceeds, they say. 
JSlofg. By my troth it's but a iiight-gow<i in 
respect of yours: Cloth of gold, and cuts, and 
laced with silver; set with pearU, down sleeves^ 
pHe • sleeves, and skirts round, tuidcrbome with a 
biu*?li tinsel; but fof a'Rne, quaint, graceful, 
a!:d excfllont fashion, yours is worth ten on't. 

Hero, God give me joy to w^ar it, for my 
heart is exceeding hieavy! • ' 

IMarg^. Twill be heavier s^dn, by the weight 
of a man. > 

Hiiro, Fie upon thee? art not iwhamedf 
jMargj Of wha't. Lady? of sptniking'honounjtblyfr 
Is 110 1 marriage hdiiouritblc iil a beggar? It uot 
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yat lord' hoaoutable without marriage ? ' I tliiiiTty 
va, TTOuld hav^ me say, f^iiviiig your revcreiice, 
» » husbaud: all bad iliiiilfiji^ do not Tvrest 
lie speakings 1*11 offeud iio body: Is there aiiy 
rm ill — the heavier for a husband? None, 
think, an it be the right Inisbaud^ and the 
jht wife; otherwise 'tiy light, and not heavy* 
ik my lady Beatrice else, here she comef. 

Enter Bsataice. 

Hero, Good morrow, coz. 

Beat, Good morrow, sweet Hero. • 

Hero, "Why, how iiow! do yon speak in the 

k tiuie ? . 

Beat, I am oiit of all other tune, methinks. 

Marg. Clap us into — Light o* love; that 

es without a burden; do you sing it, and I'll 

ice it. * . 

^at. Yea, Itigkt o' love, with yoxir heels ! — 

!n if your hiisband have stabks cnongh, you'if 

he shall lack no bams. 
Marg, O illegitimate construction! I scorn 
t with my heels. 

leat, *TU almost five o'clock, cousin; 'tis time 
I were ready. By my troth I am exceeding < 
— hey ho! 

^arg. For a hawk, a horse, or a husband. ^ 
ieat. For the letter that begins them all, H. ) . 
)flarg. Well, an you be not turn'd Turk, thq- 

no more sailing by the star. 
\eat. What means the fool, trow? / 

"darg. Nothing I; but God send every o^ie 
ir heart's desire! 

let^Q, These gloves the Count sent me, they 
an excellent perfume. 
htat, I am ttuff'd, cousin.^ I cannot smcUU 



54 MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING. 

Marg^ A maid» and stuflf'd! thcrc'a ^ 

catching of cold. 

heat, O, God help me! God help ne! Jb<nv- 

loii«; have you professed apprehension? 

jyiarg. ilver since yon left it: Doth xaot injfr 

"wit ibc>coin4 me rarely ? , 

Beat, It i^ not seen enough., you should 'vreifc' 

it ill yoiir cap. — By my troth, I am nch. • ^. 
Marg. Get you some of tUia disiillM Carduitf 

Bonedictus , and lay it to yoiir heart; it is the 

only thing for a qualm. 

JJero, There thou pricl«'st her 'vrith a tl4»tle. 
Jieat, Benedicius ! why Benedict ua ? ^ou have 

some moral in this Benedictu*. 

Marg. Moral? no, by my troth, I have bo 

.moral meaning; I meant, plain holy- thistle. Ton 
may thinh , perchance « that I think you are in 
love : nay , by'r ^1 idy , I am not such a foul to 
thinh what 1 list; nor I list not to thiiik 
-what I can; nor, indeed, I cannot think, if 1 
would thuik my heart out of thinking, that ywi 
are in love, or that yon will he in love, or that 
you can be in love: yet Benedick was such 
another,' and now is he become a man: he swore 
he w^ould never marry ; and yet now , iu despite 
t>f his heart , he eats liis meat w^iihout grudging: 
an I how you may be convened, I know xioii 
but methinks, you look with your eyes as other 
women do. 

Beat* What pace is tliis that thy tongue kceptt 
ISIarg, Not a false galJbp. 

Be • enter TJjisuiiA. 

Urs. Madam, withdraw; the Prince, the Couat, 
Signior Benedick, Don John, and all the galUiUt 
of I ha tow^Ji* are come to fetch you to church* * 
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Worship* as of any nan in the cixyt and thovp^ 
' 1 be but a poor man, I am i^Iad to hear lu 

Vttrg, And so am I. 

Z.eon» 1 would fain Know wl^ac you have 
say. 

y<irg. Marry, Sir, oiir -^yatch to-night, except- 
' lug your AVorshlp's presence, have ta'cu a couple 
of as arrant linavcs as any in Messina. 

JJogb, A good old man, Sir: he will he talhin|j ' 
as they say, ^Vhen tlic age is in, the wit is out; 
God help u-* ! it is a world to see ! — "Well saidi 
i'faith, neighbour Ver;;os: — well, God's a good 
man; An two men ride of a hoTfe, one must ride 
behind: — An honest soul, i'laith. Sir; by my 
troth he i9 9 Hi ever brolce bread : but , God ift to 
be woT.shipp'd: All men arc not alike; alas good % 
neighbour ! 

Leon, Indeed, neighbour, he comeft too short' 
of you. 
. JDogb, Gifts, that God gives. 

Leon, 1 roiistf leave you. 

Dogh, One word. Sir: our watch, Sir, have, 
indeed, comprehended two aspicious persons, and 
we would have them tliis morning examined be- 
fore your Worship. 

Leon, Take their examination yourself, and 
bring it me; I am now iu great hasten as it may. 
appear unto you. 4k 

Lhgb, It shall be suffigance. 

Leon, Drink some wine ere you go : fare yov 
well. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mesi, My Lord, they stay for you to. girt'-, 
your daughter to her husband. , . 



f MUCU ADO ABOUT NOTHING. 57 

LdoH, I will wait upon thfm; I am ready. 

[JZxeunt L.SONATO and IVIxrasciiger. 

Dogh, Go, good partner, go, get you to Francis 
Seacoai* l)id him bring his pen and inkhorn to 
the gaol'; we are now to examination these men. 

Verg* And "we must do it wisely. 

Dogb, ■^^'■e will spare for no wit, I warrant 
you ; hereof that [Touching ?»is foreheadJ] i^halU 
drive S' .Bc of them to a non com : only get the 
learned writer to set down our excommunication, 
and. xneet me at the gaol. ' [^Exeunt, 



A C T IV. SCENE!. 

The inside 0/ a (^Iturch, 

Bnter Don Fbi>ro> iDon John, Liowato, iViar, 
GziAvpzo, Bevjspick, IlEjao^ and Bjb^atxucs, etc. 

Leon._ Come, friar Francis » be brief; only to the 
plain, form of marriage, and you shall recount 
their particular duties afterwards. 

yriar. You come hither, my Lord, to marry 
this lady? 

Claud, No. 

L.eon. To be married to her, friar; you come 
to marry >ier. 

Triar, Lady, you come hither to be married to 
thift Xoni^t? 

Hero, I do. 
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Friar, If either of you know any in^wardJ 
•dimeni Why you fhould not be conjoiaeA^ | dj 
yoUf on your souU, t& utter it. 

Claud. Know you any, Hero ? 

Hero. None, my Lovd. 

Friar, Know yo\i any, Contit? 

Leon. I dare mahe his answer , none. 

Claud. O, what men dare do! w^hat men 
do ! wh«t fueii daily do ! * not knowinjg^ < 
they do ! 

Beng, How now! Interjections? "Why, 
some be of laughing, as^ ha! ha! ht! ! 

Claud, Stand thee by, friar: •— Father, by 

leave; 
Will you- with firee and unconstrained soul 
Ginre me tliis maid, your daughter? 

Leon, As freely, son, as Go4 did give her 

Clau^, And what h^ve I to give you 1 

wh>o9e worth 
May countei^oise this rich and precious gift! 

JD. Pedro, Nothing:, unless you .render her a 

Claud. Sweet Prince, you learn mo noble ti 

fuliTess-. — 
There, JLeonrnto, take her back again} 
Give not this rotten orange to your friend; 
She's but the sign and somblauoe of her 

nour : — 
Behold; how like a maid she blushes here : 
O, what authority and show of truth 
Can' cunning sin cover itself withal! 
Comeft not that blood • 'as modest evidencei; 
To witness simple virtue? "Would you not v% 
All you that see her, that she were a maidt-r 
By these exterios shows? But «^he is none: | 
She knows jthe heat of a luxurioiw be'^,: • 
Her bliuh is giiiltincss, not modesty. 
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XtfQi**- ^VVhat do yonnean* my Lord? 
Claud. Not to be married. 
No^ kuit my soul to an ax'proved wanton. 
JLeoiu Dear my JLord, if you, in your own 

^TOOf 

Have .-ranqiiish'd tb» reHstaikce of her youth, ^ 
And mad« dofeat of her Virginity, -— 

Claud: I know what yon would 9ay; If I 

have hnown her, 
Totk'll %9jr 9 he did embrace me aM a husband. 
And 80 extenuate the 'forehand siu : 
No, Leonato, 

I never tempted her with word too large; > 
But, as a brother to his sister, show'd 
Bafh/til sincerity, and comely love. 

Hero. And seem'd I ever otherwise to yon? 
Claud. Out ou 'thy iseemhig! I will write 

a^nst it: 
You seem to me as Dian in her orb; 
As chaste as is the bud ere it be Mown ; - 
hut yon are mure intemperate dn your blood 
Than \7eniis, or those pamper'd animals 
That rage i4i savage seiiKiiality. 
Hero. Is my I<ord well , that he doth >pca]t so 

wide? 
,Leon. Sweet Fziuce, why speak not you? 
D. Pedro. What shoiiJd I speak? 
stand di«h«»nour'd, that have gone about 
> link my dear friend to a common state. 
Leon. Are these things spoken? or do I but 

dream ? 
"), John,- Sir, th>7 are spoken, and these things 

are true. 
^ene. This looks not like a nuptial. 
>re. True, O God! 
•AMi^. Leonato, stand I here? 
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Is this tlie Prince? Is this the Prince's brothf 

Is this, face Hero's? Are our eyes our own.?. 

Itcon^ Ail this is so : But what of this 9 

Claud, Let xne l>iu move one question to ] 
* daughter V 

Add, by (hat fatherly aiid kindly power > 
That you have in her, hid her answer truly. 
Leon, I charge thee do 8o% as thou art 

child. 
Hero, O God defend me ! how am I beset ! 
What kind of catechizing call yoii this It 
Claud, To make, you auswcx truly to j 

name. 
Hero, Is it not Hero? Who can blot 

name 
With any just reproach ? 

Claud, Marry f that caii Hero ; 
Hero itself can b-lot out Hero's virtue. 
W^hat man was he taUi*<I with you yesternight 
Out at your window, betwijtt twelve and onjp 
How, if you are a m<iidy answer to this. 
Hero, I talk'd-with no. man at that hfMir.y 

Lord, 
£>• Tedro, Why» then are yoii no maiden. 

X.e6nat0y 
I am sorry yot;^ must hear; Upon mine honoiu 
Myself, my brother, and this grieved Count, 
Did see her, hear her, at that hour last night. 
Talk with a rulEan at* her chamber -window; 
TVho hath ». indeed , most like a liberal villain, 
Coiifess'd the vile encounteva they have had 
A thousand times in secret. 

I), John, Fie, lie I they are > ' v 

Kot to be nam'd, my Lord, not to be spokf o: 
There ii not chastity enough in language. 
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Witliout offence y to utter them: Thus* pTetty 

Lady, 
X am sorry for thy much mAftgovcrcmeiit. 

Claud. O Ucro ! what a Hero hadst thou bcen^ 
If half thy outward graces hatV been placed 
About thy thoughtSf and counsels of thy heart! 
But, fare thee well, most foul, most fairi fa- 
rewell I - 
Thon pure impiety, and impious purity < 
Tor thee I'll loch up all the gates of love. 
And on my eye -lids shall conjecture hang. 
To turn all beauty into thoughts of harm. 
And never shall it more be graciou». 
L>eon, Hath no mau*s dagger here a point 

for mc ? [NxRO swoons. 
Beat, ^Vhy, how now, cousin? wherefore sink 

you down? 
D* John, Gome, ]et us go? the^e things » come 

thus to light. i 

Smother her spirits up. 

\Exennt Don Pedro, JDoh JonVf and 
Clal^dio, 
Bene, How doth the. lady ? 
Beat. Dead, I thiiih;'-* Help, uacle; — • 
Hero I why. Hero! — Uncle! — Siguior B«ne« 

dick! — friai! 
LtfOM, O fate, take not away thy heavy hand! 
Death is the fairest cover for her shame, 
That may be wish'd for. 
Beat, How now» cousin Hero? 
Friar. Have comfort, Lady. 
Leon. Dost thou looh up ? 
Priar, Yea; "Wherefoxc should she not? 
Leon, ^Vhereforc? Why, doth not every earthly 

thing 
^ry shame tt^oa her? OoiUd sha here deny 
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TUh'itbrj tliat m printed^in her bloodt -^ 
Dc?4ioi live, Hero ; do not ope thme eyes t 
For did I think thoii would'st not quiclcly die, - 
THdtlgh.t*' 1 thy Kpiiits "were stronger than thy 

shames, 
Myself would, on the rearward of reproaches, 
Strike at thy life. Griev'd I, I had"" but one? 
Chid 1 for that at fi-ugal nat^ire's frame? 

,^ one- too much by thee ! "Why had I one? 
Vt'hy ever wast thou lovely in my eyesi 
Why h&d 1 not, wiih charitable hand. 
Took up a beggar's issue at my gates; - 
Who smirched thus , and mired with infamy, 

1 toight have said, No jpeirt of 'it it ininet 

'this ihame derines itself from unknown loins f 
But mine, and mine I lov'd, atjd mine i prais'dv 
And mine that I was proUd on ; mine so much, 
That 1 myself was to myself not mine, 
Valuii*g of her; why, she — O, she is fallen 
Into a pit of ink j that the wide sea 
Hath .tlrop» too few to wash her clean again ; 
And salt too little, which may Reason give 
To hor foul tainted flesh! 

Bene^ Sir, Sir, be patient: -y 
Por my part, I am so attir'd in ^lYondcr, 
I know -not^svhat to say. 

Heat. Q, on my soul, my cou<in is btlied! 

Mejte* Lady, were you her bedfellow Iss 

night ? 

Beat. No , truly, not ; although, iintil las 

. -night, 
I have fhis twelveraonjth been her bedfMlow. 

L,euH. Gonfirm'd con&rm*d! O, that is stronge 

made, 
wiiick -Was before barr'd up with ribs of Iron! 
/Would the two Pi^iiices UeY and GUiidio Ue^ ^ 
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Vho l(nr*d her so, tha^ spealcing: of her foulness. 
Vafh*d it with tears? Heuce from heri let her 

die. 
Frictir, Hear me a little; 
'or I have only, been silent so long, 
lud given "w^y ^uito this course of formne^ 
y noting of the lady: I have mark'd 
k thousand blushing apparitions start* 
nto her face ; a thpusajid innocent shames 
u angel Tvhiteness bear away those blushes; 
md in her eye' there hath appear'd a fixe, 
*o burn the errors that these Princes hold ' 

Lgaiuiit her maiden truth: — > Call me a fool} 
'rust not my reading, nor my observations, 
Vhich with experimental seal doth warrant 
'he tenour of my booh; triist not my age* 
kly «reverence, calUngi nor diviliity, 
f this, sweet lady lie not guiltier here 
Wilder some biting error. 
Leon, Friar* it cannot be: 

hou seest, tiiat all tlie grace that she h'kth left, 
, chat bhc will not add to her damiution 
sin of perjury; »he not denies it ; 
hy 'sTi-k'st thou then to cover with excuse 
at ^vhich appears in proper lukeduess? 
■riar. Lady , what man is he you arc ac* 

cns'd of? 
^ero* They know, that 4o accuse me; I know 

neuf : 
know more of any man alive,' 
that wliich maiden modesiy doth warrast, 
\i my sins lark mercy ! — O my father, 
• you ihrat any jnan Avith me convers'd 
Hirs unnieet ^ or that 1 yesternight 
iln'd the change of words with any creature/ 
me, hate me, tortiKe me to death. 
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Trtitr, There is some cttange misprision U 

Friiicc'8. 
Bene, Two of them have the very, ben 

honour ; 
And if their Tvi9doms be mUIed in thi«. 
The practice of it lives in John the bastardf 
'\\hosc spirits toil in frame of villaiiiios. 
Leon, I know not; If thej speak but trutl 

her. 
These hands shall tear her; if they wyong 

hononr, 
The proudest of them shall well hear of it. 
Time hath not yet so dried this Llqod of fw?»i 
Kor age co tat up my invcnrlon, * 

Kor fortune made such harock of my raeaiis^ 
Nor my bad life reft mc so much of friends^ 
But they shall fin(f, awak'd in such a kiiid, 
l^otli strength of limb, and policy of mind, 
Ability in means, and choice of &ieuds> , 
To quit me. of them tiiroughly. 

Friar, Paufe a while. 
And let my counsel sway yoti in this case. 
Your daughter here the Princes left for dead; 
Let her av/^liile be secretly kept in, 
And publish it, thai she is dead indeed i 
iVfaiutain a monrniug ostentation; 
And on your family's old monument 
Hang mournful epitaphs, and do all rites 
That appertain unto her*burial. • ** 

JLeon. What shall become of this? What ^ 

this, do? 
Friar, Marry, this, well carried, shall on 1 

behalf 
Change slander to remorse; chat is some eofUri 
Sat not f<or that, dream I on this strange cAtU) 
But ou this travail look for ^eatcr birtb> 

I 
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She dying t as it inu>t be so maiutain'd. 

Upon the instant that she was accns'd. 

Shall be lamented 1 pitied and* cxciia'dy 

Ot every hearer: Fox it so falls ont. 

That -what we have wc v^ze not to the worth* 

Whiles we enjoy it ; but beiiL^, lack'd and lost. 

Why, yien we rack the value ; then we find 

The virtue, that possession would not show us 

Whiles it was ours i — So will It fare, with 

Glaudio : 
When he shall hear she died upon his words* 
The idea of her life shall sweetly creep 
^Into his study oi: imagination; 
And every lovely organ of her life 
Shall come apparel'd in more precious habir. 
More moving - delicate , and full of life* 
■ Into the eye and prospect of his soul, 
Than w)ieu she liv'd indeed ; -« then shall he 

mourn, 
(If ever love had interest in his liver,) 
And wish' he had not so accused her; 
No, though he thought his accusation true. 
Let this be so, and doubt not but success 
Will fashion the event in better shape^ ' 

Than X can lay it down in likelihood. 
But if all aim but this be levell'd false* 
The supposition of the lady's death 
Will quench- the wonder of her infamy ( 
And* if it sort not well, you may conceal her 
(As best befits her woiuided reputation,) 
In some reclusive and religious life, 
Oxtt of all eyes* to^igues, minds, and injuries. 

Bene. Siguiox Leonato, let the friar advise you : 
And though* you know, my inwardiiess and love 
Is very much unto the f rincc and Claudio* 
Yet, by \aaxM honour* I will deal in this 
A Vol.. lU. ^ 
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As secretive, and justly, at your soul 
Should wirU yoirr Irody. • 

Leon. B<^iug that I fto-w in grief. 
The smaUfst twine may lead tne; 

Friar* 'Tis well consented; presently aw 

. for to strange sores strangely they 8tT< 

cure. — 
Copaet Lady, die. to ]xvt^i this "wedding day, 
Ferhafs* is but x>roloHg'd» have patien< 

endure. 
[Exeunt Faiar, Heuo, and Lsi 

Bene, Lady Beatrice » have ''you Wept 
while ? 

Heat, Tea, and I will weep a while Ion 

Sene. I will not desire that. 
,«>8tf4i^>'You haye- no reason, I do it freelj 

JBffnp* Sturely.y I do believe your fair eo 
WTong'd. 

Been, Ah , how much might the man i 
of me, that wonld Tight her! ' . ^ . 

Bene, Is there any w|iy*to «how «uch fiien 

Meaii'. A very even way, but no such f 

J^ne^. Mny a man do* it?"" 

B^at. It is a man's ofhce, but not yotun 
;.^|Krt«»,. Ir.do love- nothing in the wojld 8 
aS' you i . iBr not that strange? 

Beat. As strange as the thing I IcnoTT n 
wcr^-a^ possible for me to say, I loved n 
so well as you: but believe me not; and! 
lie not; I confess nothing-, nor I deny tit 
— 1 am sorry for my cousin. 

Bene. By my sword, Beatricd^, ihou loVe^ 

Beat. Do not swear by it, and teat it,* * 

B^ne, I will swear by it^ that youib" 
and I i will tnalw him eat it, that -eays^ I Uf 

you. * 

,. • ■ • . ■■''•■!> 
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. ' l^mt. Will you not eat ybiir word ? . 

Bene, TVith no * sauce that can 1>c devised to 
it: I protest, I^ love thee. 

Beat, -Why then , God forgive me ! 

Bene, "What offence, sweet Ue;^irice? 
' BeeU. You have staid me in a happy hour; Z 
^as About to. protest, I loved you. • 

Bens, And do it with all thy heart. 

B^at, I love you With so much of my hearty 
that none is left to protest. 

Bene, Come, hid me do any thing for thee. 
. BecU. Kill Glaudio. 

Bene, Hal not for the wide world. 

Beat. You kill me t(f deny it : Farewell. 1 

Bene, Tarry, sweet Beatrice. 
' Beuf, I am gone, though I am here; — There 
is no love in lyou: — Nay, I pray you, let 
sae go. 

Bene, Beatrice, — 
• Beat4 In faith, I will go. 

Bene, We'll be friends first, 

.B^at, You dure easier be friends with me, than 
fight with mine enemy. 

Bene. li Claudio thine enemy? 

Beifit, I0 he not approved in the height a vil- 
lain, that bath sla^ider'd, scorn'd* dishonoured my 
luntwoman ? — - O, that I were a man ! — Wha^! 
bear her in hand until vhey come to take hands ; 
and then with pubUck accusation, luicovered 
slander, unmitigated r<incour — O God, that I 
were a man i £ wotild. eat iiis heart in the i^tket- 
flacf. 

Bene, itear me» Beatrice. 

'Beat.. Talk with a man out at a -vfindow? -"^ 
a pr6per saying! 

Bene, ^'ey but, Beatrice; •-* 
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Beat, Sweet Hero! — she is wron^^d^ ilie ii 
slaiid<?r*d , iihc is uudone. 

liene. Beat — - • 

Heat, Princes, and Counties ! Surely, a pfincdy 
testimoay* a goddly count -oonfcct; a sweet gal- 
lant, Biirely ! O that I were a man for his saktl 
or that I had any friend would he a man for ny 
falte ! But * manhood is . melced into> couTtesics» 
valour into compliment, and men are only tu!rsed 
into tongue, and jtrim one k- too t he is now as 
raliant las Hercnles, that only tells' a lie, tod 
swears it: -— 1 cannot be a m^ with wishing, 
therefore I will die a wo^an with grieving. ' 

Bene, Tarry, good Beatrice: hy this hand, I 
love thee. •■ 

Beat, Use it for my lore some other way than 
swearing by it, ' ^ 

Bene. Think yoti in your soiil, the Gonlit 
Claudio hath wrong'd Hero? 

Beai,. Ycif as sure as I have a thought,' or- a 
soM. 

Bene, Enough, I am engaged, I will challengf 
him; I will hiss yonr hand, and so leave you: 
By this hand, Claudio shall render me a *dear 
* account : As you hear of me , so think of me. 
Go, comfort your cousins 1 must say ,*! she is 
dtad; and so farewelL * [Exeui9i. 

S C E N £ II. 
A Prisotu 

Tenter Docbcrat, Verges, and Sexton, in gowmij 
and eke Watch, ivitk Conaade and BoaACBXO« 

Dogb, Is our whole dissembiy appeared? - ^ 
Ter^, Of a stool and a cushion for the tclElan^ 
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* 

# 

Sexion. TVbich be the malefactors ?• 

Dogh, IVf arry t that am 1 and my partiMr. . 

Verg, Nay, that's cercaiii; we have the efthibl- 
tiou. to cspunine. 

Sextqn, Sut wbicli are the ofTciiders '.that arc 
to 1>e ..exauizied? let them come before master 
constable. . 

Dogb, Teftf marry, let tb«m'come before me. -^ 
What is your name, friends 

Bcrm>, Borachio. 

Dpgb. Pray -write down — Boxachio *— Yoiirs, 
eirrahl? , 

i^on. I am a geutleioaiit Sir^ and my name is 
Conxade. 

Dogb, 'Write down — master gentleman Gonradc. 

— .Masters, do you serve God? 
Con, Sora. y^a , Sir, we. hope. 

Uogh, Write down — that they h^pc ttey 
«ervt God : — and write God first \ for God 
defend but .God should ^o before suck yillaiiu ! 

— Master**," it is proved already that you arc 
little better than false hnaves ; and it wUI go near 
10 be thoug^ht 6o sboriiy. How answer you for 
yonrselvcs.y 

Con, Marry« Sir, we say we are ii^oiie. 
. Dogh. A marveUous witty fellow» 1 assute yo^i* 
but I will go about with hiu.. '-^ Come you 
Lith«r, sirrah; a wurd in your car. Sir; I say tu 
you, it is thought you axe false kiiavc*. 

Bora* Sir, I sjy to you, we arc none. 

T>oiih, ■\Veil, ftand aside. — 'Fore God, they 
are bo'h in a tale: liave you writ down •— that 
tjicy are noiie? ■ 

^cx:on. Master constable ,• you ga not the way 
to examine; you yauit call forth the watch that 
&re their accusexs. 
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TDogh, Yea, marry, that's the eftest "vr4y$' — 
T.et the watch CDxne forth: — Masters, I cfaarfo 
you, in the Frince> nam^, accuse these n^ea. 

1 Wateh: This man said. Sir, that. Don John, 
the Prince's brother, was a villain. 

t>Pgh. Wrife down — Priuce Johji a^ villain:-^ 
Why this is flat perjury, to call a Prince's hrothf* 
— rillaiu. - 

JBt>'ra, Master constable, — 

Dogh, Pray thee , fellow , peace ; I do |iOt like 
tbyiWoki'l^roiAise thee. • » , 

Stj^on* "Vl'^hat heard you hjm say else? 

9 Wofch, Marry f that he had receired a thou- 
sand dticats of Don John, for accusing the lady 
Hero wrongfully. 

Dogb, Flat burglary, as ever was> cotimiitted.^^ 

^erg. Yea, hv the mass, that it is. 

^^fjr/ow. Wha? else , fellow ? 

1 Watch, And that Count Claudio did mean^ 
upon his words, to disgrace Hero before the whole 
assembly, and not marry her. • 

Lfogb, O •villain? thou w'ilt be condeiftned into 
everlasting redemption for thi^^ • ' • » 

Sexton, What else? \ 

^ f9^atch. This is all. 

Sexton, And this is more , masters , than yon 
can- 4eny< Prince JJohn is -this morning Secretly 
stolen away; Hero was in this manner 'accused, 
in this very maimer refused, and upon the grief 
of this, suddenly died, ^-s- H^aster constable, let 
these men be bound , and brought to Leonato's ; 
I will go before anJ show him their examination; 

{Exit. 

Dogh. Come , let them be opinidn'd. 
Verg. T.et them- bo id band. 
Con, Off, coxcomb! - 
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Zyegh", 6od*8 my life! 'whereas the texttm? let 
Itt write down -* the Friuce'* o^icer, t'excomb. 
•• Cont, bind them t — . Thoii naughty rarlct ! 

Con, Away ! you are an ass » you arc an ass. 

X)ogi, Do«t thou not suspect my place? Dost 
lou not suitpect my years ? -^ O thit> he were 
ere to write me down — > an a»s! — .liut, ,nuu- 
tBf remember, that I am an ass! though it be 
Dt written done» yet forj^ct not that I am an 
i > •*- No , thou vi]iain> thou itt full of piety» 

shall be prored upon thee by good witness. I 
a a wise fellow; and, wiiich is more* an officer; 
idi ^pirl^ich is move» a honsholdcr; and, which is 
ore* skn pretty a pitee of flesh as any u in 'Mes- 
tu) and one that Icn^ws the law, go to; and 
ricli fellow enough » go to; and a fello\^ that 
ith had losses; )and dne that h|^th two gowns, 
id every thing handsome abour himi — * Bring 
m away. 0> that I had been writ down <-« 
i aat! [^Exeunt, 



"*» 



ACT Y. SCENE I. 

Be/ora "L-eovato's House, 

BntMr Leonato 'and Avtokio* 

nt, If you go on thus t you will kill yourself; 

id 'tis iM>t wisdom, thus to second grief 

Minst yoiflrself. 

Leon. I pray thee, cease thy coiuiscl, 

inch falls into mine ears at profitlcis 
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Ai W»Mi in 1 tl^ti give not me council .' r 

VoT let no comfoiler delight miixt cug '.ir_ 

But iucti ■ one wboie ntoiigi do luit villi 

Biing Dw « falhH , thaf lo lov'd bia cbild. 
Whij^e Jojr of her ii ovemh^lm'd like ^ae. 
And liid liim spcik of paiiriice; 
IHeuim bis woe the length and liieadth of Bine, 
Aud let it answer evciy Etniii foj strain 1 
A> (bus for lliiti , and sitcb a grief foe iiicb, 
III erety lineament, biaocfa. tb;ipc, and tnimi 
If lucb. « one nill sndle, and tiiake'hie bcjirdt 
Ctj ■ — Soirow, w»g 1 and hem, when he shbuld 



kuch muii Fof. btothcT, men 
i;aii coniisei, aud ipeiK comfoit to that grief 
Which they ihemsclvei not feolj but, tajtiug it 
Their cbiinie! iiimE lo pission, which befoie 



ter .trong mad,ie 


is ill a silheu ihnad. 


tern ach tviih all 


■, and agouy with ^oidt: 


, noi 'tis all mei 


I's ofKrc to »pejk paiietice 


th6»e that wiiiij 


■ under the loud of a anon 



To be so moTJl, wheii lie shall -endure 

Tbe like himtelf; theTcfdre give me no couDcel; 

My giiefl clf loiider than adyriuiecment. 

^rtt. TheieLi 4o men from childien aotbi 
diff.T. 

Ltoh. I piay thee, pcacei I nill.lw Deib.a 



*^ "'^ 'iea 71'^° *««.»; ! ^"'y-ds 

fi '" ^o„M ,f'**" hiaji;, ' food 

"'' ' '< r; , , "'" -^ >.«« 

a fooi; 
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Aft, under privilege of age, to brjig 

"What kairc I done beinic yotuig, or what Tronld d( 

"Were I uot old: Kiiow» ClahdiOi to thy head» 

Thou hast ao wrong'd mine innocent child and au 

That I am forc'd to lay my reverence 1>y ; 

And* with grey hairs, and bruise of many daysi 

Do challenge thee to trial of a man. 

I sayy thou hast bely'd mine iiuiocent child; 

Thy slander hath gone through and through he 

I .. ^ ■ ■ heart. 

And she lyex buried with her ancestors: 
O ! in a tomb where never scandal slept. 
Save this of her's , framed by thy villainy. 

Claud, My villainy ! 

Lt6n» Thine,' Glandio-; thine I say. 

JD. Pedro, You say not right, old man. 

Leon: My Lord, my Lord, 
I'll ptove it on his body, if he dare; 
t)c8^te his nice fetice, and his active practice, 
His M»y of ^onth, and bloom of liistyhc>6d. 

Claud, Away, I will not have. to do with yon 

Leon, Caiist thou so daff me? Thou hast kiii'c 

my 'child ; 
If thou kili'st me, boy, thou shalt hill a man^ 

Ant, He shall hill two of us, and men indeed: 
Bu\ that's no matter; let Iiim kill one G.ibt ;,-;<• 
Win me and -wear me, -^— let him answci 

me: — 
Corned' follow me, boy; come, boy, follow me^ 
Sir boy, I'll whip yon from your foiuing fence; 
Kay, as I am a gentleman, I will. 

\L.eon\ Froiher, — • ■ ." 

Ant, Content yourself: God linows, I lpv*d flq| 

niec<- ; 
And she is dead, slandered Xo death by villaiillit 
That dare as well answer a man, indeed. 
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Am -I dxre uihe a serpent by the tongue: 
Boyty apes, braftgartgy Jaclis, jnillcsops-! — 

l49on. Brother Aiifony» ^>— 

jitU, Hold you couteut; What, inaa? I Know 

them,* yra, • ■ 

And what they wei^h^ eren to the ut]ii,08t fcrnple : 
Scambiingt out 'facing, faxhion'-mong'ring' boys, 
That lie* and cog, .and Aout, deprave and slander, 
06 auticlcly, and ithew c^utward hideousness, 
And speak off half a dozen dahgcroiis words* 
How they might hurt their euemiesi if they durst/ 
And this is ail. 

Leon, But ; 'brother Antony, — • - 

jitU. Gome, 'tis no matter; 
Do not you meddle, let me deal in this. ^ 

X). Fedro. Gentlemen both, we will not wa]k« 

your patience. 
My heart is sorry for your dauj^htcr's death'^ ' 
But, on my honour, she was charg'd with nothings 
But what was true^, and very full of proof. 

Leon, My Lord ^ my Lord,*— • 

1>. Pedro, I will not hear you. 

Leon. No? ■ . ' 

Broilicr, away: — I will be heard; — 

Ant-. And shall. 
Or some of us will smart for it. 

[Exeunt Lkoivato and AwTOKio. 

Enter BenkdiCk. 

• ■ - • • 

T),' Pedro, See, see; -here comes the nutii- i^e 
went to seek. ' 

Claud, Now, Signior ! what news! 
Bene,' Good day, my Lord. 

D. Pedro, "Welcome, Signior: You arc almost 
omc to patt almost a fray. 
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CluHit. Vi-e had likt ta hare had our two 
laappcd aS wiih fito oU men ^ibout tnti 

D. Pedro. t.rroiuM iiiti Irii bTOtfa«: 
diink'tt choiil Had -ne fought, I dooliC 
•hoiild have b'cu loo yonns /or chcm. 

t came to ireh you both. 

Claud. W« liavB beeit np and doira ti 
timi for we »« hi;h-pioof inclancholr, 
woul f^uit rhare it beatm awayi "Wilt tboi 

Bent. It U in my tcabbirdi Staill I drivr 
■O. P*dra. Doet ihou near tby wit b. 
•idnf 

Gaud. Hcrer any did ao, though votj" 
)UTC bten br»id> iLeir wit, — I -will bid 
draw, ai w> do the miiiiiicla ; draw, to 

. D. Ptdro. A< I am au boiiiit man, be 



care kill'd a cai, thou hut nctile eiioiiKb in 
to hill cai«. 

Bene. Si<, 1 ihall meet your wit in the < 
an you chaigc it agaiiut me.- — I ptaj 
choote another tiibjcct. i 

tUaud. Kay, then give him another staff; 
last wan broke cio,>?. 
■D. rtrtro. By ihiB li^ht, he changei moT 
.motfi I ibiiik, he be migry ^jideed. 

Ciaiid. If he be, be knaw* how co tui 
I (irdlc. 

Bbiit. shall I speaK a word .in your ejtf 

Claud, t^od I>lc5s me from a chalkiige ! 

Be,u. You arc a viU.uu — I jcsi not i 
wiil sLthe it good how yoii dare, wiib nJiat 
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due, and wHcn you dare; — Do me rijgiht, or I 
'Will protest your cowaxdice. You have kiil'd ft 
fwcet l«dy« aud hrr death shall fall heavy on 
yon; Let me htiv fr^m you. 

Claud. WellyX will meet you, to I may hare' 
good cheer. 

X>. Pedra. "What, a feast? a feast? 

Claud, rfaithy X thank him; he hath bid me 
to a calf's head and 'a capoxi; the which if I do 
not "carve mo«t curiously* say, my Kuife's naught. 
*— Shall I not find a woodcock tooi'' 

JBane. Six, your wit ambles well; it goes easily. 

I>. Fffdro, I'll tell thee how Beatrice prais'd 
thy wit the other, day : I said , thou hadst a fine 
wit; True, says she, a fine little one: No, said 
1, a great wit; liight, ^ays she, a great grosr 
ones Nay, said I, a good ivits Juji, said she, it 
hurt J' no body : Nay , said I , the gentleman ix 
wise; Certain, said she, a wise gentleman t Nay,. 
said I, he hath the tongues f That I believe, said 
she, for he swore a thing to me on Monday 
night , whieh^ he .forjwore on Tuesday ntorning ; 
eJiere's a_ double, tongue, there* s two tongues • 
Thus did she, an hoiur together, trans -shape thy 
particular virtues ; yet, at last, she concluded with 
a sigh,' thou wast the propercst man in Italy. 

■Claud, For the which she wept heartily, and 
said, she cared not. 

' D. Pedro, Yea, that she did; but yet, for all 
thai , an if she did not hate him 4cadly , she 
wottld love him dearly: the old man's daughter 
told us all. 

Claud. All, all; and moreover, G4td saw hint 
when, he was hid in t/ie garden, 

D. Pedro, But when shill we set the savage 
buU*f korns on the sensible Benedick's head? 



» -^ 
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* I 

r/ jf^f^udm Tea , and text underneath , JFTtf/v ^dwtiBi 
Senedick the married man P 

Bene. Faze you well, boy» yotilKnoTr nry nind} 
I will^ I'eave you now to your *gos9ip-li]ie hfi* 
moor: you break jests i^s braggarts do their blidtt* 
which* God be thanked, hurt not. -—''My lAnA, 
for your many courtesies I iliank you: I auut 
discontinue your company: your brother > the 
bastard » is Bed from Messina: yoii have» among 
you » kiird a sweet axid innocent lady : For laj 
lord Lack -beard) there > he and I shall meet;- tad 
till then, peace be with him, [Exit BxnjedDSx* 

JD. Pedro, He is in earnest. 

Claiid. In most profound earniesti and 9 I'll 
warrant you» for the love of Beatrice. 

X>. Pedro, And hath challenged thee? 

Claud, Most sincerely. 

£). Pedro, What a pretty thing man is, wliM 
he goes in his doublet and .hose* ' and leaves off 
his wit I "^ 

« 

Enter DoGBXzuiTy Verges > and tht WmtAt 

with CoTTAADE and Boracbio. 

Claud. He is then a giant to an ape: bixt thM 
is an ape a doctor to such a ra^au 
. D, Pedro. But, soft you» let be; pluck np, my 
hearty and be sad! Did he not say« my brothrc 
was fled? 

JDogb, Come, you, Sir; if justice cannot tOM 
you, she shall ne*er weigh more reasons! in W 
balance : nay, an you be a cursing hypoGxitle lOBC^ 
you ^ must be lookM to. 

D. Pedro, How now^ two of my \no^tdt9 
mtVL bouud ! Borachio, one ! 

Clflud, 'Hearkcu after their offence^ mf . Loill • 



IMro. Officers 9 'vfhat offence hare these 
Mief 

hm Mafrj-» SiXf they, have comioitted false 
I jnoreovcr, they have spoken untruths; 
Rxiljr, they are slanders; si^ath and lastly* 
aye bely'd a lady; thirdly t they have yeri* 
ijust things; aiid^ to conclude ^ they are 
Knaves. 

F^dro, First » I ask thee what they have 
thirdly , I ask thee what's their offence ; 
ind lastly » why they are conunitted ;^ and* 
elude, w^hat you lay to their chaTge. 

id* Rightly reasoned 4 and in his own divi* 
tndy by my trorh, there's one meaning well 

"^edro, "Who have you offended j masters, 
>n are thus bound to. your answer? this 

constable is too cunning to be understood: 

your offence? 

ft. Sweet Prince* let me go no further to 
nswer; do you hear me* and let this -Count 
e. I have deceived even your veuy eyesi 
your wisdoms could not discover;, these 
r fools have brought to light ; who » in 
i;ht, over -heard me confessing to this man* 
Don John your broiher incensed, me to 
the lady Hero;, how you ."vvcre brou|^Ut 
le orchard* ^d saw me court Margaret in 
gaxm^Mits; how you disgraced her* when 
ioiild marry her: my villainy they have 
record ;' wh^ch I had rather seal with -my 
ti^axL repeat over t'o* my shame: the lady is 
p6u mine and my master's false accusation; 
riefly-* I desire nothing but the reward of a 



I 



so HUGH ADO ABOUT MOTHnm. 

C Pcdre. Haiu not. tbU ipeecb liki 
Ihroii^h ;our bloodt 

Claud. 1 tkire dTunk poiioik, whLln 
ttr-d il. 

O. Fedra Bnt ^d mj bigiher let thea 

Sara, Yn, «ud piiA mc lichJj for llu p 
of it. 
JD, Pedro. He it coppcu'd and ina 
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pt - «ll(«r tXOlIATO «lu( AVTOMIOi wil 

£Epn. Wbich il the villunt Let nu 

>That wlicn I note inather nun lihe htn, 
I miy araid him; Wliick of th«* ii het 
Bora. Ii yoti would know fOui wii>a|c 

Lean. Ait tbou the slive, ihic with ihj 
hut kiU-d 
Mine Innocent childf 

Sara. Tea, eveu I alone. ' 

LioH, Ko, uBt 10) viUiui i thou b«Le)r'it t 
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B» tUiid a pair of honontsble nml. 

t^ird is fledy that bad a hand in it : 

Uunfc you* Friuces* for my daughter's de^th^ 

cord it -with your high and worthy deeds ; 

pnu biavely donty if ypu bethink you of it. 

Clawl. I Know not how xto pray your patience^ 

t I mast speak: Choose your revenge yourself} 

ipose me to what penance your invention 

n lay upon my sin: yet sinn'd X not« 

It in mistaking. 

V. Pttdro. By my sonl, nor I; 

id yet* to satisfy this good old man» 

would bend under any heavy weight 

lat he'll enjoin me to. 

L^on. I cannot bid you bid my daughter liTTf 

lat irrere imposfible; but I pray you bothi 

issess the people in Messina here 

iw iimoceiit she dieds and» if your love 

tn labour aught in sad inveutioii» 

lag her an-^iiaph upon her tomb, 

ad. sing it. to her bones ; sing it to night : — • 

I -morrow morning come you to my houfe;; 

nd since you could not be my son-in-law* 

• yet my nephew: my brother hath a daughter^ 

Imost the copy of mf child that's dead* 

ud she aloue ii heir to both of us;* 

ive her the right you should hare given her 

cousiuy 
nd so dies my reven;;e» 
'Claud. Or noble Sir, 

our over-kindiicss doth wring tears from me! 
do embrace your ofljtr } and dispose 
or henceforth of poor Glaudio* 
Lson* To - morrow then I will , expect your 

coming ; 
'O-iaght I take my leave. — This naughty man 
Vol.. lit. V VS 
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Shall face to fade be brouii^ht to Marf^aret* 
"Who, I believe, %va8 park' J in all tills wroiig» 
IlLr'd to it by your brother. 

Bora. !NOy by my foiii, flie was not; 
Kox knew not what shv did, when she spokl 

to me; 
But always hath l)cen just and virtuoiUf 
III any thing that I do know by ht?r. 

JOogb. Moreover, Sir, (which, indeed, is not 
wndcr whirc and black,) ihi« plaintifT here, the 
offender, did call me as« : I befeech you, let it be 
lemcmbered in his punishment; And also, the 
watch heard them talk of one Deformed: they 
I t fay, he wears a key in his car, and a lock haiig* 
inj5 by, it; and borrovr* money in God'4 n-iaic; 
the which he hath used so long, and never paid, 
thi«t now men prow hard-hearted, and will lend 
nothing, for God's sake: Pray you, examine hm 
upon that point. 

Leon, I thank thee for thy car^ and honest' 

pains. 

Vogh. Tour "Worship speaks like a most thank- 
ful and- reverend youth; and Upraise God fbi 

you. 

Leon. There's for thy pains. 

JDo'^h, God save the foundation! 

Leon. Go , I discharge thee of thy prisoner* 
•lid l^ thank thee. 

Dogb. I leave an arrant knave -with your 
"Worship ; which , I beseech your "Worship « to 
correct your-iell:', for the example of others,. OoA 
keep your Worship; I wish your Worship widls 
>God restore you to health: I humbly g^Y6 jon 
leave to depart; and if a merry meeting nuy bt 
wish'd, God prohibit it. — Come, neighbour. 

lExentU I^ocBEAiir, Vskces^ and Witdi* 
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Mi*. Until to-morrow morning. Lords, fare- 

f. Farewell^ my L>oTd» ; we look for you to* 

•w- . •',•<»' 

Hedro. We wiU not fail. 

•ud. To • night 1*U mouTu with Hero. 

[^Exeunt D, Peduo and GZiAVDio. 
»if. Briii^ you these fellows on » we'll talk 

\viih Margaret, 
her acquaintance grew with this lewd fellow. 

S C E N E II. 
Leonato's Garden* 

Iter Benedick and M^vhgaaet, meeting* 

ie» Pray thee* sweet Mistress Margaret, de* 

w^ell at my bauds, by helping me to the 
L of Beatrice, 
.rg-. Will you then write me a sonnet in 

of my beauty? 
i«. In so high a style, Margaret, that no 
iviiig shall come over it ; for, in most comely 

thou dcscrvciit it. 
:rg. To have no man come over me? why, 
I always keep below suits ? 
i£. Thy wit is as quick as the greyhound's 
I, it catches. , 

:rgr. And your's as blunt as the fencer's 

which hit, but hurt not. 
itf. A most manly wit, Margaret, it wiU not 
I' woman: and so, I pray thee, call Beatrice; 
t thee .the bucklers. 

r^. Give us (he swords , we have bucklexa. - 
r own. 
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Ben*.. If yon iirf them, Margirei, yon im 

iu ih( piiit! with a vice; (od (hey u* dm 
wtapoiu for mnidi. '' ... 

Marg. Well, 1 will c»lt B(rf^fc« » you 
1 think, hath legs. [Exii Mau 

Btnt. And thertfote will COIU. 

The god of leve, fS 

T/iat .in aiove. 
And kitowi me, and kitewt bk, 
Hoiu pitiful I dtiervt, — 

1 Bieini in ■■ngln];i tut iu loTing. — 1 
.the gooA sTviiiuner, Tioihu the filtt eispli 
pitidars, xnd ■ whole booh fiiU of thne qv 
Giiliet-maiigeTt', whote nimva yel rnu tn 
in tlie eveu road of a bliiik veige, why, 
wen iievtr lo Imly iiitn'd over and o»*r 
poor Brlf, ia loves "Xlaitj, 1 cannot ibaT 
ihimri 1 hare iif'di I can find out no lb 
lady but hair< *'^ lunocciit ihiiaei fat 
horn, a hiid ihime; for tchaol, Jool, a h. 

bain niLdcc a rbiming pUuet, jiior I camu 



£i%t»r BbaTAiCE. 

Sweet Sutiioet would'it thoii cone when I 
tbeeT 

B*al. Tea, GigoioT, and dei>ait when yon 1 

Sme. O, Hay but till ihrn > 

Seal. ThtH, U apohm ; fare yon well ni 
and yet, ete I (O, let ne go with that 
foi, which it, Vith hnowiag whu lutb 
bctwceu yoK wid CUudlo. 
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'. Btfiur. Onij foul words; and thereupon I will 
jfuit thee. 

Btae. Fonl words is but foul wind* and foul 
wind is but foul breath, and fbuL breath is lioi* 
some; therefore I will depart unkiss'd. 

Bene. Thou hast frighted the word out of his 
right sense y so forcible is thy witt Dnt, I must 
tell the« pithily, Claudio undergoes sny challenge; 
and either I must shortly hear from him, or I 
will subscribe him a coward. And, I pray thee 
no^v» tcU 'me» for which of my bad parts didst 
thou first fall in love with me? 

Beat. For them all together; whic)^ maiutain'd 
so politick a state of* evil , that they will not 
admit any good part to intermingle with them. 
But fior which of my good parts did you first 
suffer* lore for me? 

Bene. Suffer lovef a good epithet f I do suffer 
'lore, ittdeedf for I 'love thee against my will. 
' Beat. In spite of your hejirt, I think;, alas!^ 
poor heart! If you. spite it for my sakct I will 
s^ite it for yours; for I will never love that 
which my friend hates. 

Bene, Thou and 1 are too wise to woo peace- 
ably. 

Beat» It appears not in this confession: there's 
not one wi^e man among twe9tT» that will praist 
himself. 

Bene, An old| an old insttmcey Beatri<!e, that 
lived in the time of good neighbours : if a man 
do not erect in this age his own tomb ere -he 
diest he shall live no longer in monument, iliau 
the. bell rings , and the widow weeps. 
. :^fMf • And how long is ihaiy think yon ? 
. . .-i^JM^Qnestion ? — Why> tn hour in clamour^ 
aad adipuiitr in rheum: Therefore It is most 
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^expedient for the wUe* -(if Don \Vorm, itU cw 
fcicncc, fiud no ixnpcdimcuc to the conttary,) to 
\te the trumpet of his own virtues , as I am to 
myself: So much for praisiu^ myself (whot I 
myself will bear witness f is praise -\\roTthyi) and 
now tell me, How doth your cousin? 

Beat, Very ill. 

Bene. And how do you? 

Seat, Yery ill too. 

Bene. Serve God» lore mtf and mends there 
will I leave you too« for here comes one in 
haste. ' 

Enter Uasi7I.a. 

Urs. Madam, you must come to yotir uncle; 
yonder's old coil at home: it is proved » my lady 
Hero hath been falsely accused, the Prince and 
Claudio mightily abused: aud Dou John Is the 
author of all , .who is fled aud gone : Will you 
come presently ? 

Beat. AVilL you go hear this news, Signior? 

Bene, 1 will live in thy lieact, die in thy lapi 
and be buried in thy eyes ; -aud, moreover, I will 
go with thee to thy uncle's. [^ExeuiU* 

S C E N *E IIL 

2%tf ituide of a Church. 

Enter Dan Fssno, Clavdio, and AttentUmU 



with musich and tapers. 

jClaud, Ts this the monument of jLeonatO'f ' ' 
Atten^ It is» my I.ord. JJf- 

Claud. [Beads from a scroll.^ 4p^ • 
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. ^Done to Death hy slanderous tongues 
fVas the Hero that here lies: 
Deaths in guerdon of her wrongs, 
^kf0t her fame which tLcver dies. 

So thaiive, that died wil/i shame, 
I^rvet in death with glorious fame* 

Hang thou there xtjjon l7ie tomh, [.iffixinj it. 
Praising her when I am dumb, •— 

Jovr, musickt souud, and sing your solemix hymu. 

SONG. 

Pardon , Goddess of the night. 
Those ' that slew thy virgin knights 
For the which, wit)f songs of WQe» 
Hound about her tomb they go, 

lUflidnight, assist our moan; 

Help us to sigh and groan. 
Heavily^ heavily: 

Graves, yawn,' and yield your deadf 

Till death be uttered. 
Heavily , heavily, 

daud. Now, unto thy bones good night! 

Yearly TS'ill I do this rite. 
D. Pedro, Good morrow » masters; put your 

torches out: 
The wolves hare prey'd ; and look, 'the gentle 

day, 
fore the wheels of FhoebuSf round about 

Dapples the drowsy east with spots of grey: 
lanks to you all, and leave n^; fare you well. 
Claud, Good morrow, masters; each his several 

way. 
D« Pedro, Came, let ns hence , and put on 

other weeds; 
td then to Leonato's we will go* 
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Claud J Audf Hjmen» novr with luG^er Usae 

speed's, ' 

Thau this J fox ipv^hom w« reiider'd up -ihit wof! 



T 
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Enier laiLosATOt Ai^tokioi BevkdIcKi B&a,tju6$> 
UnsuiiA, 'Friar and Hilro,. 

Friar ^ Did I not tell, you she was innooent? 

Leon. So are the Prince and Claudia t who 
• accused hext 

Upon the> error that you beard debated: 
But Margaritt was in some fault for this; 
Although against her Will, as it appears 
Jn the true 'course of all the question. t 

. jinti "W^iU I am glad that all things sort so welL 

Bene. And 80 am 1, being el^^ by faith enforc'd 
To call young Claudio to a' reckoning for it. > 

Leon, W^ell, daughter, and 3£ou gentlewoman «ti| 
"Withdraw into a chamber. by yourselves; 
And, "when I send for you, come hither masVd: 
The Briuce aiid Claudio promised by this hour 
To vifeit me: — You ^ow your office> brother; 
You miutc be father to your brother's daughter. 
And give her to youti^ Claudio. [Exeunt Ladiifi^ 

Ant. Which I will do with coufirm'd conate- 

nance. 
- Bene» Friar, I miist entreat* your pains, I thank. 
* Friar. To do what, Signior? 

Bene. To bind me, or undo me, one of them«.«— 
Signior Leonato, truth it is, good Signior, 
Your niece regirdd me with ^n eye of favour. 

Leon. That eye my daughter lent her^ *f ia most 

,. .Ufue*.-',- . . * 
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cJUmMc And I do vpith an eye of love requite her. 

Z*£on. The sight whereof, I thiuk, you had 
' ir' from me, 

Wnm Claudio , and the I'rince ; But Trh3it*6 ypnr 

will? 

Bene. Tour -anhwer. Sir, is enigmatical: , 

Bufy for my'will, my will is, your good will ^ 
JMIay. stand with ouze* thiti day to be conjoiu'd 
In the state of honourable, marriages •-• 
In which, good friar, I shall desire your help. 

LeoH, My heart is With your iiliiog,' 

Friar, And tay hti^» 
Here comes the Prince ^ and Clattdio. 

Briier Don Pxdao and Ci-avdio f wiik Attend; 

ants, 

X>. Tedro, Good morrow to this fair aisembiy, 
X^bis. Good morrow, Pxincf; good morrow> 

Claudio ; 
We here attend you; Ate you yet determine 
To* day to marry with my brother's daughter? 
Claud, ril hold my mind, were she an Ethiop. 
Leon^ Call her forth, broihei^, here's the friar 

ready, [Enher AktonioI 
■ 2>. Fedro, Good morrow. Benedick: 'VVhy» 

w^hat's.the matter. 
That you have such^a February face. 
So full of frost, of storm , and cloudiness ? 

Claud* 1 tliinli, he thinks upou the savage bull : 
Tuslv^ tea not, man» we'll tip thy horns with 

gold. 
And all Europa shall rejoice at thee; 
As once Europa did at lusty Jove, 
When he would play the noble beast in love. 
Bene. Bull Jove, Sir, had an. am\aVk\« Yo-^X 
And some such gtnnge bail leap'd ^0311 i^cO^vef % CQ^ ^ 
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And got a calf in that same nohle feat, 
Much 'like to you, tor you have just his bleat. 

He -enter Antonio/ ivUh the La'dies mask'd, • 

Claud, For thi« I owe you: here come other 

xechoiuugs. 
"Which is the lady I must seize upon? 

wlnt. This same is she, aud I do giv<^ yon her. 
Claud. Why, jthen she's mine: Sweet, let in« 

see your face. 
Leon. No> that you shall not, liU yen take her 

hand 
Before this friar, and swear to marry her, 

Claud, Give me your hand before thi/holy friiri 
I am your husband, if you like of me. 

Hero. And when I liv^d, I was yojnr oiber 

wife: lUnmasking. 

And when you lov*d, you were my other hni- 

band. 
Claud. Another Hero? 
I-Icro. NoihiiLg ceriainer : 
One Hero died defil'd; but I do live. 
And, surdy as I live, 1 am a mud. ^ ► 

Z>. Pedro. The former Hero ! Hero that is, dead! 
Leon. She died, my I-ord, but -whiles her slah* 

dcr liv'd. 
JViar. All this amazement* can I qualify; 
When, after thac the lioly rites arc ended, ' 

I'll tell ynii largely of f.iir Hero's death: 
M^an time, let wonder seem familiar. 
And to the chapjj UA us presently. 

Bene. Soft and f,iir, friar. — "W'iiich is Beatrice? 
Beat, I answer to that name ; [UnmAshingi 

What is your will? 
Bene. Do not you love mc. 
Beaf. Jso, no more than reason. * 



1 
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IBene, "Why, then yoiir xixicle, and the Prince, 

• • • and CLiiidio* 

Have been deceived ; for they swore you did. 

Beat, Do not yon love me? 

Bene, No, no more than reason. 

Bene. TVhy, then my consin» Margaret, and Ursula, 
Are much dcceiv*d; for they did swear, you did. 

Bene/ They s>vpre that you were almost sick for me. 

Beat, They swore that you''wcre well - nigh 

• dead for me. 

Bene, 'Tis no such matter: •— Then, you do 

not love me? 

Beat. No, truly, but in friendly xccompence. 

Leon, Gome, cousin, I am stire you love the 

gentleman. 

Claud, And I'llbe swOrn upon't, that he lovos her ; 
For )icre'ii a paper, wiritten in his hand, 
A halting sonnet of his own pure brain, 
Fashion'd to Beatrice. 

Hero, And here's another, 
TSTrit in my cousin'd hand, stqlen from her pocket. 
Containing' htft alTectiou unto Benedick. 

Bene. A mirac^! here's our own hands against 
OUT hearts ! -—Come, I will have thee; but, by 
this light, I take thee for pity. 

Beat, I would not deny youj — but, by this 
good day, 1 yield upon great persuasion; and, 
partly, to save your life, for 1 was told you were 
iu 'a eonsumption. 

Bene, Peace, I will stop your mouth. — 

[Kissinff her. 

D, Pedro, How dost thou. Benedick the mar- 
ried man? 

Bene. 1*11 tell thee what. Prince; a college of 
^rvit -crackers cannot Aout me out of my hiunour: 
Dost thou think, I care for a satire, or an epi* 
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ACTl. SCENE L 

I 

Athens. A Room in the Palace of Theieiu. 

Enter Tn^sRVi, Hipfoltta, Fkxlostbatx » mnd 

Attendants. 

ft 

The, NoWf fair Ilippolyta, our nuptial hour 
i;)r^\y3 on apace; four happy days bring in 
Another moon: butt oh, mcthinks, how slow 
This old moon wanes ! t;he lingers my desixefy 
Liice to a «tcp-damc, or a dowager. 
Long writUcriug out a young mau'» revenue* 

HijK Four days wiU* quickly steep themtehrc 

in nights ; 
Four nights will quickly dream away the timei 
And then the moon* like to a silver bow 
New bent iu heaven « shall behold the nighc 
Of our solemnities. ' 

The. Go, Pliiloiitrate, 
Stir up the Athenian youth to merriments ; 
Awake the pert and nimble .spirit of mirth; 
Turn melancholy forth to funerals* 
The pale companion is not for our pomp. «— 

[Exit PUILOSTX 

Ilippolyta, I woo*d thee with my sword, . 
And ^von thy love, doing thee injuries; 
But I will wed thee in another key. 
With. pomp « with triumph, and with rcrell 
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"Ecxuiy "HsAJCxA, LTtAT^sxAy ond Dxatm* 

THirs. 

Ege, Happy be Thesensy «ur renowned Duke! 
The. Thanks , good Egeas ; ' W^hat's the news 

with thee? 
Ege, FtiU of vexation come I, with complaint 
Again9t my child, my daughter Hermia. — - 
Stand forth • Demetrius ; — My nobl^ Lord, 
Tills man hath my cou«:ent to marry her: -*- 
Suild forth* JLysauder $ — ,and> m^y gracious Duke^ 
This hath bewitch'd the bosom of my child: 
Thout thou, Lysander, thou hast given her rhimes^ 
And interchang'd love • tokens with my child : 
Thou hast by moon • light at her w^indow sung, ' 
With feigning voice, verses of feigning love ; 
And ttoi*n the impression of her fantasy 
With bracelets of thy hair> rings, gawds, conceits. 
Knacks, trilles, nosegays , sweet • meats s messengers 
Of strong prevailment in unharden'd youth: 
"With cunning hast thou filch'd my daughter's 

heart ; 
Tum'd her obedience, which is due. to me. 
To stubborn harshness: -^ And, mj gracious 

Duke, 
Be it so she will not here before your grace 
Consent to marry with Demetrius, 
I beg the ancient privilege of Athens ; 
Vs she is mine, I may dispose of her: 
Vhich shall be either to this gentleman, 
r to her death; according to our £aw, 
amediatcly provided in that case. 
The. What say you, Hermia? be advis'd, fair 

maid: 
you your father should. be as a God; 
e that compos'd your bteauties, yea, aud one 
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To 'v^hom you are but at a < form in wax^^ 
By him imprintedt and withia hit pow€t 
To leave the figure , or disiigurc it. 
Demetrius is a worth)» gentleman. 

Htr^ So is Lysaudcr. * * 

The, In liimself he iss 
But, in this kiadt wanting your father'*li ^bicCb 
The other must be held the worthier. 

jEfer. I would, my father look'd but with af 

eyes. 

The, Bather your eyes must with his judgtttca^ 

, look. 

ffer, I do entreat your gr<|ce to paxdoit a». 
I know not by wh^t power I am nuUU bot4| 
Kor how it may concern my modesty^ 
In such a prenence here» to plead my thoufhtit 
But I beseech your grace* that I may know 
The worst that may befal mc in this case. 
If I refuse to wed Demetrius. 

The, Either to die the deaths or to abjjuxf 
Forerer the, society of men. 
Therefore, fair Uermia, question your desires* 
Knt>w >of your youth, examine well your blopd 
Whether, if you yitld not to your faihf 

choice. 
You can endure the livery of a uun i 
For aye to be in shady cloister mew'df 
To live a barren sister all your life, 
Chanting f.uut hymus to the cold fruitless n 
Thrice blessed they, that master so their blo' 
To iinderg^o suoh maiden pilgrimage: 
But eartlilier happy is the rosie distill'd. 
Than that, wiiich, withering on xhe virgin 
Grows, lives, and dies, in single bless^daesi 

Her, So will I grow, so live, so die, mj 
Ere I will yield my virgin patent Uf 
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\ 
ills XiOTdiibjp» whose unwished yolce • 

>oul consentr not to give soverclf^uty. 

He, Take time to pause: and, by the next new 

moon, 

/he sealin,i( • day betwixt my love and mc. 

/or everlasting bond of fellowship,) 

Upon that day citlicr prepare to die» 

For disobedience to your father's will; 

Or- else to wed Demetrius, as he would: 

Or on Diana's altar to protest, 

S'or fye> austerity and sini^lc life. 

Dem, Relent, sweet Hermia \ •7- And, Lysander, 

yield 

Thy- crazed title to my certain right. 

Lys. You have her father's love, Demetrius ; 

Let me have Hermia's : do you marry him. 

£•1?.' Scornful Lysander ! truei he hath ray love; 

And what is mine, my love shall render hira; 

And she is miue; and all my right of her 

I do <!state unto Demetrius. 

Lys, I am, my Lord, as well deriv'd as h*, 

Vs well posAcssM; juy love is more than his; 

ly fortunes every way a^ fairly xank'd, ' 

? not with vantage^ as Demetrius'; 

nd, which is more than all these boasts can be, 

am bclov'i' of bejuuous Hermia; 

hy should not I then prosecute my rights 

metritis, I'll avouch it to his head,' 

!de love to Nednr's daughter, Helena, 

d -won her soul; and she, sweet Lady, dotes» 

"outly dotes, dotes in idolatry, 

41 this spotted and inconstant man. 

h€^ I must confess, that I have heard so much, 

with Demetrius thought to have spoke the* 

reof? 

being over -full of ttlf<^a£Ekir8« 

X.. III. T 



Bfy mind did lose it. •— Bnty Demetrinti ^.. 
And com", £<;eus ; you shall ^ virith n; 
I have «ojne priirau »chooIiag *fbr you both. -^ 
For jroiiy fair Hermia, look you arm yourself 
To fit y-our fancied to your father's 'Will; 
Or cl*c the Uw of Athens 3riclds you up 
(Which by no -meatts ^we may extenuate,) 
To death, -or to a vow of single life. — 
Gome, my Uippolyta; What chcer» my lore? •- 
Dtmctriusy and Egeud, go along: 
I mufit employ you in some business 
Against our nuptial; and confer with you 
Of somethiaig nearly that concerns yourselves. 
£^<£. ^Viik duty, and desire* "we foHow you. 

[Sxeunt Thks. Hip. Kce. Dem. Aud trmiu* 
JLyt, How now, .my love? Why is your cheek 

so pale? 
How chance the roses th«re do fade so fast? 
Her, licliKey for want of raini w^hich I cenld 

well 
Betccm them from the tempest of mine eyes. 

L,ys. Ail me! for aught th<t ever I could readf 
Could ever hear by tale or history » 
The course of true love never did run emoothi 
But , either it was different in blood ; 

Her, O cross ! too hiei^h to be enthrall'd to las 
Lys. Or else misgrafFcd, in respect of years; 
Her, O spite! too old to be cnga<;;*d to youi 
J.J-/. Or else it stood upon the choice of firier 
H«r, O hell! to choose love by another's ej 
J.yf, Or, if there were a sympathy iu' choir 
W^ar, death, or sickness did Liy siege to it; 
Making it momentany as a sound, 
Swift as a shadow, short as any dream ; 
Brief as the lighming in the cullied night. 
Thai, iu a spleen, unfolds both heaven aui 



, ^*« nave been ever cross*d, 

>»o mB an edict in destiny: 

PkeB let lis teach out trial patience, 

lecaiii>e it is a customary cross ; 

it due to love, as thoughtt, and dreamily and 

sighs, 
P^sh^t, and te^rs, poor fancy's followers. 
Lfs, A good persuasion; thetefore, hear me, 

Hermia. 
I have a widovr aiuit, a dowager 
!)f great revenue, and she hath uo child? 
?^m Athens is. her house remote scvcx^ league! ; 
ind she respects me as her oui^ son. 
There, gentle Hrrmia, may I mjurry tbeei 
iud.to that place the sharji Athenian law 
^niiot pursue us ; If thou iov';>t me then, 
•teal forth thy father's house to • morrow night ; 
ind in the wood, a league without the town^ 
Vhere I did meet thee ouce with Helena^ ' 
da observance to a moxn of May^ 
iiere will 1 stay for thee. 
Httr. My good I.ysander ! 
twear to thee, by Cupid's strongest bow; 
bis best arrow with the golden head ; 
the simplicity of Venus* doves; 
that which ikuitteth souls , and prospers loves ; 
I by that fire which burn'd the Chartage, 

Queen, 
>n the false Trojan under sail was seen; 
11 the vows that ever men have broke, 
timber more than ever women spoke ; -^ 
at same plncc thou katit appointed me, 
totrow truly will I meet with thee. 
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> Xj/. Keop pvomisey lovcx Look^ hew ceap 

Helena. : ' 

Enter U^IjJlvjl, 

Her, God speedy fair Helena! 'Whither away? 
Hel. Gall you me fair? that fair again luuaf. 
Pcmeirius loves your fair: O happy fair! 
Your eTes are lode- stars; and your tongue's sweet 

• air 
More tuneable than lark to iihe|»herd*s ear» 
When wheat is green, when hawthorn buds ap* 

pear, 
, Sickness is catching ; 0» were favour so ! 
Your's would I catch, fair Hermia, eve I go; 
My ear should catch your voice, my eye yav 

eye. 
My tongue should catch *your tongue's sweet 

melody. 
"Were the world mine, Demetrius being bated. 
The rest I'll give to be to you translated, 
O, teach me how you look ; and with what .art 
You sway the motion of Demctriu.s' heart. 

Jler, I frown upon him, yet he loves me still 
Her/. O , that your frowns would teach m 

smiles such skill ! 
Hiffr*. I give him curses, yet he gives me love 
Hel, Of that my prayers could such affecti' 

move ! 
Her, The more I hate, tbie more he follows i 
Hffl. The more I love, the more he hateth n 
H^r, His folly, Helena, ift no fault of mine. 
HeL None, but your beauty ; 'Would that £ 

were mine ! 
Her, Take comfort; he no more shall sw 

face ; 
Lysandcr and myself will fly this place. ■«» 



. ... unto a hell ! 
_v<«, to you OUT minds we will iiufoldt 
To-morrow night wheu Fhocbc doth behold 
Her silver visage in the wat'ry glass. 
Decking with liquid pearl the hladed grasSf 
(A time that lovers' flights doth s.till couccai,) 
Through Athens' gates have we devisM to- steal » 

IRer, And in the wood> where often you and I 
Upon faint primrose • beds were wont to lie. 
Emptying our bosoms of their council sweet; 
There my Lysander and myself shall meet : 
And thence, from Athene turn away our eyes. 
To seek new friends and stranger companies, 
Fare^nrcl, sweet playfellow; pray thou for u«» 
And good luck grant thee thy Demetrius! 
Keep word, Liysander: we roust starve our 5igHt> 
?rom lovers' food, till morrow deep midnight. 

l^yl, I will, my Hermia.^ 7— Helena, adicu-s 
s you on him, Demetrius dote on you ! 

\ExU Lts. 
HW. How happy some, o*cr other some, can be \ 
\rongli Athens I am thought as fair ss she. 
t what of that? Demetrius thinks not so; 

will not know what all but he do know. 

1 as he errs, doting on Henniasli eyes, 

I, admiring of his qitalities. 

igs ba.se- and vile, holding •^'^ 
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"Wings/ and no eyes, figure unheedy hatUs 

And thcTefoie is luve said to be a childy 

Because in choice he is so oft bei^iilM \ ' 

As waggifh boys iu game themselves foxiwfar» 

So the boy love i« perjiiT'd every 'where: 

For ere Demetrius look'd ou Hermia's cync> 

He hail'd down oaths, th^t he was only miaev 

And when this bail some heat from Hcxmia Mt, 

So he dissolv'dy and showers of oaths did jnck. 

I will go tell him of fair Hermia's Aight: 

Then to the wood will he » to-morrow nighty' 

PiiTsiie her; and for this iutelligence 

If I have tl^auks) it i* a dear expence: 

But' herein mean I do enrich my pain. 

To have his sight thither^ and bach again. [Ejot, 



S G £ 19 E II. 
The same. A Room in a Cottagt. • - 

Enter Skug^ Bottom* FZiUxx* SvoxfTp ^rxvcx» 

and StarvkZjIKG. 

Quin. Is all ou]r company here? 

Bot, You were best to call them genenllyi 
man by man, according to the scrip. 

Quin, Here is the scroll Of every nukn'g name, 
^orhich i^ thoiight fit, throtigh ail Athens , to play 
in OUT interlude before the Duhe and DuchetSf on 
his W(dding-day at night. 

Bot. f irtit, good Peter Quince, say -what ' 
play treats on; then read th« names of the ac 
and so grow to a point. 

Quin, Marry, our play is — The mos' 
table comedy, 9Ad most cnul death of 
and Thisby. 
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/.. A Yery good piece of work, I assure foil, 
I merry., — - Now, good Peter Quince » call 

ryoar actors by the scroll: Masters » spread 
itlyet. 

lit. Aiuwer> a» I call you.. — Nick Bottoni». 
rearer. 

f- -Beady : Name what part I am for ^ and 
ed»^ 

in. You , Nick Bottom y ave set dowa fox* 
ms. 

:. ^Vhat ia Fyramus? a lorer,. or a tyrant? 
in, A lover^ that kills himself most gallantly 
•Ye. 

'. That will. ask some ieaxi in the trnd per- 
Dg of it t If I do it , let the audience look 
eir eyes ; I will moYe Aorms ,. I will condole 
ne measure. To the rest: — . Yet my chief 
ur is for a tyrant : I could play Ercles rare- 

a part to tear a cat in,, to make all split. 

f/TJie raging rocks, 
yyWith shivering. shocks^ 
lyShall hreak the locks 

,,Of pri:<on gates \ 
9, And Fhibbus" car 

y^Shall shine from far, , I 

y^And make and mar 

^»Tht foolish fates."^ . 

wa» lofty! — Now name* thb rest of the 
». — This is Ercles* vein, a tyrant' s^ vein; 
V is more condoling. 
r». Francis Flute, the bellows - mender. 
. Here, Peter Quince. ^ 

«. You must take Thisby on yoii.* 
What is> Thisby? m wandering knight? 
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Quin, It is ,thc lady that Fyramiu miut loFk 
Flu, J^ay, faith, let me no( pi^y, ^ Tromtii'i I 

have a Lcard coming. 

(^uin. That's all one; you shall play it in i 
mask, and you may speak as small as you-will. 

Bot. An [ may hide my face, lee mc play.Thisbf 
too: I'll speak ia a monstrous little voice* *- 
ThzJite, Thisne. — ^ j^h, Fyramus, my lover tUari 
thy Thisby dear! and lady dear! ' 

Quia, No, no; y ou. must play Fyramiu i^ and 
Flute, yon Thishy. . ^ 

hot. Well proceed. 

Quin, l\Qi\ii\i Starveling* the tailor. 

Star. Here, Ptfler Quince. 

^uin, I\obin Starveling, you must play Thisby't 
mother. — Tom Snout, the tiukcx. 

Snout, Here, Peter Quince. 

^nm. You, Pyramus's father; myself, Thisby*i 
father ; — Snug, the joiner, you, the lion's part: 
— and, I hope, here is a play fit ted. 

Snug. Have yon the lion's part written? pray 
you, if it be, give it mc, for I am sloiiv of study. 

{)uin. You may do it extempore, for it is no- 
thing but roaring. 

Bot. Let me play the lion too : I will rot!, 
that I vyriil do .my man's heart good to hear me; 
I will roar, iLat I will make the 3>ukc say, JLet 
him roar ns:ain , let him roar again* 

QiLin. An you should do it soo terribly, yon 
would fiii^iit the Duclicss and the ladies, th^ 
they should Tihrlck; and that were enough 
haiig us all. 

All. That would hang us every mother's 

Bot, I grant you, friends, if that^yor 
fright the ladies ont of their wits, th*^ 
have no more discretion but to hang - 
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i^gravate my voice so, that I ^vill roar you 
ntlj as any sucking dove; I will roar you 
irere any iiigluingaie. n 

tic. You cau play no part but Fyvamuii for 
nus is a sweet -faced man; a proper man, as 
(hall see in a summer's day; a most lovely* 
man -like nan; therefore you must needs 
Pyramus. 

'. ^Vell, I Trill underuke it* What Lcard 
I best to play it in? 
in* TV'hy, what you wilL ^, 

t. I will discbarge it in either your straw- 
ircd beard » your orange -tawny beard » your 
Lc-in-giain beard* or your French - cr own- 
IT beard, your perfect yeilo\y. 
in. Some of your French crowns have no 
It all, and then you will play bare -faced. — - 
masters , here are your parts : and I am to 
\ you, request you, and desire you, to con 
'>y to-morrow nighr ; and meet jnje in the 
wood, a mile without the town, by moon- 
there will we rehearse: for if wc meet iji 
r, wc shall be dog'd with company, and 
'ici'S know^n. In the mean time, I will 
biil of properties, such as our play waihs. 
ou fnil me not, * 

We will meet ; and there we may rehearse 
ceiiely, and courageously. Take pains; 
t ; adieu. 

\t the Diike*s o^k wo meet. 
lOugh; Hold, or cut bow-sulne:s. 

lExennt, 
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ACTH. SCENEL 

A Wood near Athens. t 

jBhier a Tsajy at one door, and PccK at another* 

Puck. How now* spirit! whithex wonder yon f 
Fat. Oyer hilly oirer dAle» 

Thoroug^h bush* thorough briaty 
Over park, ovei pale. 

Thorough Aood, thorough ^e, 
1 do wander erery where, 
Swifter than the moones sphere; 
And [ serve the fairy i^uera. 
To dejw ber orbs upon the green: 
The cowslips tail her peusiofters be; 
In their gold coats spots you see; 
Those be rubies, fairy favours : 
In those freckles live their favoiu*s : 
I must go seek some dew* drops herea 
And hang a pearl in every cowslip's^ ear, 
Farewel, thou lob of spirits, TU be gone; . 
Our Queen and all her elves come here anon. 
Fuck^ The King doth keep his revels here to 

night; 
Take- hcedi the Queen come not within his sights 
For Oberoa is passing fell and wrath. 
Because -that she, as her attendant, hath 
A lovely boy, stollx from an indian King;, 
She never had sa sweet «. chai ig «- 
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jcaloiu Ob»on 'would have the child 
/ht of his train* to trace the foitsts wild: 
I »he» perforce, ^thholds the loved boy* 
/owns him with flowers, and makes him. all her 

joy : 
And now they never meet in grove, or green, . 
By fountain clear t or spangled star-light sheen. 
But they do square; that all their elves « for fear/ 
€reep into acorn cups , and hide them there. 
Fai. £itheT I mistake your sha^e and making 

quite, • 
Or eltie you are that shrewd and knavish sprile^ 
Call'd Bobin Good •'fellow: are you not h^. 
That fright the maidens of the villag*ry; 
Skim milk; and 'sometimes labour iii the quern. 
And bootless make the breathless housewife 

chnm ; 
And sometime make the drink to bear no barm; 
Mislead night • wanderers , laughing a!t their harm? 
Those that Hobgoblin call you, and sweet Pnck, 
You do their work, and they shall have good 

luck : 
Are x\nt you he f 

Puck. Thou speaVst aright; 
I am that merry wanderer of the night. 
I jest to Oberon, and make him smile, 
When 1 a fat artd bean -fed horse begitiie^ 
Neighing in likeness of a filly foal: 
And sometime lurk i in a gossip's bowly 
In very likeness of a roasted crab: 
And, when she drinks, against her lips I bob. 
And on her witber'd dew -lap pour the ale. 
The wisest aunt, telling the saddest talc. 
Sometime for three -fdot stool mistaketh me; 
.Then slip I from her bnm, down topples she. 
And tailor cxici« and falls. into a cough* 
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And then, the wholt <^uiTc hold thdv hipH 

loffe; 
And waxen in their mirth, and neeze» «nd m 
'A menier hour -was never wasted there. '— ' • 
But room, Faery^ here' comes Oberon. 

Fm. And here my mistress: ^Would thi 

were gdue? 
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Enter OsziiioNy at one door, with kU train, 
TiTAKiAy at another, with hers. 

Ohe. lU meet by moon- light, proud Titaid] 
Tita. What, jealous Oberon? Fairy, sXip he 
I have for>wom his l>cd and company. 

Obe, Tarry , ra^h wanton ; Am not I thy 1 
Tita. Then I must be thy lady: But I knc 
TSThfu t£ou hast stol'u aw^ay from fairy land* 
An^ in the shape of Corin ^at all day. 
Playing on pipes of corn, and versing love 
To amorons Phillida. Why art thon here^ . 
Come from the farthest steep of India? 
But tliAt, forsooth, the bouncing Amazon, 
Your busliiu'd mistress, and your %varTior lov 
To Thcscns must be wedded; and you come 
To give their bed joy and prosperity. 

Obe. How canst thou thus , for shame^ Tki 
Glance at my credit with Hippolyta, 
Knowing I know thy love to Theseus? 
Bidst thon not lead him through the glimnM 

night 
Front Perigema, whom he ravished? - 
And make him with fair AEgle brcah his fidl 
With Ariadue, and Amiopa9 .». . 
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SUm^ These are the foTgeries of jealousy: 

ad nereTy since the middle summer's springy 

[M we on hilly in dalcy forest, or mead. 

f pmved fountain f or by rushy brook, ^ 

r on the beached margenl^of the sea, 

» <^ance oiir ringlets to the whistling wind* 

xt with thy brawls thoti hast disturbed OUT 

• sport, 
aerefore ^hc winds, piping to us iji vain, 
% iu revenge, have suck'd up from the seat 
3ntagious fogs ; which falling in the land, 
ave every pelting river made so proud* 
tiat they have overborne their continents: 
tic ox hath therefore i^tretch'd his |rok'e in vain, 
le ploughman lost his sweat; and the green 

corn 
ath rottedy ere his youth attainM a beard: 
i« fold stands empty iu the drowned Held, 
lid cruws are fatted with the murrain Aock; 
ae nine -men's morris is fiU*d up with mud; 
lid the quaint mazes iu the wanton green, 
3r lack of tread, are undistinguishable: 
tie htimau mortals want their w^inter here; 
o night ds now with h^mn or carol blest:' «• 
tieret'orc the moony the governess of floods, 
lie iu her anger, washes all the air, 
tiat rheumatic diseases do abound : 
lid, thorough this distemper iiure, we see 
tie seasons alter; hoary headed frosts 
ill in the fresh lap of the crimson rose; 
ad on old Hyems' chin, and icy crown, 
u odoroiU) chaplet of sweet summer buds 
, as ill mockery, set: The spring the summer, 
ic childing autnmiiy angry winter, change 
leir wonted, liveried ; and the *ma»ed %vorld« 
r their increase, no'w knows not which iji which: 
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And tLii tame ptOKcnr of cirili anon 
From our i)rl>4te. from out diiiFBiian; 
\Vt ire their paicntt and oiigiual. 

Oie. Co you iniriid il iheni U li» in j 
7'h]' fhonld TitanU citiii htr OlMtoat 
I do bat beg a liitle cbuigtlu(( boy. 
To be mj hciidimiiu. 
' Ti'n. Set your he.iTt u rnr. 
The fiiij Und bny» uot tLe cfaild of mc 
Bii maihei mi * ruiVftO of my ordn : 
And, in ibc tpicrd Indian ur. by uighi. 
Full often haih ihe goiup'd by my tide; 
Aud sit -wiib me on Neplunc'i yellow un 
Marking ihc embiihed trader! on ibr flood 
Wlien we- have UiifCh'd to let Ibe (>i]« coi 
And frow big - tiellied , with tlic wanton » 
Wbicli Fhe. with )>reiiy and wiih swimmi 
(Following bet womli , ilirn rich wiib mj 

TV'ould iraiuiei and fall npau the land. 



To feic 
At fron 



iriflet , 
'oyage. 



Tita. Petchanc 



h mnrchuidice 

it bay did die 

, 1 no rear up Her boyi 

. I will not pan with h 

[ wiiliin (his wood inte 

my I 



d.y. 



r Tlieteiia- « 



If yoii will paiiemly dance in our round, 

And see our moon -light revfls, go <n'iih i 

If not, !huii nic, and I will tptro your b 

Oba. Give me that boy, aud I will «a wi 

Tiia. Nut for iby hiuBdoni. — Fairie*. 

We (lull chide down - liglii , if 1 loiif^r «i 

lExeunt TiriBiA, and kti 
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Oit, Wells, go thy- iway: thou . shall not from 
» this grove, .^ 

Till I torment thee for this injury. — 
Jfy geutVe Fuck, come hither: Thou remembex'M^ 
Sioce once I vat upon a promontory, 
And heard a mermaid, ow a dolphin's bacic. 
Uttering such dulcet >and harmonious breath, 
That the rude sea grew^ civil at her song; 
And certain stars shot madly from their sphbres^ 
To hear the sea • maid's musick^ 
Puck, I remember. 
Obe. That very time I saw, (but thou could'tt 

not.) 
Flying between the cold moon and the earth, 
Cupid all armM: a certain aim hjs took 
At a fair vestal, throned by the west ; 
And loos'd his love -shaft smartly from his bowt 
As it should pierce a hundred |hou»and hearts : 
But I might see young (<upid*s fiery shaft 
Quench'd in the chaste beams of the Vf^ai'Ty 

moon; 
And the imperial, vot'ress passed on, 
In maiden, meditation, fancy-free. 
Tet mark'd I where the bolt of Cupid fell; 
It fell upon a little western flower, — ^ 

Before, milk- white; now purple with love's 

wound, — 
And maidens call it, lovc-iu-idleness. 
Fetch me that flower; the herb I show'd thee 

once; 
The juice of ity on sleeping eye^Uds laid. 
Will make or xnau or viroman madly dote 
Upon the next live creature that ii sees. 
I^etch me tl^is herb; and be thoii here agaiu» % 
Ere the leviathan can swim a league. 
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Pnck, ril put a girdle rouud about tlie eaidi- 
In forty jniiiutcs. [Exit fudC 

Obe. Haying once this juice, 
I'll watch Titaiiia when she is atleep. 
And drop the liquor of it in her eyes ;. 
The nrxt thing then she waking lochs i^pon» 
(Be it on lion, bear» or wolf, or bull. 
On meddling monkey, or on busy ape,) 
She shall pursue it with the soul of lore. 
And ere 1 take this charm off from her sights 
(As I can take it with another herb,) , 

1*11 make her render ujp her page to me. 
But who comes heref I am invisible; 
And I will over -hear the^r conference. 

Enter Demetaivs,, HeIjEKa following him, 

JDem» I love thee not, therefqre pursue me noc. 
Whc^re is Xiysander, and fair Hermia? 
The one I'll slay, the other slayeth me» 
Thou told'st me, they were stol'n into this wood, 
And here am I, and wood within this wo^od« 
Because X cannot meet with Hermia. 
Hence, get thee gone, and follow me no more. 

HeL You draw me, you hard-hearted adamant; 
But yet you draw not iron, for my heart 
Is true as sicci : Leave yoit your power to draiT, 
And 1 sii^li l>^ve no power to follow you. 

Dem.: Do I cutice youi? Do I speak yqu fair? 
Or, rather, do I not in plainest truth 
Tell you — I do not, nor I caiuiot love you? 

He,L And' even for that do I love you the 

more. 
I am your spaniel ; and, Demetrius. 
The more you beat me, I will fawn on yoikt 
Use mc but as your spaniel , spurn me, strike iB^ 
Neglect me, lose me: puly give me leave, .^ 

Uawonh] 



rr- 
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Unworthy m I am, to follo-w you. 
j^nut woTScr place can I beg in your love, 
Axid yet a place of liigh respect with me,) 
riian to be used as you u<e your dogf 

Dem, Tempt not too much the hatred/ of my 

spirit; ' 
Tor I am sicK when I do look <yn thee. 

Hel, And I am sick, "when I look not on you. 

Dem* You do impeach your mode«ty too much, 
7o leave the city, and commit yourself 
uto the hands of one that loves you n.01 ; 
7o trust ^he opporuuiity of night, 
knd the ill counsel of a desert place, 
i\'ith the rich wortli of your virginity. 

Hel, Your virtiie is my privilege for that, 
t is not night, when I do see your face, 
:^erefoTc I think I am not in the ni^ht: 
lor doth this -vrood lack worlds of company; 
^or you, in my respect, are all the worlds- . . 

7heu how can it be said, I am alone, 
JVhen all tbe world is here to look on m^e? 

Dem. Ill run from thee, and hide me in the 

brakes, 
Lnd leave thee to the mercy of wild beastS/ 

Hel, The wildest hath not such a heart as you. 
Vun when you will, the story shall be chang'd: 
ipollo Aies , and Daphne holds the chase ; 
The dove pursues the grilhii ; the mild hiud 
blakes speed to catch the tiger: bootless speed! 
rVhen cowardice pursues, and valour flies. 

Dem, I will not stay thy questions ; let me go : ^ 
)r, if thoa follow me, do not believe 
(ut I shall do thee mischief in the wood. 

HeL Ay, in the temple, in the town, the held* 
To^i do me mischief. Fie, Demetrius! 
Tour wrongs do set a scandal on my sex : 

Vol.. III. • ^ 
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"Wc cannot fight for love, as men xaxy dp; . 
^Ye should be vv-oo'd» and were not made n 

" ■woo. 

Ill follow thee, and make a heavm of hellf 
To die upon the hand I love so rreH, 

[Exeunt Drx. and HiL. 
Ohe. Fare thee well, nymph: ere he do.leare 

this prove. 
Thou shalt Ay him, and he shall seek thy love.-' 

Re 'enter Fucx. 

Hast tllou the flower there? Welcome, wandaer/ 

Pitck, Ay, there it is. 

Obe, I pray thcc, give it me,' 
1 know a bank whereon the wild thyme blows. 
'Where ox -lips and the nodding violetSgrows ; 
Quire over - canopied with lush woodbine, . 
'With sw^eec musk -roses, and with eglantine: 
There sleeps Tiiania, some time of the night, 
Luird in these flowers with dances and delight; 
Ahd there the snake throws her enamel'd skin. 
Weed wide enough to wrap a fairy in: 
And with the juice of this I'll streak her eyes, * 
And make her full of hateful fantasies. 
Take thou some of it, -and seek through this ^^ove: 
A sweet Athenian lady is in love 
^Vilh a disdainful youth: anoint hit eyes; 
But do it, when the next thing he espies^ 
May be the lady: Thou shalt know the man 
By the Athenian garments, he haih on. 
Effect it with some care; that he may prove 
More fond on her, than she upon her love<t . 
And look thou meet me. ere ,the first cock. grow. 

Put-Ac. Fear not my Lord, your servant shall 

do so. [SxiuHt> 
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S C EN B III. 
Another part of the TFood* ' 

Enter Tetania with her train, 

*iia, Gomel now a roundeU and a fairy son^.; 
ti, for the third, pan df a minute, hence; 
te» to hill cankers in the nuisk-^rose buds; 
Le» "wax. with rear • mice for theix leathern 

wings, 
mahe my 'tmall elves coats ; and some , keep 

^ . back 

• clamorous owl* thai nightly hoots , and 

"Wonders • 
our quaint spirits : Sing me now asleep ; 
A to your oilices> and let me rest. 

^ O N O. 

Fai. You spotted snakei, with douhle tongue. 
Thorny hedge - hogs, he not seen ; 
Jfewts, and hlind-'worms, do no wrong ; 
Come not near our J airy Queens 

Chorus. 

Philomel, with melody. 
Sing in our sweet lulldky i 
Lulla, lullot lullahy ; luUa, htUa, lullahyt 
"Never harm, nor spell nor charm, 
Come our lovely lady nigh; 
So, good night, with luUdhy, 

It. 

I Fai. . Weaving spiders, eome mot here; 

Hen6e, you long-legg*^ spinners, hence : 
Beetles black, approach noH near; 
IV'qrm f nor snail , do no offence. 
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Choitiisr. 

J'hilomel, with -nteloefyt etc. > 

- '• ■ 

I Tai. Hence,. aTvay ; noW aU is wellt 
Out y ,a\ooi, staiid ee^tiiiel. 
' [jExeunt F^iriesi TiTAiitA sleapj, 

,♦ • . , 

/ Enter OBsnoiTik 

03^. ^Vhat th(?ii scest, wjieii l^iou dost waic^^ 
[jY7/itfc;ttfx the Jiower oii !fCita.nifJ6 eye 'fids. 
Do it for thy "triie love t^kc; / ^ 

Love , and languish for hts sake : 
Be it oupice, or cat, or bear, " / 
Fard, or boar witU bristlej. h^ix. 
In thy eye that shall appear y 
Wheii thou "wak'st, it is thy d^ar; 
Wake, wheii some vile thing is near. [£x<>. 

Enter LtsaWder A/i<i- Hermia. - • 

Lys» Fair love » you faint with wi^dexing^ ia 

the wood; 
' And to speak troth, I have forgot our way: 
Well rest ns , Hermia, if you think it good. 
And tarry for the comfort, of the dky. 
Her. Be it so, ILysander: find you out a l>ed, 
For I upon this bank will rest my Jiead. " • 

Z-yj. One turf shall server as (AlXf^w for us both; 
One heart, one bed, two bos«)ms, aiid one troth. 
Her, Nayt good ILysandeT; for my sake, my 

dear, ' _ 

Lie further off yet, do' not lie so near, 

Lys, O, take th« sense, sweet, of my innocence; 
Love takes the meaning, in loye's conference* ^ 
i mean, that my heart im to yoiiirs is knit; 
^o that but^ one heart we cati make o£^t: 



- # 

r Two bosoms interchained wUh an ^ath; 
So then, two bosoms, and a single troth. 
Then, hj your side no bed -room me deny; 
Fob, lying so , Hermia , I do not lie. 

Her, I<ysander riddles very prettily : — 
Now miich' beshrew'my manners and my prldft» 
If JEIermia meant to say, Lysander lied. 
Bnt, gentle friend, for love and courtesy 
Lie further off; in human modesty 
Such separation, as, may well be said. 
Becomes a yistuous bachelor and a miid: 
So far be distant; and good night, sweet friend: 
THy love ne'er alter, till thy sweet life ciid! 

Lys. Amen, aljaen, to that fair prayer, say I; 
And then end life, when I end loyalty! 
Here is my bed : . Sleep give thee all his rest ! 

Her, With half that wish the wislicr's eyes be 

press'd! [^/^'^f deep. 

^ Enter Pitch. 

Fnfk, Through the forest have I gonei 
But Athenian found I none, 
On whose eyes I might approve 
This flower's force in stirring love. • 
ISight 'and «jlence I who is here ? 
"Weeds of Athens he doth, wear : 
This is he* my master said. 
Despised the Athenian maid; 
And here the maiden, sleeping sound. 
On the dank i^ud dirty ground. 
Pretty soul! she durst not lie 
JSen this lack -love, kill -courtesy* 
Churl, upon thy eyes I. throw 
All the power this charm doth. owe< 
When thou wak'st, let love forbid 
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' , Bleep iiit fCit on iby t 

So awilic. wKcii I im 
For I must now to 01 

Enter DsiiETnics itnii Hex 

JTel. Stiy, though Ihon kiU 

JDrm. 1 chirge ibce. 
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What thongh he love yonr HermU? Lord» wha^ 

though ir *• . 

Tet Hermia still loves you: then be content. 

Iajs, Content with Hermia? No: I do repent 
The tedious minutes I with her hare spent. 
Not Hexmia« but Helena I love: 
"Who will not change a rafen for a dove? 
The will of man is by his reason swayM ; 
And reason says you are the vTorthier maid. 
Things growing are not ripe until their season:' 
80 I» being young » (ill now ripe not to reason; 
And touchiiijr now the point of human skill,' 
Beasou 'becomes the marshal to my will, 
And leads me to your eyes; w^hcre I o'criooh 
Xiove's stories* written in love's richest book. 
Htf/. Wherefore was I to this keen mockery 
• - born ? 

WHieUf at your hands» did I deserve this scorn? 
Is't not enough, is't not enough, young man. 
That I did never, no, -nor never can, ^^ 

Deserve a sweei look from Demetrius* ej'e. 
But you must flp^it my insufficiency? 
Good.tTOthiL you do me wrong, 'good ioothy 

you do, 
In such disdainful manner me to woo. 
But fare you well: perforce I must confess, 
I thought you lord of more true gentleness. 
O , that a' lady , of one man refus'd, 
Should, of another* therefore be abus'd! [£xi/. 
Xyj*. She sees not Hermia: — Hermia, sleep 

thou there; 
And nevcr.may'st thou come Lysaudrr near! 
For, as a surfeit of tlie sweetest things 
The deepest loathing to the stomach brings; 
Ot, as the heresies, that xa^vi do leave, 
Are hated most of thosc^ they did deceive; 
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^rould entTcat you, not to fear, not to tremble: 
m7 life for youts. If yon think I come hither 
as a lion , it 'were pity of my life : No ,1 am no 
such thing; I am a man *as other men are: — 
and there/ indeed » let him name his name; and 
tell them plainly, he is Snug the joiner. 

Quin. 'Well, it shall 'be so. But there it two 
hard things; that is* to bring the moon -light 
into a chamber: for you know* Pyramus and 
Thisby meet by moon -light. 

Snug. Doth the moon shine « that night we 
play our play? 

Boi, A calendar, a calendar! look in the alma- 
nack4 find out moon -shine, find out moon- 
shine. 

Quin* Yrs, it doth shine that night. 

Bot, "Wh]^, then you may leave a casement of 
the great chamber window, where we play, open; 
and the moon may shine in at the ca.<ement. 

Qiiin. Ay ; or else one must come in with a 
bush of thorns and a lanilioru, and say, he come* 
to dUfignre, or nresent, the person of moon-shin< 
Then, there is another thing: wc must have 
wall in the great chamber; for Pyramus ar 
Thisby, says the story, did talk through the chi? 
of a wall. 

6nuff, You never can bring in a wall. — • W 
say you, Bottom ? ^ 

Bot. Some man or other must present w 
and let. him have some plaster, or some lome 
some rough* cast about him, to signify wall; 
let him hold his tingers thus, and through 
cranny shall Pyramus and Thisby w^hisper. 

Quin. If that may be, then all is well* 
rit down, every mother's son, and reheacnc 
parts. Pyramus you begin: when yoii 
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tp^htfH your 8pc«chy enter into that brake; and so 
^vrnty one according to his cue. 

Enter Ppck behind. 

Puck, "What hempen home - spuns hare we 
^ - ^ swaggering h<re. 

So near the cradle of the iairy Queen? 
"What, a jjisLj toward? Ill be au auditor;. 
An actor too* perhaps* i£ I see cause. 

Quin. Speak, Fyramuss — Thisby., stand forth, 
Pyr. Thiibyf the Jioweri, of odiouj savours 
sweet, — ' • 

Quin, Odours* odours. 
Pyr. -^ odours savourf sweet: 

60 doth thy breath i niy dearest Thisby 

dear. ', — 
3utp harkf a vcicel staj thou but here a whiles 
j^nd by and by I will to thee appear. £Exit. 
Puek* A stranger P3rramus than e'er piay'd here ! 

l^aside. — £xit. 
This. Must I speak now? 

{)uin. Ay r marry , must you : for you mn<»t 
under«tan4, he goes but to see a noise that h« 
heard, and is to eome again. 

This. Most radiant' Pyr amuSy most lilly»white 

of 7iue, 
Of colour like the red rose on' triumphant 

brier, 
Ti/Iost brisky Juvenal, and eke most lovely Jew, 
As true as truest horse, that *yet would 

neuer jire. 
Til meet thee, Pyramus, at Ninny's tomb. 

Quin, Hinus* tomb, man: "Why you must not 
«p«ak that yet; that you an&wer to Fyramus: you 
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speak all your park at once • cues and all. — ■ Ty- 
rajuiu enter; your cue is paic; it is, never iiri,- 

XL0' enter PltcKv ■ and Bottox with an asi*s 

head* 

This. O, — As true as truest' horse ^ ihat yet 
woul-d tiever tire. % 

Pyr, If J were fair, Thishy, I were only thine. 
Quin. O monstrous! O straiige! we are haunted. 
Pxay- > jnastcrs ! Ay , masters ! help ! 

[^Exeunt Clowns. 
Puck, I'll follow you, I'll lead yoii about a 
• round, 

Through bog , thTOUi;h bnsh , through bialie, 

through hricr ; . 
. Somcume a horse I'U be, sometime a hound, ' 

A hogj a headless bear, sometime a fire^ 
And neigh, and bark, fiud grunt, and roar, and 

burn. 
Like horse, hound, hog, bear, fire, at everjj^ turn. 

[Exit. 
Bot, Why do they run away? this is a knarery 
4>f them, to malie me afeard. 

lie- enter Snout. 

Snout. O Bottom, thou art changed ! what do .1 
' see on thee ? 

Bot. What do you see? you see an. ass* head 0^ 
your own; Do you? 

Be -enter Quikce. 

Quin. Bless thee. Bottom! bless thee! thou m 
translated. [Exii» 

Bot. I sec their knaA'ery: this is to make an 
ass of me; to fright me, if they could. But ] 
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t not <tlr firom this place » do ivhat tliey- can s 
rill w«}k np and down here , . and I will siug^ 
t they shall hear I am not afraid. \Sin§s, 

■ ^he oiuel • cock so Hack of hue, 

Jfith orange • tawny BUlf " ^ . 

The throstle lOith his note jo .true* 
The wren with little qifiU s 

*ita. 'What angel vrakes me from my /lowery 
? [Waking. 

it, Tfie fincht. the sparrowt and the lark. 
The plain -song cuckoo gray. 
Whose note full ptany a man doth mark, 
,. And daret not .answer, nay^i '—■. 

indeed, "who w^ould set his wit to so foolish 
Lrd? who would give a bird the lie* though 
sry, cuckoo, never so ? 

'ila'. I ptay thee, gentle mortal, sing again: 
le ear is nutch enamoured of thy note, 
L5 mine eye enthralled to thy shape; 
L thy fair virtue'iJ force perforce 'doth move mft 
the first view, to say, 'to sw^car, I lo^ thee. 
ot» Methinks, Mistress, yon should have little 
on. for that: And yet, to say the truth, reason 
love keep little company together uow^a-day^: 
more the pity« that some honest neighbours 
, not make them friends. , Nay, I can gleek, 
n the occasion. 

ita» Thou art as ^visc as thou art be«iutiful. 
o^. Not so , neither : but if I had wit enough 
et out of this, wood', I have enough to serve 
J own turn. 

ita. Out oip this wood do not desire to go; 
u shalt remain here whether thou wilt or uo,' 
I a spirity of |io common rau; 
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The summer »tiU doth und upon my -states' 
And I do love ^ thee i therefoTe, go with mtl 
I'll give thee fairies to attend on thee; 
And they fthall fet^ thee jewels from the d< 
And sing , while thou on pressed flowers 

sleep : 
And I will purge thy mortal grossness 8O9 
That thou Shalt like an airy si>irit go, — 
Peae - blossom ! Col^web ! Moth ! and Alustard 

Ent€r four Fairies. 

1 Fdu IWady. 
S Tat, Aiid I. 

3 FaL And l* 

4 Fai. "Where shall we go? 

Tita, Be khid and courteous to tlids gent] 
Hop in his walks , and gambol in his eyes ; 
Feed him with apricockn, and dewberries; 
With purple grapes, green figs, and mulberri 
The honey -bags steal from the humble* beei 
A-udf for night tapc'rs» crop their ■ vtraxeu thi 
And light them at the fiery glow-worm's e 
To have my love to bed, and to arise; 
And pluck the wings from painted butterfli 
To fan the moou- beams from his sleeping c 
Nod to him, elves , and do him courtesies. 

1 Fai, Hail, mOrial! 
■ 2 Fai, Hail! 

5 Fai, Hail! 

4 Fai, HaUi 

Bot, I cry your Worships mercy 9 hcattil; 
beseech, your Worship's name. 

'Cob, Cohweb. 

Hoh, I shall .desire yon ofmore acqail 
good master Cobweb; If I cut lay iuiyes» 
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make bolA with fyou. -• Your name* honett 
gentleman ? ' 

Peaj* Peas -blossom. 

hot. I pray yon, commend me. to minreia 
Squashy your mothef, and to iiia«icr Peatcod, your 
father. Good master Peat -blossom* I shall desire 
you of more acq[uaiutance too. •<— Your namet I 
beseech you, Sir? 
M^tu. Mustard - seed. 

Bot. Good mas.tcr Mustard - seed , I know your 
patience well: that same cowardly, giant like, ox- 
beef hath devoured many a gentleman of your 
house: I promise you, your kindred hath made 
my eyes water ere now. I desire you more 
acquaintance, good master Mustard - seed. 

Tita, Gome, wait iipou him; lead hun to my 

bower. : \ 

The moon, methink's,. look« with a wat*ry 
• eye; 

And when she weeps, weeps ejvery little flower, 
' l^amcntiug some enforced chastity. 
Tie up my love's tongue, and bring him 

silently^ [Exeunt, 

S X) £ N £ £1. 
Another part of the Wood, 

Enter Obsrok. 

Ohe. I wonder, if Titauia be awak*4( 
Then, what it was that next came in her tye, 
AVhich she must dote on in extremity. 

Enter PucK. 

Here <:omes my messenger. — How uqw, mad spirit? 
What uighi-rule now about this hai^ued grove? 
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Tu€k.- My mistxets with, a monster is in \ 
Near to her close and consecrated bower. 
While she was in her dull and sleeping hotti 
A crew of patches, rude mechanicals. 
That work for bread upon Athenian ttallsy 
Were met toofethcr to rehearse a play. 
Intended fot great Theseus' iinptial day. 
The shallowest thick -skin of that barren soi 
AVho Pyramus presented* in their sport 
Forsook bis scene, and enterM in a brake: 
When I did him at this advantafi^e takc^ 
An ass's now! I lixed on his ^ead ; 
Anon, his Thisbe must be answered, 
Ai^d forth my mimick comes : When thejf 

spy* 

As wild geese that the creeping fowler eye* 
Or rufset-pated choughs, many in sort, 
Rising and cawing at the gun's report 
Sever themselves, and madly sweep the skyt 
So, at his sight, away his fellows fly: 
And, at our stamp, here o'er and o*ei 

falls ; 
He murder cries , and help from Athens cali< 
Their sense , thus weak , lost with th<;ir 

thus strong, 
M«dc senseless things begin to do them "wxo 
For briers" and thorn.^ at their apparel matcb 
Some, sleeves ; some, hats : I'rom yieidcrs all I 

catch. 
I l?d them on in this distracted fear. 
An I left sweet Pyramus translated there: 
When in that' moment (so it came to' past») 
Titaxiia -wak'd, and straightway loWd au ass. 
Ode. This falU out beucv than I could die 
But hast than yet iaxcVii Octt Kv\v«o:viL\SLi «^« 
With the lore -juice, a» I ^^ >*^^ *!^* ^ 
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.^mfk, I took him sleeping* •— that is finish'! 

too, — 
•And the Athenian woman , by his side ; 
That/ when he wak*d', of force she must be ey'd. 

£nier D£MET.Rxrs and ikciiMiA* 

Ohe, Stand close; this is the same Athenian. 
Pufk. This is the woman, but not this the 

man. 
Dem. ' O," 'Why xebiikc you. him .that loves 

you so? 
Lay bryth so bitter on your bitter foe. 

'Her, Now I but Chide, but I should use thee 

worse ; 
For thou, I fear, hast given me cause to curse« 
If thou hast slain Lysandcr in his sleep. 
Being o*er shoes in blood, plunge in the deep,* 
And kill' me too. 

The sun was not so true unto the day. 
As he to me: "Would he have stol'n away 
From sleeping Hermia ? TJI believe a* soon. 
This whole earth may be bor*d; and' that the - 

. moon 
May through the center creep, and so displease 
Her broihcr's noon • tide wikh the Antipodes. 
It cannot be, but thou hast murdcr'd liim; 
So should a murderer look ; so dead, so grim. 
JDem, So should the murder'd look; and so 

should I, 
ierc'd through the heart with your stern cruelty: 
ct you, the murderer, look as bright^ as clear, 
s yonder Venus in her {^mmerinj^ sphere. 
Her. What's this to my Lysander? where is he? 
i, ^ood Demetrius, wilt thou give \v\ni Ta«'\ 
Uem. I had rather give 'hi* caxca^e xo xo^ 

houuda. 
»r. Ill, ^ 



ijo MIDSVMAIBD* MGIIT'S »R£AM< 

Iter. Out, do;! out, -cniT thou dilr'K 

nf Dui^cii'i (Uifnce. lUit thiiu Fliiu U 
klciicrfi>rih be iirvcT nvnibtT'd amoiiK m« 
O! Diice trU inir, trll tiite, evrii far my 
Diirsi ihiju. hav« louk'd upon him, belnR 
iiij? O biav 
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' Puck. Then fate oVr • rules ; that» ovkt man hild' 

iug troth, 
A million fail*, confouiiding'^oath on oath. 

Obe, About the lYood go swjifter than the 

wind, 
And HcjLcna of Athens look thou Rnd: 
All fancy -tk;k she is, and pale of cheer 
"With sighs of love, that cost the fresh blood 

dear; 
By some illusion see thou bring her here; 
I*U charm his eyes, agahist she do appear. 

Puck, I go, I .50; look',' how I go; 
Swifter than. arrow from the Tartar's bow. [Exit. 

' Obe. Flower of this purple dye^ 
I Hit with Cupid's archery. 

Sink in apple of .his eye ! ' I . 

^V hen « his love he doth es^y^ 
liCt hex «hiue as gloriously 
As the Venu« of the «»ky. — 
- - When thou "wak'st,, if she be by. 
Beg of her for remedy. 

. "Re "enter PrcH. 

Puck, Captain of our fairy band« 
Helena is here at hand; 
And the youth, mistook by me. 
Pleading for a lover's fee; 
Shall we their fond pageant see f 
Lord, what fools thet>e mortals be! 
Obe. Stand aside: the noise they make, 
\S'iU cause Demetrius to awake. 

Puck, "Then -will two, at once, woo one.; 
That must needs be sport alone: 
And those things. do best please me, 
lUiat bcfal pseposterou^y.. 
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Enter Ltsakder and Hxi.eka* 

Xr^ \Vliy should yon think » ' that J 

, vroo in ecom ? 

Scorn and derision neyer come in tea 

. XiOoli> when I vow, I. weep; and vows t 

In their nativity all truth appears. 

How^ can tlieM? things in me seem scorn t 

Bearing the badge of faith» to prove thex 

HeL You do advance your cunning z 

more., ' 

"When truth kills truth, O dcvilisb-h< 
These vow^ are Hermia's ; Will you give ] 
"Weigh oath with oath^ an^ you will 

weigh : 
your vows, to her and me, put in two s 
Will even weigh; and both as light as t 
iyj. I had no judgement, when to her 
Hel, J^or none, in my mind, now yo\j 

o*cr. 
Lys^ Demetrius loves her, and he 1 

Dem, lawakin^,'} O Helen, goddess, 
X perfect V divine! 

To what, my iove, shall I compare thine 
Crystal is muddy. O, how ripe in show 
Thy lips, those kissing cherries, tempting ; 
That xnire congealed white, high Tauxcu' 
Faun'd with the^ eastern wind, turns to a 
W^hen thoH hold'st up thy hand : O let js 
This Princess of pure white, this seal of 1 
HeL O spite! O hell! I see you all an 
To set against me, f<5r your merriment, ' 
If you \Vere civi^ and knew courtesy, ^ 
You would not do me thus much injury. 
Cau you not hate me, as X Imow yoii dO^ 
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But yan must joiu , in .»oub > to mock me too t 

tE you were men, as men you are in show» 

Ton would not lue a gentle lady so : ^ ^ 

To vowy and swear , and superprai^ my parts, 

"When, I am sure, you hate me with your hearts. 

You both are rivals, and love Hermia;* 

Aud now'lu>th rivals> to mock. Helena? . 

A trim exploic> a maply enterprize. 

To -.conjure tears up iii a poor maid^s eyes^ 

With your derision! npne^ of noble sott, 

"Would so offend a virgin v and extort 

A' poor soul's patience^ all to make you sport. 

X«y/. You artf ■ unkind y Demetrius; be not so; 
Fov you lore Hermia; this you know> ^ know: 
And here, with all good will> with all my hcaxt> 
In Hermia*s love I yield you up my part; 
And yours of Helena to me bequeath, 
'Wh^m I do lof e, and will do to my death. 

Hel. Never did mockers waste more idle breath. 

Dejf^, Lysander, k'^ep thy Hermia s I wiU|none; 
If e'er I lov'd her, all that love is gojne« 
My ^hcart with her but, as gncst -wise, sojaurn'd » 
Axid now to Helen it is home rctum'd. 
There to remain. 

Ljrt. Helen, ,it is not sX>. ^ 

JDem* Disparage not the faith tho^ doit net 

know, 
Lest, to thy peril, thou aby it dear. -— 
Look, where thy love comes; yonder is thy dear. , 

Enter Hsamia. 

Her, Dark nighty that from the eye his jimctioa 
. " takes, ' 

The ear more quick of apprehension makes} 
Wherein it doth impair, the seeing sense. 
It. pays the hearing double recoupeuce ; — • 
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Thou art not \ij nry mine eye> Lysander, fouttd; 
Mine car, I thank 'it, brought me to thy lound. 
But why unkindly did'»t thou l^ave me so? 

Lys; Why should he stay, whom lure doth 

prcfis to go ? 

Her, What love could press Lysander from' vj 

. side? • 

t,ys. Lysand^'s lovei that would, apt let hia 

bide. 
Fair Helena; who more engilds the night t^ 
Thau all yon Eery oes aud eyes of light. 
W^hy seek'st thou me? could not tliis make thee 

know, I . 

The hate I bare thee made me leave thee so? 

Her, Yen speak not at you think ; it caniu>t be. 

Hel. Lo » she is one of this confederacy ! 
Now I perceive they have conjoined, all thiect 
To fashion thi^ false sport in spite of me. ' 
Injurious Hermia ! most ungrateful maid ! 
Haye you Conspired, Iiave you with these con- 

iriv'd 
'To bait me with this foul derision? 
Is all the counsel that we tw^o h^ve Ahar^d, 
The sisters* vows * the hotus that wc have spe* 
When wc have chid the hasty- footed time 
For parting us, -» 0» and is all forgot? 
All school -days' friendship, childhood innoceAC 
W^e, Ht^rinia, lilce two artificial gods^ • 
Have with onr neelds created both one floweTf 
Both on one sampler, sitting on one cushiony 
Both warbling'xof one song,, both in one key; 
As if oiir hands, our sides, voices, and min^ 
Had been incorporate. So we grew together* 
IJke to- a double cherry, seeming parted; 
But yet a union in ^MUtioTi. 
Two lovely berries mouXdi^ ovx ^^a* %v«a.\ 
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80 9 vriih two seeming bodies* but one heart; 
Two of the £rst> lil^e coAtB in heraldry-, 
~ Due but to one^'and crowned with one crest. ' 
And will you rent our ancient lov^ asiuider* 
To join with men in scorning your poor friend? 
It is not friendly, 'tis not maidenly: 
Our sex, as' well as I» may chide you for it; 
Though I alone do feel the mjury. 

Her, I am amazed at your passionate words : ' ' 
I 6Com jou uot; it seems that you scorn me. 

Hel, Have you not set Lysander, as in scorn. 
To follow me» ajid praise my eyes a^d face? 
And made yoitr other love, Demetrius, 
(Who even. but now did %pani me w^ith his foOt,) 
To call me goddess,, nymph, divine,, and rare. 
Precious, celestial? Wherefore spcahs he this' 
To her he hafes? and wherefore doth l.ysaudcr ' 
Deny your love^ t>o rich witliiu his soul. 
And tender me, forsooth, affection; *' 

But by your setting 'oju» by your consent? 
What though I be not so in grace as yoU| 
So hang upon with love, so fortunate; 
Bnt miserable. most, to love uniov'd? . 
That you should pity, rather than dcfi)iise. 

Her, I understand not what you mean by ihii. 

Hel, Ay, do, persever, cpuuterfeit sad tool^si 
Make mows upon me when I turn my back;' ' 
"Wijik at each other; hold the sweet jest up : ■ 
fThis sport, well carried,' shall be chroni):lcd. ' 
If you have any pity, grace, or manucn. 
Yon would uot make me such an argument. 
But, fare ye welli 'tis pavtly jmne own fault; 
Which death, or absence ,' soon shall remedy. 

I^yj. Stay, gentle Helena; heftr my excu&e« 
3Ijr love, my lite, my sotkl. Sail Jls;V<^i)ai\ 
/Zr/. O exceUcut ! 
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Her, Sweet, d!o not scorn hex so. 
Hem, If ehe cauuot entreat, I can compel. ■ 
L>ys. ' Thou * cause C|finpel uo more thin at 

eutreat ; 
Tby threats have uo more strengthf than her wn 

prayers. -— 
Helen, I love thee; by my life, I da; 
I 6 wear by that which I will lose for thee. 
To prove Iiim false, that says I love thee not. 
Dem. 1 say, 1 love thee more than he can do 
Jj^s, If thou say so, withdraw* and prove 

too. 
X>em, Quick, come, -— 

Her. Lysaiider, ^vhcTCto tends all this? ^ 
J-TJ. Away, you Eihiop ! 
Dem. No, uo, Sir: — he will 
Seem to brealt loose; take ou* as you wot 

follow i 
But yet come not: Yeu axe a tame man, go! 
Xyx. Hang off, thou cat, thou burr: vile thii 

let loose; ^ 

Or I will sliaKe thee from me, like a serpent. 
Her. Why are you grown so rude? w! 

change is this. 
Sweet love? 

JLjrs. Thy love ? out, tawny Tartar, out ! 
Ont, loathed medicine! hated potion, hence! 
. Her. Do yon not jest? 
Hel, Y#s, 'sooih; and so do you. 
Xyj. Demetrius, I will keep ray word with t] 
IDem, I would* I had your bond: for, I ] 

ceive, 
A weak bond holds you ; I'll not trust your w< 
J.yj. What, should I hurt her, strike her » '. 

Ahboush I hate her y VU tvav V^tio. V«t *». 
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Wluti can yoiL do xn^ greater hano, tkau 

:' hate ? 

I -wherefore? O me! what uewf> my 

love? 

I Herxnia? Are not you Lysander? 

fair. ^ow» as I was erewhile. 
^htf you loy'd me; yet, since nighty you 

left mc: 
den you left me, — • O, the gods forbid ^ — 
^st, shall I say'i^ 
Ay, by my life; 
ver did defire to see thee more. 
re, be out of hope, of question, doubt^ 
in, nothing truer; 'tis no jest, 
do hate tbee, and loye Helena. 

O me! you juggler! you canker -blossom! 
ief of love ! what , have you come by 

night, 
»l'n my love's heart from him? 
Fine, i'faiih ! 

ou no isodcsty, uo maiden shame, 
ch of bashfulucss? What, wUl you xtxr 
,it answers from my gentle tongue? 
! you counterfeit, you puppet, you? 

Puppet! why so? Ay, that way goes the 

game. 

perceive that she hath made compare 
1 our statures, she hath urg'd her height; 
ith her personage, her tali pers^aage^ 
ightj, forsooth, she hath prevailM with 

him. — • 
e you grown so high in his esteem, 

I am so dwarfish, and so low ? 
)W am I, thou painted maypole? %i2«^k\ 
*w dm If I am not yet &o low* ^ 

i my nails. c All reach \iiito*xVaae ^-^e^* 
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Hel. I piay jiya, though j«u mock at 

Let hct not hutt me: I was neTerciuit; 
I have no gift at ill in •hiem'lihncii ] 
I am ■ right miid foi my cowirdicni 
Let b« not iirihe me i You, pc[hip<, may 
Becaxi9c ihc's tomrihing lower than mytcU 
Thai 1 can match her. 

Her. I-OVTcrl hath.-again. 

Hcl. O^od Hrnnii, do not be >o bitter> 
I evTimore did love you, Ui'Tmii, 
pid ever keep your couiiiil!, never yrtiaa{ 
Save that, in lave uiiio Demclriu), ■ 
I loia him of your tiealth unto this woo 

fe foUow'd you; for love, I follow'd hin 

To .'ttlke itie , vpuin me, nay, 10 Kill ne t 
To Alhcnt Tvill I beat my folly back. 



Htr. ^Vhy, sel you gone : Who ii't that 

you? 
Bel. A foolish heart,, ihat I leave here 
Hrr. Wbal, with l.yiauderr 
Hel. Wich Dcmcitint. 
X-Ji. Be not ifiaid i she thati not hii 

Heteim, 
Oem. No, Sir; ihe shall not, though 'j 

her part. 
Htl. O , when ehr'i angtj! , the is h 

She WIS I vixen, when slie went lo shool 

And, though she be but titilc, she is Geici 

Hir, Idttle igainf nnthiug but lo 
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Why- will yon tnSex hex to /lout me thus ? 
I«ct me come to her. 

Ljrs^ ,Get you gone » you dwarf; 
You minimus* of hind'rLag knot-grass made; 
You beady you acorn* 

Dem. You are too o£ficious» 
In hey behalf that'9coni» your service;* 
Let her alone; speak uot of Helena; 
Take not her part: for if thou doyt intend . 
Never so little show of love to her* 
Thou shalt aby it. 

Lrs, Now «he holds me not; 
Now follow, if thdu dar'st, to txy. whose right. 
Or thine or mine* is most in Helena. 

Dem^ Follow? nay* Til go with thee* cheek 

by jole. 

[Exeunt ILys. and Dsm. 

Her, You* S^stress^ all this coil is 'long of 

yous 
Kay» . go not back. 

HeL I will not trust you, I; 
Nor longer stay in your curst company. 
Your hands, than mine, are quicker for a ftnyi ., 
My legs arc longer though, to run away. [Exit, 

Her, 1 ain amaz'd* and know not what to say. 

[Exit f pursuing H£I«ena. 

Ohe, This is thy negligence: still ihou mistak^sc, 
Ot else commit*6t thy knaveries wilfuUy. 

■ Fuck. Believe me* King of shadows* 1 mistook. 
I>id not you tell me* I should know the man 
By the Athenian garments he had on.? 
And so ^T blameless proves my enterprizc* 
That I have *nointed an Athenian's eyesr: 
'And. so f'r am I glad it so did sort* 
As this their jangling I esteem a sport. 
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. Ohlt. \ Thoii teest y these lovers seek a -pl^ce td 

fight : 
Hie therefore, Hiobiu 9 overcast the nights 
Tlie starry welkin cover thou atjf.on 
"With droopiifg fog, as black as Acheron s 
And lead these testy rivals so astray* -. 
As one come riot within another's^ way» 
^ike to Lysander- spinctimc frame thy tongue. 
Then stir Demetrius up with bitter wrong; 
Axtd sometime rail th<Hi like Demetrius ; 
And from eacli other look thou* lead them thusy 
*Ti'll O'er their ' browvs death • counierfeiting sleep 
With leaden legs and batty witigs doth creep : 
Then crash this herb into^ J^ysander's eye; 
Wht>se liqttor h^th this virtuous property, 
To take from thence all error, with his mi^ht. 
And make liis eye • balls roll with wonted sight* 
When they next Wake, all this derision.' 
Shall serm a dream, and fruitless^ vision; ' 
Arid back to Athens shdll the lovers' wend. 
With leagues I whose date till deaih shall never 

end. 
■\/^hile« I in this affair do tl^ee employ* 
I'll to my i^neen , and beg her Indian boy J 
And then 1 will her charmed eye release 
IProm monster's vieWf B;id all things shall be ^ 

peace. ■ * 

,Pu€h* My fairy Lord, ^his must be done with 

haste; 
For night's A^.ift^ dragons cut the clouds full fast, 
Au4 yorider shines Aurora's, hiirbinger; 
At whose approach , ghosts , wandering here and 

• there. 

Troop home to church -yards; damned spirits all> 
That in qross-ways and floods, '.have buciai^ 
Already ta their WQxmy beds axe gone.; 
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SKOT fear lest day should lools tl^elr sham^ iipozi^ 
They "wUfnlly themsclrea exile from lights 
And miist fox aye consort with black -brow'd 

- , night. 

Oie. But we arc cpiritA of another sort: 
I with the moTuuig's love have oft made cport; 
And» lihe a forct^tcr , the groves ;nay tready 
£veu till the eatiteru K<^(f> aU fiery- red, 
Opening on Neptune with fair blessed beiiinSt ' 
Tnrus into yellpw^ gold his salt -green mcame. 
But, notwithstanding, haste; make no delay: , 
We may e^Tect this business yet ere day. ' 

[Exit Obc. 
Puck, Up and down, up and down) 
I will lea4 them up and down: 
I am feai*d in field and town; 
Goblin, lead them up and down* 
Here comes one. 

Enter l.n^V'Dt.K, 

Zjys, Where art thou, proud Demetritis? speak 

thou now. 
Puck,' Here, villain; drawn and ready. Where 

art thou? 
Lys, I will be with thee straight. 
Puck' Follow me then 
To plainer, ground. ^ 

[^Exit liTs. as following tJie voice. 

Enter DEdiBTRzrs.^ , 

JDejn. Lysander ! speak again.' ^ 
Thou runaway, thou coward, art thOTV Red.^ 
SpcaJt. . Ju $Qjm buah? wi^etc d.o%X. i^:io"a. VvV* 

thy kv€a.d.) ., , 
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Puck, Thou coward f art thou brag^in 

stars^ 

Telling the bushes that thou look'st fox "c 

And wUt.iiot cofue? Come, recfeant^coii 

child; 

I'll "whip tlicc "with a roA : He it defil'd. 

That dtaw9 a sword on thee. 

Dem. Yea; art thou there? 

PUtk* Follow mj voice; we'll try no 1 

here. { 

L.ys, He goes before nie, aud still dares 
■V\'"heii I come where he calls » then he is 
The villain is much lit^hter-heerd t than I 
I follow'd fast, but faster Jie did fly; 
That fallen arti I in dark nnevexi way,- 
And here will rest i6e. Come^ thou gentle 

[Lie 
For if but oiicc thou show me thy grey 
1*11 find Demetrius , and revenge this spite. 

lie -enter PircK and DEMETRirs. 

* Puck. Ho , ho ! ho ,, ho ! Co%vard , whj 

thou notV 

"Dent. Abide me, if thou dar'st; for weU 
Thou runu'st before me, shifting every pla 
And dar'st not stand, nor look- m« in the 
Where art thou? * 

Puck, Come hither; I am here. 

Z)<fm. Kay, tl^en th'oni niock'st me/ Th( 

, ■ buy this dear. 

If ever t thy face by day- light sec: 
2^0 W/ §0 thy "Way. Faiatuess constrftineth 
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-To measure out my length on this cold bed. »— 
Sy day's approach Ipok to be visited. 

{Lies down and bleeps. 

Enter .Hzli^na. 

Hel, O "Weary night, O long ?nd tedicAis. night. 
Abate thy hours: shine ^ comforts, from the 

cast ; 
That I may 'back to Athens, by day -light, 

From these that my jioor company ^etest: — « 
And, fleep, that sometime shiirs up' sorrow's eye. 
Steal me a while from mine own company. 

[Sleeps- 
Puck. Yet but three ? Gome one more • 
Two of bofh hinds makes up four. - 
Here she comes , cunt, and tad : — ■ 
Cupid is a.knarish lad. 
Thus to make poor females mad. 

Enter Hermia. 

JBer, Kever so iveary, never so in woe. 

Bedabbled with the dew, and torn with briers ; 
I can no further crawl, no further gQ ; 

My legs can keep no pace with my desires. 
Here "will I rest me, till the break of day. 
Heavens shield JLy^auder , if they mean a fr^y ! 

[£«t>x downs 
Puck. On thp ground 
Sleep sound: 
I'll api>ly 
To your eye, 
* Gentle lover, rcraedy.- 
[Hcfneeziiig the juice on Lrs/LVD¥.lL*i tr^ts 
^Viieu ihou.wali'st, ^ . " 
Tbou tah'st . 
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Tnie deligh( 
In the sight 
t)f thy former lady's eye? 
I And the country proverb known. 

That every man should take' his OYfXk, 
Jn your waking shall be shown: ^ 

Jack shall havetJill; 
l\ought shall go ill; 
The man shall have his mare again, ajid all shall 

be well. 
[Exit Fuck. •^- DsM. HxXi. etc. sUep* 



ACT IV. SCENE I. 

The same. 

Enter Titavim and Bottom, Fairies attendhtgs 
' OxEROK beJdnd, unseen* 

s 

±ita, Gomcy sit thee down upon thut flowery 

bed, 
■\Thile I thy amiAble cheeks do coy. 
And Slick musk-ro&es in thy sleek sraooih head,' ' 
And kiss thy fair large ears, my gentle jo^t 
JBot. Where's Feas- blossom? 
reas, Fiea^y. 

Bat, Scratch my head, Peas-b^ssom. — TYhete*! 
Monsicar Cobweb? 
Cob. Heady. 

Bat. Monsieur .Cobweb; good Monsieur, get 
youx wc^'pous in your hand, and Vill me a red* 

* hip'4 
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ilp*d humble-bee on the top of a thistle; aud» 
Xi€>d .Monsieur, bring me the honey>ba§. Do not 
ret yourself too much in the action f Mdnsieur; 
igiid* good Monsieur » have a care the houey-bag 
•reak not; I 'would be loth to have you over- 
lOinrn with a honey -bag, ^iguior. — Where'f 
flousieur IWustard - teed? 

Mil ft. J\eady. 

Sot, Give mc your neif. Monsieur Mustard'Seed. 
ray you • leave your courtesy , good Monsieur. 

must, %Yhat's your wilU ' 

JSot. Nothing) good Monsieur, but to .help ea- 
alero Cobweb to scratch. I must to the barl/er's, 
kloiuieuri for, mcthinksy I am marvellous hairy 
bout the face: and I' am such a teuder ass^ if 
ay hair do but tichle me, I must scratch. 

TUa. ^Vhat, wilt thou hear ^ome musich: my 
wcet love? 

£ot. I have a reasonable good ear in musick: 
et us h^ve the tongs and the bones. 

Tita, Or, say, sweet love, what thou desir*st 
;o eatp ' 

Bot. Truly, a peck of provender f I could 
nunch your good dry oats. Methiuks , I have a 
;reat desire to a bottle of hays good hay, sweet 
lay, hath no f^ilow^. 

Tita, t have a venturous fairy that shall seek 
r)ie squirrel's hoard, and fetch thee new nuts. 

Bot. X had rather have a handful , or two » ^f 
Iricd peas. But, I pray you, let none of your 
}eople stir me ; ' I have au^ expo.<ition of sie«p 
;ome upon me. 

Tita. Sleep thou, and 1 will wind thee in my 

arms, 
dairies, be* gone, and be all ways away. 
»o doth the woodbine, the s\ycet houeysuchlef 

Vol.. III. 10 



146 MIDSUMMKH-KIGUT'S DRBAM. 

Genily em wist, — the female ivy so 

Eiirings the liarliy fingers of the ehn. 

O^ how I love thee ! how I dote oh thee ! 

Oberon advancer. Enter FucK. 

Ohe. TVelcome, good Robin. See'st thou thi 

sweet sight? 
Her dotage now I do begin to pity. 
For jnectiiig her of latei behind the wood* 
Seeking j^weet savours for this hateful fool* 
I did upbraid her, and fall out with her: 
For she his hairy templet then had rounded { 
"With coronet of fresh and fragrant Aowcrs; 
And that same dew, which sometime on the hw 
Was wont to swell, like roitad and orient pearl 
Stood new within th^ pretty flouret's eyest 
Like tears, that did their owii disgrace bewalL 
When I had| ftt my pleasure, taunted her» 
And. she, in mild terms, be^g'd my patience* 
I then did ask of her her changeling child; 
Which straight she gave me, and her fairy «cnt 
To bear him. to my bower in fairy land. 
And now I have the boy» I will undo 
This hatefol imperfection of her eyes. 
And, ^cu tie Puck, take this uansfonned >9calp 
From olf the head of this Athenian swain; 
T'hat he awaking when the other do. 
May all to Atiirns back again repair ; 
And think no more X)f this night's accidentSy -.v 
But as the fierce vexation of a dream. 
Buc first I will release the fai^y (^ueen, . . 

Be, as thou wasv wowt $.0 he; , 

^ToucJiing k«r c^e* vi«iiK w^Ims 
Sec, as thou vfaiH viQta vo 't^t^-. 
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DUn's bud o'er Cupid's Aower 
' tilth such force and blessed power. 
(OIW9 nj Titaiiiai vrakc you,' my sweet Queen. 
*^fita. My Oberou! -what visions have I «ecu! 
[etbchif^ht, I was enamour'd of an ass. 
Obe» There lies your love. 
TUa. How came these tLin^i to pass ? 
, how mine eyes do loath this visage now ! 
Ohe, Silence » a white. — Robin > take off tliis 

/ head. — 

itania, mu^ck calls and strike more dead 
Iian common '^ep , of all theses five the sense. 
TUa, Musick, ho! rausick; such as charmcth 

sleep. 
Puek. Now, when thou walOst, with thine own 
' fool's eyes peep", 

Ohe* Sounds musick. . [^/^i/Z musick.'] Come, my 

Queen, take hands with me. 
Ad rock the ground whereon these sleepers be. 
ow thou and I are new in amity; 
.ud ^vill, to*moTro\v midoight, solemnly, 
lance in Duke Thcsc^us' house triumphantly^ 
.nd bless it to all fair posterity: 
here shall the pairs of faithful lovers be > 
Vedded* with Theseus, 'all in jollity. 

Puck. Fairy Kiu^, attend, ajaid mark; 
I do hear the morning larlw^ 

Obe, Then, my Queen, in silence sady 
Trip we after the night's shade: 
IVe the globe can compass soon. 
Swifter thaa the wand'riug moon. 

Tita, Come, my Lordi and in our flighty 
TcU mv how it came this night, 
That 1 sleeping \herc was found, 
IVith the5a mortals, on tb.e f^to\a\^. \JEjtev».n.t.^ 

\^Horut louui «>\i"Kvn,. 
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£nter TicESEue, HippoZiTTAy Eoeus, uud fraiM. 

T^tf. Go, one of you, find out the forester ( — 
For now our observation is performed: 
And since we have the vaward of the day, 
jVTy love shall hear the diusick of my houudf* — ■ 
Uncouple in the western valley ; go ; — 
Befipatch, I say, aud find the foiester. — 
AVe will* fair i^neen , nip to the mountain's t9fi 
And mark the musical confusion 
Of hounds and echo in conjunction. .' 

Hip. I was with Hcrctiies, and C«dmits» once, 
When in a wood of Crete they bay'd the ben 
With hounds of Sparta t never did I hear 
Such irallant chiding;; {(fr, bedsides the grovetf 
Th« skies, the fountains, every region near 
Seem'd all one mutual cry : 1 never heard 
So musical a discord, such sw^cet thunder; 

The, My hounds are bred out ,of the Spirtlil 

kind, • 

So flcwM , so sanded ; and their heads are hung 
With ears that I weep away the morning dew j '' 
Crook - knee'd , amd dew - iap'd like Thessaliin 

bulls ; 
Slow in pursuit, but matched in month like belUf 
Each under each. A cry more tuneable 
Was never holla'd to, nor chcer'd with hom» 
In Crete, in Sparta, nor in Thessaly: 
Judge, when you hear. — > But, soft; what nymphi 

are these? 

Effe, My Lord, this is mjr daughter here atlecpt 
And this, Lysauder! this Demetrius is; 
This Helena, old NedaT'b Helena: 
/ wonder of their bemg Vvete io%<iih«t, ' 

T^^, No doubt, tlLcy tost mv vi^xVj ,» v^ /JttvwK' 
The rite of May; audi Kcaxms o\vt vcv\««l\» 
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^ . , 

Otaie here in grace of our itolemnxty. — - 

Buty speak, Egeuss is not thir the day 

TUa^ Hermia should five auswer of her choice f 

E'ge. It is, my Lord. 

The, Go 9 bid the huntsmen wake them with 

' th'eir horns. 

fforns , and shout within, Dbmktaifs » z^TSAif- 
■Dkut HsRatzAy and Uzlena, wake and start up^ 

The, Good -morrow » friends. ' Saiut Valcmiu« 

is past; 
Begin these wood -birds but to couple now? 

Xjx. Pardon* ray Lord. 

[He and the rest kneel to TBSssvty 

The. i pray you all, stand tip. 
I know, yon two are rival enemies 1 
How conies this gentle concord in the world, • 
That hatred is, so* far from jealousy. 
To sleep by hate, and fear no enmity? ' 

Ljrs, My Lord, I shall, reply amazedly. 
Half 'sleep, half waking: But' as yet, I swear, 
I cannot truly say how I came hcret . 
But, as I think, (for truly would I ftpeak, — 
And novr Z do bethink me, so it is;) 
I came with Hermia hithet: our intent ' 
MVik^, to be gone from Athens, where W^ might "he 
"Without the peril of the Athenian law. 
. £ge. £nough, enough, my Lord; ^you have 

enough: 
I beg the law, the law, upon his bead. — 
TUey would have stoVn away, they would, De- 
metrius^ '' 
Thereby to hare defeated you and mej 
Yoa, of yoiir wife; and me, oC my cott%ctk\\ 
Of my consent that she should \>« -s^ux -^'A*. 
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lJ«m, My Lord, fair Helen told me of thdr Mii 
)Of ibit their purpose hither, to this wood» 
And 1 in fury hither folio w'd themi 
Tair Helena in fancy following me. 
But, my good Lord, I wot not by what pon 
(But by syme pow^er it is,) my love to Henni 
Melted as doth the snow, ^eems to me now 
As the r<'membTance of an idle gawd» 
Which in luy childhood 1 did dote upon: 
• And all the faith, the virtue of my heart, 
The object, nFnd the pleaiiure of mine eye, 
!» only Helena. To her, my Lord, 
Was I 'betroih'd ore I saw Ucrmia: 
But, lilfe in sichness, did I loath this food: 
But, as in heali)i, come to- my natural taste» 
Jilow do I wish it, love it, long for it, 
And -will for evermore be true to it. 

The. Fair lovers, you are fortunately met 
Of this discourse we more will hear anon. — 
Bgens, I will overbear your will; 
For in the temple, by and by with tif» 
These couples shall eternally be Kuit. 
And , for the morning now is something wc 
Our purposed hunting shall be set aside. ^— ' 
Away, with lis, to Athens: Three and' thxe< 
l/Ve'll hold a feast in great solemnity. — 
Come,- Hippolyta. ' 

[Extiunt Thbskus, Hippolyta, Egkvs e^ndi 

JDem, These things seem small, and luu 

gui^bable. 
Like far-off mountains turned into clouds. 

Her. Methinhs', \ »ee these things with paxtf 
When every ihiti^ seems double. 

Hel, So methinks : 
And. 1 have found T)emem\xi ^SIba «^ Vm^ 
Miite ov7iit and uox. ixp.i:i^ oN^rtv. 
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Dtm. It se«^t to xne. 
That yet we ileep» we dream. ^ Do not you 

thinh. 
The Dnke witi here . aiid bid uf follow him ? 
Her, Yea ; and my father. 
Hel. And Hippolyta. 

JLjrf. And he did bid ns follow to the temple. 
Dern. Why then, we aie awahe: lot's follow 

him i 
Andf by the way, let us recount out dreibi^. 

}[Exeuni. 

As they go out. Bottom awakes, 

JBot. When my cne comes » call me , and I will 

answer i — my next is , Most fair Pyramus. — 

Hey, ho! — Peter Quince! Flnte , the bcllo"«f8- 

meuder! Snout the tin]((r! Starveling! God*t my 

life! stolen hence, and left me asleep! I hare had 

a most rare virion. I have had a dream, — - past 

the wit of man to say what dream it was : Man 

M but an ass, if he go about to expotmd this 

dream. Methou^ht I was there is no man cau 

tell what. Methought I was, and metliought I 

had, •— But man is but a patch'd foolt If ^^ 

will offer to say what methought I had. The 

eye of 4MR' hath not heard, the ear of mpn hath 

not seeiiflP' man's hand is not able to ta$te, his 

tongue to conceive^ nor his heart to report, what ' 

my dream Wt*. I will get Peter Quince to write 

a ballad of .this dream: it shall be call'd Bottom's 

Dream, because it hath no bottom} and I will 

sing it in the latter end of a play, before the 

Duke : Per adventure, to make it the acre gracious, 

i fhjdl tiug it Jt her death. \EaU» 



8 C E N £ II. . 
Athens. A Room in Quince's Bouse, 

Enter Quikcx» Flvts, Snout, and StarveUVS. 

Quirt, Hjiyc you Kent to Boctom's house? is he 
come home yetf 

Star, He cannot be heard of. Out of doubti 
he is trantiponed. 

Tlu, If he come not, then the play is maTr'ds 
It goes not forward , doth it ? 

Quin, It is not posi^ible: you hare not a mia 
in all Athene, able to dischargee FyramuH, btit hew , 

Flu, No : he hath (^imply the best wit of any 
handycraft man in Athens. 

Quill, Yea, and the best person too: and he is, 
< 4 very paraihouTy for a sweet voicje. 

Tlu, You must say^ paragon: a paramoui^ i^ 
God bless us ! a thing of nought. 

Enter Snitc. 

Snug, Masters, the Duke is coming frooi the 
temple, and there i« two or three lords and ladies 
more married: if our sport had ^one forward, we 
had all been made men. _^ 

Flu, O sweet bully Bottom ! Thus hap he lost 
six -pence a -day during his life* he^ould>iibt 
have 'scaped six - pence a - day : an the Duhc had 
not given him six - pence a • day For playing Pyra- 
mus, I'll be haug'd, he would have deserv'd it: 
six- pence a -day, in !Pyramus, or ^lothing. 

Enter Bottom. 
JBoi. Where «e ih^^e 'U^*^ M\v.«* \afe 
irearts t 
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fftdm. Bottom! •^ O most courageoiis day! O 
auMt happy hour! 

Bot, Masters , X am to discourse wonders : bnt 
ttHSiL me not what; for, if I tell yoiii I am no true 
JVUkcntan* I will tell you erery thing , eight mm il 
fell out. 
• Quin, Let ti« hear, 9weet Bottom. 

Bot, Not a word of me. Ail ihat I jwrill tell 
ypu# i»', that the DuKt-, !iath dined: Get your ap- 
parel together; good strings to your b<>ard8» new 
ribbons to your pumpi^; meet presently at th<; 
palace; erery man look oVr his- part; for the 
short and the long is ,. our play is preft-xr'd. In 
toAj case, let Thisby have clean linen ; and let not 
-|iim > that plays the lion » pare bis nails » for tliey 
shall. hang out. for the lion's claws. And, most 
^ar actors » eat no onions ,' nor garUch , for w« 
are to utter sweet breath; aiid I do uot doubt 
hnt. to hear them say, it. is a sweet comedy. No 
more words; away; go, away. \Exeunu 
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ACTV. SCENE I. 

\ Th9 same. An Apartment in the Paiaee of 

Theseus. 

Jinter TBssxirs, HzppoijTta, FBiXiOSTHATZi ZA}rdi, ' 

and Attendants, 

Sqf, *Tii strange, lay Thcwm , vV\\. ^^%* Vsr«t«^ 



The, More 'strange than true. , I n^ 

believe 
These antique fables^ «ior these fairy tojrs. 
Lovers » and madmen, haVe such seething 1 
Such sl^api^g; fantasies , ,that apprehend 
More than cool reason ever comprehends, 
^he luuatich, the lover, and the poet. 
Are of imagination all compact: 
One sees more devils than«vast hell can h< 
That is, the madman :• the lover, all a;* frax 
Sees Helen's beauty in a brew of Egypt i 
The poei'.< eye, in a &ne frenzy xoUiug, 
Doth glance from heaven to earthy from e 

heaven ; 
And, as imagination bodies forth 
The forms t)£ things unknown, the, poet's 
.Tunis, them to shapes, and gives to airy ii« 
A local Uiabitation , and a name. 
8uch tricks hath stronr imagination; 
That, if it would but iipprehend some joy) 
It comprehends some bringer of that joys ' 
. Or,, in the night, imagining some fear. 
How easy is a bush suppos'd a bear? * 
Hip, But all the story of the night told 
And all their minds trausvfigur'd so togethei 
More witnesseth than fancy's images. 
And grows to something of gicat constancy 
But, howsoever, strange, axid admirable. 

Enier Ltsaudxb, D&sr£TRius, Hs&atij 

H£I«E17A. 

4 I 

The, Here come the lovers , full of j 

mirth. — 
Joy, g^eutle fnendfil '^o^t «a4.^««^EL ^v^^ W 
Accompany yvout.^w^*^ / 
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' 7 :.. Lys* More than to ut 
Wait on yoiir Toyal walks , your board, your 

bed! 
, ■ J%tf. Come now \ what masks, what dances shall 

we have. 
To wear away this long^ age of three hours. 
Between our after - supper, and bed- time # 
TVhere is our usual manager of mirth?, 
What rerelt are in hand? Is there no play. 
To. ease the anguish of a torturing hour? 
Call Philostrate. 

Philojt, Here, ipighty Theseus. 
TA4» Say^, what abridgment have you for this 

evening ? 
What mask? what mucick? How shall we beguile 
The lazy time, if not with some delight?. ^ 

PhiU^i* There it a brief, how many sports are 

ripe; 
Make choice of which your highness will tee 

first. [Giving a paper. 
The, reads. 1 The hattle with the Centaury, to 

be sung 
By an Athenian eunuch to the harp, . 
^T/Te'll none of that: that have I told my love, 
In glory of my kinsman Hercules. 
The riot, of the tipsy Bacchanals, 
Tearing the Thracian singer in their rage. 
That is an old device;, and it was play'd 
'When I from I'hebes came last a conqueror. 

The thrice three M-utes mourning for the deatli 
Of learning, late deceas'd in beggary. 
That is some ratire, keen, and critical; 
iKot sorting with a nupiial ceremony. 

A tedious brief scene of joung Pyramus^ 
.And Ail love This be i very tragical TnariKo 
Merrjr and (radical? Tediouft axi^ \>xV^i^ 
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T7ie, More 'strange than true» ,1 nfrei 

believe ^ 

These antique fables« «iot these fairy toys. 
Lovers > and madmen » haVe such seething bi 
Such sl^api^g; fantasies , jthat apprehend 
More than cool reason ever comprehends* 
!^he luuatich, the lover, and the poet» 
Are of imagination all compact: 
One sees more devils than* vast hell ^an hoi 
That is, the madman :< the lover, all as frant 
Sees Helen's beauty in a bro'W of Egypt: 
The poei's eye, iu a &ne frenzy rolling. 
Doth glance from heaven to earthy from eai 

heaven; 
And» as imagination bodies forth 
The forms qS things unknown, the, poet's p 
^Turiis. them (o shapes, and gives to airy not 
A local ^habitation , and a name. 
Such fricks hath stronr imagination; 
That, if it would but iipprehend some joy^ 
It comprehends some briiiger of that joy; ' 
Or,, in the night, imagining some fear. 
How easy is a bush stippos'd a bear? * 

Hip, But all ,the story of the night told < 
And all their minds trau^ftgur'd so together^ 
More witnesseth thau fancy's images, 
And grows to sometliiug of gicat ^onstanc^r'* 
But, howsoever, strange, axid admirable. 

Emer LTSAUDXBf D&sriLTRiusy HsAnxAy 

' H£I«E17A. 

Tkis, Here come the lovers » full of jO] 

mirth. — 
Joy, .fMUle friends ! joy, and fresh days of 1 
Accoaipany J^Ottr. lieMrcr4. ' / 
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j, • 3rSI#« 'TIm kinder we* to give them thanks fov 

V uothiag. 

OAr ^OTt shall be, to take what they mistake: 
And what poor duty cauiiot do^ 
noble TeApect takes it in mi;;ht, not merit. 
"Where I have come, great clerks have purposed 
Ta greet me with premciitated welcomes ; 
"Where I have seen thfm shiver and look pale> 
Make periods in the miist of scaitences, 
Throttle their practised accent in their fears. 
Andy in conclusion* durabij have broke of^, 
.Kot pa3ring mc a welcome: Trust me, swe^» 
Ont of this silence, yet , I pick*d a welcome i 
And in the modesty of fedrfiil duty 
r read as much, as from the tattling tongue 
Of sawcy and audacious eloquence. 
Lovet therefore, and toi^ie - tied simplicity^ 
la.lcutf speak most, to my capacity. 

JLtUer Philostbate. 

Pfulost, So please your Grace , the prologue is 
. addrest. 

Tk€. liCt him approach. [Flourish cj Trumpet! , 

Enter Prologue. 

!Pro. If we off cud , it is with our good will. 
Thai you s/iohld ihi'ik, wtt conie not to offend^ 
Mul toitk good -will. To show our simple skilly 

That is the true beginning of our end., 
Otnndef then, we come but in despite. 

We do Slot come, as minding to content ypu^ 
Our true intent is. All for your delight^ 

We are not here. Thai you should her» 

repent you, 
TAe a^eorf are nt hand j aiicl » by ilteir sHow^ 
Tifit MaU know all, that you ar^ Vik« t« KKX'a>»« 
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That is f hot ice » and wonderont itxange tAom 

Hovr shall we fiild the coiicotd of this discord r 

Philost, A play there is, my Lord^ some t^ 

words longri j * ..,* 
Which is as brief as I have known a play; . ^i 
But by ten woTds» my Lord, it £b too Icmg; 
Wliich mahes it tedious: for in all the play-/ 
There is not one w^ord apt, one player fitted. ^ 
And tragical, my noble Lord, it is; 
For Fyramus therein doth hill himself. , 

Wl^cb, when I saw rehearsed, I must confess. 
Made mine, eyes water; but more zperry tears 
The passion of loud langhtet never shed. 

The, What are ihey, that do play it? 

ThUosi, Hard - handed meik^ that work in Atheiis 

here, , 
Which never labour 'd in their minds tiilntiwi 
And now have toil'd their unbreath'd memoxi«a 
With rhis same play, -against your nuptial. 

Ths, And we will hear it. ^ ' . 

Philost, Ifo , my noble Lord, 
It is not for you: I have beard it ovcj^. 
And ii is uothiiig, nothing in the w^orld;. 
Unless you can find sport in their intents* 
Extrerariy stretch'd, and comi*d with cruel fiaini 
To do you sprvide. , ♦ 

The. I will hear' that play: 
For never any thing can be aihiss^ .' ., 

When simpiencss and duty tender it. ' 

Go, bring them in; — and take your places^ Tjadies*; 

[Exit PHll^OSTliATX. 

Hip, X love not to see wretchedness o*ercharg'4f 

And duty in his service perishing. ' 

The, Why, gentle swdet, you shall see no such 

thing. 
Hip* He saysi they can do nothing in, this kiB^**" 
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• n*. Jhtf Itinder vr6,- to give them thanks for 
4 • ■ ^ , nothing. 

Mir ^ort shall be, to take what they mifttake: 
Aad what poor duty cannot do, 
Voble respect takes it in might, not merit. 
Where I have come, great clerks h»ve purposed 
To greet me with premeditated welcomes ; 
"Where I have seen them shiver and look paie> 
IMake periods in the midst' of sentences. 
Throttle their practised accent in their fears. 
Andy in conclusion, dumbly have broke oH, 
Kot paying mc a welcome: Trust me, swetft. 
Out of this silence, yet, I pick'd a welcome} 
And in the modesty of fearful duty 
r read as much, as from the tattling tongue 
Of sawcy and audaciotis eloquence. 
ILiOve, therefore, and toi^gitc - tied simplicity^ 
In . least t speak most , to Vtiy capacity. 

EfUer Fhilostrate. 

Philost, So please yonr Grace, the prologue is 
addrest. 

The, Let him approach. [Flourish* of Trumpets, 

a 

Enter Prologue. 

jpto. If we offend , it is with our good will. 

That you should think, we. come not to offend^ 
Mui with good' will. To show our simple skilly 

That if the true beginning of our end, 
Ctltisieler then, we come but in despite, 

H^e do not come, as minding to content ypu^ 
Our true intent^ is. All for your delight^ ^x 

H'^e are not here. That yoie should her^ 

repent you* 
The eutors are at hand; and, by, their show, 
Voti shtUl know all, that you are like to know. 
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Tha. This ffUow doth not stand npoir p( 

Lys, He hath rid hit prologue, like a 
colt; he knows not the stop. A ^ood mor 
Lord: It is not enough to s^ak, but to 
txue. 

Hip, Indeed he hath played <m this pro 
like a child on a recorder;' a tOTindy but 
goyerumcnt. 

The.' His irpeech was like a tangled 
nothing impaired, but all disordered. "W 
next? 

« * 

MnUr PtaAMtTs , and TBzsfex , Wall , Moot 
and liion, as in dumb show. 

Prol, ,,GentleSy perchance, you wonder 

shon-i 
y,But wonder on , till truth make all 

pbiu. 
„This man is Tyramus , if you would kno* 
„Tlii8 beauteous lady Thisby is» certaii 
,,Thi8 man, with lime and rough -cast 

present 
* „Wall, that vile wall which did ther 

sunder : 
,,And through wall's chink, poor souls, 

■« content 
I ,y,To whisper; at the which let 
wonder. 

,,This man , with lantern » dog , anf 

thorn, 
',,Fre'senteth mooii- shine: for, 11 
' know, 

,3y moon -shine did these lovers thini 
,^To meet at Nitius* fdnib, ther 

woo. 
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■ f|Tlu8 grisly beast, which by- name lion hight^ 

I >»The trusty Thisby, comings Erst by night, 

m »iDid scare away, or ratker did affright: 

I >fAnd, as she fled^ her mantle the did fall; 

I „Which lion ^ vile with bloody month did 

I stain: 

9,Anon comes Fyramns, sweet yonth, and tall, 

„And finds his trusty Thisby's mantle slain; 
„Whereat, with blade,- with bloody blameful 

blade, 
„He brayely broach'd his boiling, ^bloody 

breast ; 
t,AnAf Thisby tarrying in miilberry shade, 

„Hi8 dagger drew, and died. For all the rest^ 
,,Let lion, moon-fhiue, wall^ ahl lovers twain, 
„At large discourse, while here they do remain.'^ 
[Exeunt Prol. Thisbs, Lion, and Moonshine. 
The. -I woiider, if the lion be to speak. 
Dem, No wonder, my Lords .one lion may» 
when many asses do. 

If all. ,,In this same interhidei it doth befall, 
y,That I, one Snout by name, present, a walli 
,,Aud such a wall, as I would have you think, 
,,That had in it a cranny'd hole, or chipk, 
„Through which the lovers, Pyxamus and Thisby* 
,,!Did -whisper often very secretly. 
y^This loam, this rough- ca«t, and this stone, doth 

show 
„That. I am that same wall; the truth is so: 
,«And this the cranny Is, ri^ht and minister, 
^Through which the feaif al lovers are to whisper." 
The* Would you desire lime ^nd hair to speak 
betteir 

' Ihm. It is the wittiest partition that ever % 
heard discourse, my Lord. 

The. Pyr&mus draws near the wall : sileirce ! 
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■ . * '. 

Enter Tyaaxvb, 

Pyr, ,^0 gTun-look'd ni^ht! O night with hat 

so black f 
f,0 nighty which ever art, Tsrhen day is not! 
„0 night , O iiieht, alack, alack, alacky 

,,I fear my Thi^byN' promise is forgot! «-* 
,,And thou, O wall; O sweet, O lovely wall, , 

„That staud'st between ber father's ground 

and mine; 
ffThou wall, O wall, O sweet and lovely wall, 
^^Show me thy chink, to blink through' with 

mine cyne. 
[Wall holds up his fingers. 
yyTbanks* courteous wall: Jove shield thee- well 

for this ! 
,,But what see I? No Thisby do. I see. 
tfO wicked wall, throa:glr .whom I see no bliss; 
,,Cunt be thy stones for thus deceiving 

>.me!" 
The. The wall, methiukst being scusiblc» should 
cnrse again. 

Pyr, No, in truth. Sir, he should not. JDe^eiV' 
ing me, U Thisby's cue; cihe is to enter ntrr, 
and 1 am to spy her through the w^all. Ton 
shall see, it w^ill fall pat as I told font'^^ 
Tender she comes. 

Enter Thi«bs. 

This, »»0 wan, full often hast thou heard VKf 

moans, 
„For parting my fair Fyramus and met 
mMy cherry Lipa have often kisb'd^ thy ttonet t 
,,Thy Atouet vriODt iuafc aco^Vai^x V^ >il^ la. 
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I^yr, yyl tee a voice r now will I to the 

chin]i» ^ 

. **'" ftTo spjr an I can hear xaj ThUb/s face. 
»Tlii8by!" 

This, „My love! thou art my Jove, I thinli.«< 

JPyr. ,,Thmk yrhat thou, wilt* I am thy lorex't 

grace '» • 

y^Aud like Limander am I trusty still." 

This, y,Aud I like llelen y till the fates me 
\ kiU." ^ 

■4 

Pyr, y'yKot ShafaLus to Procrtu wak so' true.** 

7^'/. .ftAt Shafaltts to Frocrus, I to you.«' 

Pyr, uO% kiss xne through the ^olc of this vile 

wall." 

Thh,' Mfl Idst the' wall's . hole y not your lips at 

aU." 

Pjrr. yyWilt thou at Ninny's tomb meet me 

straight * way ? *<- 

This, yyTide life» tide death, 1 come without 

delay." * . 

W'M, yyThus have I, wall, my part dischar- 
ged to; 
jyAndy being ^one, thiis wall away doth go." 

[Exeunt Wall, Pyramvs, and Thxsbk. 

The. Now* is the mural down between the two . 
neighbours. 

, . IDem, No remedy, my Lord » when walls are so - 
wilful to hear withoiit warning. 

Hip, .This is the silliest stu^ that ever I heard. , 

The, The best .in this kind are but shadowat 
and (hr wotH ana ao wox&e> iS m&i^xkaiu^ix ^;pm^V 
thexa. 

•^Ui ill. 1^ 
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Hip* ylt must be yotir imagiaation then* and 
not ihcixs. 

The, li -we imagiut no worse of them» than 
thoy of themselves , they may pass for «xceUeiiC 
mea. Here come two uoble beasts ia« a moon 
aiid a lion. 

Enter Lion and Moonshine. 

Lion, >iYou, Ladies, yoii, whose gentle hearts do 

fear 
,,Tlie smallest iiionstroiis mouse that creeps 

on floor. 
,^ay now 9 pfftchance, both quaKe and tremble 

herC) 
^yWhca Hon rough iu wildest rage doth 

roar. 
„Then "know, that I, due- Srtug the joiner, am 
,jA lion f<ilf nor else ito lion's dam 7 . 
„For if I should a^> lion come in strife 
,,Iuto this place, 'twere piiy on my life,** 

T/ie. A very gentle beasts and of a good con- 
science. 

Dem, . Th-c very best at a l>east , my Lord , that 
e*er 1 saw. 

Tlys. This lion is a very fox for his valour. 

r/ztf. Truej and a goose for his ^liscrciiou. 

IDmru Not so, my I>ord : for his valour cannot 
carry his discretion { and the fox carries the 
'' goo>c. 

■ The, His di«<cTeiion, I am sure, cannot oatry 
his valour; for the goose carjifs not the fox. . It 
ia w€il: leave it \.o \i\% ^%^t^vvsvL« ^obijL Ut.ui 
listen to the mo on. 
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I 

Jtfbott. y^Tbis lantern > doth, the borued moon 
present : " 

Dem, He should have "worn the )ioru5 on his 
^ead. 

The. He is no crescent, and his horns are invi- 
fiblc within the circumference. 

Moon. »>This lintcrn doth the horned moon 

present z 
yylVIysclf the man i'th'moon do seem to be." . . 

The. Thi» is the greatest <rror of all the Vest; 
the man should be put into the lauteiu: How is 
it else the maui'the moon? ' 

Dem, He dares jnot come there for the candle : 
for, yon see, it is already in snuff. 

Hip. I am aweary of this moon: ^Wpul^., he 
Would change ! 

The, It appears, by his small light' of discretion* 
that he is in the wane : but yet , i|i courtesy , in 
all reason, we mttst stay the time* ^ 

JLys. Froce/ed, moon. 

Moon. Ail that I have to «ay, is, to tell you, 
-that the lantern is the moon ; I , the man in the 
moon; this thcTrii - bush » my thorn 'bush; and 
this dog, jay dog. 

Dem, Why, all these should be in the lantern ; , 
for they arc in the moon. Butj silence; here 
comes' Tbisbe. 

1 • 

I 

. Enter Ti^isbs. . 

This., „Thi8- is old Ninny's tomb : Where is my 
love? - ' 

J^io'n. 01 Oh •— ; *' 

{Ta^fJMVi roars. TIhu^v ^^^^ ^S 
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X>em, . Well roai'd f lion. ^: 

The, WeU run, Thisbe. 

JJip, TVeil shone," mooiu — Tmljy the noon 
shines %yith a good grace. 

TAtf. "^Tell moused, lion, 
{The Lion /earx Thisb|:'s vtamilep und €XiU 

Dent. And so c<>nies Fyrunus. 

X>ys, And then the moon vanishes* 

Mtfter Ftbamvs* 

Tyr, yfSweet noon, I thanK tliee for tBf itmay 

beams ; 
9,1 thanH thee« mooftf for shining now to 

bright": 
y^Tor,' by thy gracious, golden^ glittering strcams» 
mI trust to taitte of truest Thisby*t sight. 
y,BiU: -stay; *— O spile! 
,,But ihar^ ; -^ Poor knight, . 
^I'What dreadful dole is here? 

9,£yes, do you se^? •' 

MHom can it be? 
y,0 dainty duck! O^car! 
,;Thy mantle good, 
„What, 6tain*d wiih blood? 
»»Approach, ye furies fell ! ^ 

y,0 fates ! come , come ; 
' >fCkit thread and thrum; • 
9,<2^^4^' c^ush, conclude, auA 4[uelil • '•', 

The, This passion, and -the death of a dftf. 
friend f vTould go near to make a man l(0ok 

Hip. BcshTcw my Ucaxj:* \>^"^ ^ V»l "^^ 
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9 

t ' Tyr. nO, whertf ove , nattire, didst thon Ubnt 

:^..-..«ffSixkce lioa vile bath heie. deAour'd mj 

dear : 
yy'Wbich is — no, no — which was the faiipett 
- dame; ' 

^,Th8t KT*d, that lov'd, that lik'd, that'lpalCd* 

with cheer. ^ v 

y,Com^f tears > confouod^ 
„OTit» sWord, and wound 
y,The pap of Pyrarimss 
„Ay , that left pap, 
„Whcre heart doth hop: — 
y^Thus die 1, thus, thus^ thai, 
^ >,Now am I dead, 

mNow am I fledt 
9,My son! is in the sicy: 
^,Ton^ei lose thy tij^ht! 
„Moon, take thy itight f 
yiKoWy die, die^ die, dley die, * 

• * IDies, Exit Moonshine. 

"Dem, No die^ but an ace^ for him: fox be is 
hm one. 

L,ys» Less than an aee^ man; for he » dead,; 
he is nothing. 

The. With the help of a surgeon^ he ndght yet 
lecovTT, and prore an a«8. 

Htp. How chance moonshine lis gone, before 
Thisbe comes back and finds her lover i 

The. She will find him by star-light.— Hert 
she conues; and hex passion ends the play. 

Enter Thisbk. 
Ifty. ilfethinks, she should not m** %Vy»%ts»^^^ 
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"Dent, ' A niote will tiitn the balaact^ iflftdi > 
P3rTamu8> which Thisbe, is the belter. 

Lys. She halh spied him already y with those 
iweet eyes. 

Dem, And thus she moansj) videlicet, -^ 

This.. „ Asleep, my love? 

„What, dead, toy dove?] 
9)0 Fyramus, arise, 
. ,,Speak^ speak. Quite dumb? 

,,Dead, dead? A tomb 
,,Must cover thy sweet eyes, 
'„These.lilly brows, 
9,This cherry hose, 
fyThcse ycUoW cowslip cheeksy 

„ATe gone, are gones 

„Lovers, make moaii«! 
yyHis eyes were gretn as leekiy 

,,0 sisters three, 

„Cr.me, come, to me, 
jyWith hands a^ pale as milk; 

„Lay them iu gore, 

,,Siuce you have shore 
,,'With shears his thread of silk* 

,>Tougue, not a wordi — 

,,Come, trusty sword ; 
„Qome, blade r. my breast imbme: 

,,Aud farewel, friends; •— > 

„Thiis Thisby etidat , ^ , 

yiAdieu, adieu, adieu.'* [JOies, 

The, Moonshine aiid lion are left to buzy th6 
dead. 

JDem, Ay, aud wall too. 

J?o/. Ko, I a^Mire yow*, \\k« n^i^X S» V^tbl tOwx 
parted their fath«a. ^WVCl Vx \j\ft^%* i^fc>a.-\n» w^ 
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tilt epilogue* or to hefRr a Bergomask dane, bet- 
wecu two of our company? 

The* No epilogjac, I pray you; for your play 
nced» no excuse. Neycr excuse; for 'whpn the 
players are all dead, there xxeed none to be blamed. 
Marry, if he that wri^ it, had play'd Py ramus, 
and hang'd himself in Thisbf;8 garter , it would 
have been a fine tragedy: and ko it is, truly; 
and very notably discharged. Hut come,, your 
Bergomask: let your epilogtM. ^one. . 

[Here a dance of Clowns. 

The iron tongue of midnight hath told, 

twelve : — 
Lo^ersy t« bed ; *ti»~ almost fairy time. 
I fear, we shall out -sleep' the coming morn. 
As much as we this night have overwatrh'd. 
This palpable - gross play h^th well begitil'd 
The h*avy gait of night. ^— Sweet fiieuds , to 

bed. — 
A fortnight 'hold Wf? this solemnity. 
In nightly rrvels^ and new jollity. [Exeune, 
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Enier Pi7CK» 

Tuck. Now the hungry lion roars,... 
And the wolf behowls the moon ; 
TVhilst the heavy ploughman snores. 

All with weary ta?k fOrdotic: 
Now the wasted brands do glow. 

Whilst the scritch - oWl ; 8critchii\% loud^t 
Puts .the wretch, that \l« m 'wo*, ; 
In xexDcmbrance of a shroud. 



v^ 
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■■■•/' *■■ ' 
■ Iffnr it i« the time of night. 

That the grares» all gapiag wide, . 
Every out lets forth his ftprite» 
. In the chiixch-way paths to glide: 
jfknd we fairies, that flo rtin, 
.By the triple Hecate team. 
From the presence of the sun, 

FoLIowing darknels iiXe a dTeam» 
Kow are frolick; not a moiise 
Shall disturb this hallow'd house t 
J am .seat,' with broom, before, 
. To sweep the diui «i>ehiud the door. 



BnUr Obsboxt and Tftakia* with- ih 
' Train. 

Ohe. Through this' house gire gCaun 

By the dead and drpsy fire: 
Every elfj and fairy sprite, ' 

Hop' as light as bird from brier; 
And this ditty, after me. 
Sing , and /dance it trippingly* 

Tiia, 7ir$t, rehearse this song by rote: 
To each word a warbling note, 
Hand in h.ind , with fairy gracr, 
'Will we fiog, and bless this place. 



SPNG» AKtl> PANCE, 

Ohe, Now, until the bxedt of dayv 
, Throu|^ tips VvQU6« ««kic^ iux^ ^^xne). 




JTo ^he best bride- Ltd will we,- 
' Whick by us sliair blessed be; 
And the issue » there create, 
£v;eT shall be fortnxtate. 
So shall all the coupler three 
Ever true iu loving be: 
And the blots of nature's hand 
Sliall not in their issue stand; 
Never mole, baT<**lip» nor ftcar, 
Ik or mark prodigious, such as are 
Despise'd 'iu nativity. 
Shall dpon their children be. — 
With this field - dew consecrate^ 
Ever fairy ^^e his gait! 
And each several chamber blMf, 
Through thiA palace, with tweef p«a^: 
£>r shall it in safety rest. 
And the owner of it blesu v 

• Trip aways 
Make uo stay; 
Ueet me all by breali of day. 

[BxeuiU Obbaon, Txtawia> mid Tfrntn^ 

Fuck* Jf we ihttdows have ojfen^^ 

l^hink hut this {and all is meHded^ 
That you have hut slumher^d hergf 
fFhile these visions did appear, 
jind this weak and idle theme, 
Jfo more yielding hut a dreum. 
Gentlest do not reprehend i 
If. you pardon^, we will mend» 
And^ as I'm an honest Puek^ 
Jf we have unearned luck 
\.2fow to 'scape the serp^fil^s i%n|;vM^^ 
^e will makH «m«iMi<» «r« l^n>(«^ 
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' MIse the Puck a liar leatl, 

■ ^o, good nighl unto you ttll. ' •* 
Give me your hands," if we Be friends^ 
JLnd Jiohiff, shall restore amende. [Exit. 
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NOTES 
MUCH ADO ABOU: 



%* iVlpCK ADO ABOVT T^OTHl 

taken from Ariosto» Oil. Fur: : 

It is true, as Mr, Pope has < 

what resembling the story of 

found in the fifth book of tl 

..In Spencer'« Faery Queeil> B. 
an original inay be traced. j 

, of ^lieforesty copied from a: 
seems to have furnished ahaksp 
as it approaches nearer in all ii 
play ^efore us^ than any other 
to be extant. I have seen so 
this once po(»nlar collection, 
doubt but that a great loajoi 
comprehends » have made the! 
£hglish dress. Of that pardc 
hav^ i«st mentioned, vis. the 
third volume 9 no translation 
jnct with. 

This play was entered at Sti 
ft3f 1600. Stssvehs. 
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poet to hare been satisfied wirti the Oeneura 9 
Turberyillc. ttThe tale (says Harrlugtou) is a pn 
tie comical matter, and hath bin ^writtea h 
English Tcrst some few years past, learaedly an 
with good grace, by M. George TurberriL' 
Ariofto, foi- r59i, p. 59. Farmer. 

I suppose this comedy to have been written i 
1600, ia which year it was printed. See A 
Attempt to ascertain the Order of Shakjpemre 
riays. Vol. I. Malone. 

Page ly line 11. 6ort is rank, distinction. 
iuciiue, liowcver, to Mr. M, Mason's ea'sier expli 
nation. Of any .sort , says he, means of any kin 
whatsoever. St££vxks. . , 

P. s, Gr^t 1. — ei-en so much, that joy coul 
not show itself modest enough, uiithout a hadg 
of bitterness.] This is judiciously expressed. .C 
ail the transports of joy, that which is attende 
with tears is Least oJicnsive ; because , carryiu 
with it this mark of ^liu, it allays the envy thi 
usually- attends another's happidess. .This he fin< 
iy x:aUs a ritodist joy, such a one as did nc 
iii^iiU the observer by an indication of happinci 
unmixed wiih pain. AVarburT ok. 

A budge ,briug. the dit^iiu^uisliing mark wot 
ill our author's time by the scrv.iiits. of noblemei 
etq. on the tdeeve of their liveries, with his usu. 
licence he employe* the words to signify a 1W41' 
or loken in general. Malone. 

P, 3, 1. 4. In great measure,'] i. e. in 9hm 
dance. Stjievj£>j>. , , s 

r. 5 , 1. 6. There are no faces truer -7-3 .*^ 
is, .none honeHer, none more sincere,- JoRNSHif, 

P. ^3, 1. 9, — - IX <Si'gmor M.ontaato' rsturn^^ 

3Io/Uantfl, in apaiusU, \,% » Uiv^a tvio:ft»it4i 

4w,n-d, [a. tiUc] givcfi, vf'uVi m\iaU>.uwwaXw 
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!• £ whom 3 the -speaker would represent aq a 
oastcr or bravado. Wabbujiton. 

JUloHianto was one of the aucieut terms of the 
eiiciitg - school. Stkevens. 

P. 3« 1. la. — there was none iiuh in the 
army of any sort. } Not raeamiig there w^as none 
such of any order or degree whatever , but that 
thrre was none such of any quality above the 
eommonm AVaabuaton. 

F. 3» 1. 17* He set up his bills etc.] Beatrice 
means* that Benedick published a general chal- 
lenge, like a prize-fighter. ST££r£^s. 
« P. 3> iJ^ig. Flight (as Mr. Douce observes to' 
me) does not here mean an arrow , but a <(ort of 
shooting called roving , Of ::hootiug at long 
lengths. The arrows used at this sport are called 
fiight arrpwsa as were those used in battle for 
great dit^tances. Steevhtcs. 

P. S> !• 20. The bird 'holt is a short thick 
arrow without a point , and spreading at the 
extremity so much, as to leave a flat surface, 
about the breadth of a shilling. Such are to ilds 
day in lue to kill rooks with , and are shot from 
a cross bow. Stekvcns. 

The meaning of the whole is — Benedick, from 
a vain conceit of his iiiAuence over women, 
challciiged Cupid at roving (a particular kind of 
archery, in which Jli,if/u- arrows arc used.) In 
o(her words, be challenged him to iJioot at hearts. 
The fool, to ridicule this piece of Taniiy, in his 
turn cliaUqnged Benrdiok to shoot at crows with 
the cross-bow and bird- bolt; an inferior, kind of 
arfbecy «n<«d. hy fools» who f for obvious reasons, 
were noF permicred to shoot with pointed arrows ; 
"Whence the , proverb — A. iooV& VoVx. \& \^^^ 
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P. 5« L €5. — he'll he meet aoM j 
This is* a ycrj common expre»sion in the 
counties , and signifiea he^ll be your jssoA 
he even with you, -ST££T&Kr» 

F. 3, last 1. Stuffed, in thi$ first inst» 
no ridlculoiis meaning* Un homme bie 
aignifieSf in French, ^ man in good eircur. 

Si 

P. 4 y I. X — .3* Beatrice starts an id< 
words stuff*d man; and prudently checl 
in the pursuit of it. A stuff* d man 
of . the many cant phrases ' ,for a cuckol 



. t •« 



F. 4» 1. 9* In our author's time wit 
general term for ioteUectual powers. 

The \oits seem to have been reckoned 
analogy to the five senses » Of the £l\rr 
ideas. lonusoif,. 

P. 4, 1. xt. 12. Such a one has 'wit p 
keep himself warm, is a proverbial expi 

To bear any thing for a difference f i 

in heraldry. So, in Hamlet, O^ihelia say 

,>•— you may wear your rue with a d^i 

S 
' P. 4f !• tS- — sworn Brother. "} i. e, 
whom he hath sworn (.as was anci< 
custom among adye'nturers) to share fort 

S 

7* 4»^* tg. -« he wears his ftftith h, 
fas/lion of his hat, etc.] Not reLigioua.f 
but profession of friendship ; iot the 8f« 
it as the reason of ^p asking,, who.wttn 
companion^ that he had every ifsonl 
sworn brother^ "VVA-^B^RTO-iis-, 

P. 4,1. tto. Aw W<^<lk i% xSmi tnn^)^ « 
iut ii formed. 
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ili/Wfiters sometimes- use the word Heekt 
: Ait iuelf. Steevkvs. 

> 1« 81. •— the gentleman 1/ not in your 
This is a phrafe used, I believe, by more 

nderstand it. To he in one's hooks is to 
\ntts codicils or will, to he among friend* 
tn for legacies, Johns oK. 
her think that the botks alluded to, are 
ndum- books, like the visiting books of the 

age. STKEVEKf. 

phrase has not been exactly interpreted. 
\n a man's books , originally meant to be 
List of his retainers, Sir John Mandeville 

I , ,,alle the mynstreUes that comen before 
It Chan ben witholdeu with him, as of liiS| 
id 9 and entred in hxi.hookest as for hit. 
tn.*< Farmer. ,* 
n)ant and a- lover were in Cupid's Voca- 

synonymous. Hence perhaps the phrase -r* 
« a person's hooks ~-' was applied eq[ualiy 
lover and the menial attendant. 

MAliOKB. 

T. 35. A squarer I uke to be a cholerick; 
omc fellow, for in this sense Shakspeare 
i word to square. So the sense may be, 
tf no hot-blooded jrouth that %oill keep 
npany through all his mad- pranks? 

Johnson. 

1. IS. You embrace your ehatge -—'J That 
r burden, your ineumhrance,. Johnson. 
gtf does not mean, as Dr. 'Jtfhnson eiCplains 
den, incumbrance t but jtthe person com- 
to your care." So it is iised in the rela- 

> between guardian, and. Yraix^. \^q\s^^« 

*i. 5a» The i^det Yiai* \\L\\cv*>3t%Vj Ts«rf*«^ 
9tri,ae^g of Don. SoYka*« ^cV^"t^«si\<tt. ^ \»'^ 

II. -v*^ 
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t I. '4. 5. Hath not the world one maHi 
will wear hU cap with suspicion : ] Thuc 
l>iect \iU hieaq. to the disqui«t of jeaiousjr* 

Johnson* 
'ainter*j Palace of Pleasure t p. 333., ^ "W* . 
ho- following passage: mAU they that weara ■ 
he pardoned to weare iheir cmppes upon 
leads.** HiiJ^DERSow. 

yvix author's time, none but the inferior 
Tvore ca:p8, and such persons were termed 
tempt fiat ^ caps. Ail gentlemen wore hats, 
•s therefore the meamng is, — Is there not 
lan ill the world prudent enough to keep 
- that state where he must live.iii appreheu- 
hat his night -cap will be worn occasiou- 
y another. ^^aIiONEv ' 

his remark on the disuse of jcaps among 
of higher rank' be accurate. Sir Christopher 
\, and Qthei; worthies of the Gqiirt .of Eiiza-^ 
hive been injuriously treated i for th^ paiu- 
£ their time exhibit several of ibem with 
}n their heads. — It should l^e remembcsed 
here was a material distiDtiction between th* 
statute 'Caps of citizens, and the ornament- 
es worn by gentlemen. St££vsks. 
Ji I. 9. — sigh away Sundays,'^ A prover- 
xpression to signify that a man has no rest 
» when Sunday , a day formerly of ease ajid 
ion, was passed so uncomforiabiy. 

Wakborto^. 
innot find this proverbial expression in any 
it book whatever. I am^ apt- to believe that 
inrned commeutaior has mistaken the drift o€ 
ad that it most probably alludes to, the strict 
*r in which the sabbath was observed' by 
*uriu^nSf who ■ usually ^^eat ihax 4»?s Sao^ 
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sighf and gruntings, and other hjpocritieal marks 

«f devolioii. St£Evsi«8. 

F. 8, I. 34. and fol. Glaudio , evading at first a 
coiifesi'iou of his pafisioil » 8ays » if I had really 
confided fiich a secret to him, yet he 'would have 
blabbed it in this manner. lu' his next speech, 
he thinks proper to arow his love; and when 
Benedick aays , God forhid it should he so , i. e. 
God forbid he should even wish to marry her: 
Claudio replies , God forhid I should not w^iith it. 

ST£EV-£T?S. 

P. 9y 1. 11. jind never could maintain his 
part, hut in the force of his wilLJ Alluding to 
the definition of a heretick ih the,8chool5. 

AVARBraroy. 

P. 9, 1. x6, A recheate is the sound by which 
dogs are called back. Shak.spearc had no mercy 
upon the poor cuckold, his horn is an intxhaust* 
Ible siibject of merriment. Johnson. 

A recheate is a particular lissou upon the horn, 
to caH dogs back from the scent: from the old 
French word recet , wliich was used in the same 
sense as retraite. Havmer. 

P. 9, I. 16. Bugle, i. e. bugle « horn » hunting- 
horn. The meaning seems to be-— or tltiat I should 
be compelled to carry a hofn on my forehead 
where there is nothing visible to support it. 

It is still said of the mercenary cuckold t that 
he carries his horns in Jus -pQckets, Stx'svKjcs. 
\'B. 9,1. 31. — a notable arguments — ] An 
eiiiment subject for satire. Johhson. 

F, 9, 1. 32. — * xhang me in a hotels Uks a 
cat, -— Jj In some counties in England, a cat was 
formerly closed up with a quantity of soot in 
wooden bottle, ( such as' that in which shephel 
cairy their iic^uor, ) and was suspended on a lb 
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£6 'who beat ■ otit ^he botiom a* he ran tiiidtf it, 
and was' nimble enough to escape its coutentt> 
Tras regarded as the hero of this inhuman diyev* 
sion. Stsevehs. 

This practice is still kept up at Kelso » in Scot* 
land* -where it is called -^ Cat- in -barrel. Se« 
a description of the whole ceremony in a little 
account of the town of Kelso» published in 17899 
by one £benezer Lazarus* a silly 'MethodistV if ho 
has interlarded his book with scraps of pious and 
other poetry. Douce. 

P- 9* i* 34* Adam £el» Clym of the Clou^Cy 
and Wyllyam of Gioudesle» were, says Dr. Percyt 
three noted outla-ws whose skill in Archery, ren- 
dered them formerly as famous in the North . o^f 
England » as Robin Hdod and his fellowif^ were in 
the midland counties. I Their place of residence 
yfaa in the forest of £nglewood> not far from 
Carlisle. At what time they lired does not appear,. 
The author of the common ballads on Tlie Tedi" 
gree, Education , and Marriage of Robin Hood^ 
makes them contemporary with Kobin Jlood^ 
father, in order to give him the honour of beatv 
ing them. See Heliqnes of uineien^ Englith 
"Poetry t Vol. I. p. 14s , wheve the ballad outlaws 
is preserved. Stkzvei's. 

P. lOf .L 11. All modern writers agree in rcpre* 
senting Venice in the same light as the aiicient% 
did Cyprus^ And it is this chdracteir of the people 
that is here alluded to. 'VVABBvnTOir. 

P. 10 9 1. 97. Guards were ornamental lace 09 
borders. Stxzvevts. 

P. 10 9 1. 23. — ere you flout old ends any, 
further J examine your conscience;} Biff ore yot*. 
endeavour to distinguish yourself any more hy 
atui^ucUed allusions , examine whether yoii eon 
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fdirlf claim eh'ertt f&r yeur own, Tllii, iJt]ti|d^.^ 

iff th# nAeauiug; or it may be understood xa.aao* 
theY scns^i 'examine^ if your sarcanni lousk yow^ 
, ^el(. Johnson. ; 

P. IX p 1. 26. The fairest grant is the ''nece$fi- 
iy :"} i. e. 110 otie can have a b#tter' Teasou for 
grtLAtitig m Teqtiest than the necessity "^of^ its bda| 
granted. MVaubv^tov, 

' ^T* Hayiey with great acnteness proposes t«. 
tttd, ■ ■ 

The fairest grant is to necessity, STZE-rnifs, 
These "vrords caiiiic^ imply the seii^e that Wat- 
burtou contends forv b^it if we »nppose that grant 
means concession, the sense is obvious; and that' 
is lYO uxkcommon acceptation of thatjword. 

M. MAS0K. 

P. 18 • I. i/!i» Thick 'pleached 13 thickly inter- 
woven^ 

P. la, 1. S^* Cousins yivete anciently enrolled 

among the dependants , if not the domPsticks, -of 

/ great families, such as that Of Leonato* Petruchioi 

' tvhiie intent on the subjection of Katharine, calls 

oxitt in terms imperative f for his cousin JMdi- 

Hand, Sl'JEEVENs. ' 

P. 13, 1. 6. What the gonjere,] i. e morhtli' 
Gallicus, The old copy corruptly reads , »good 
year." The same expression occurs again in K, 
Lear, Act V>, sc. iU. Steevbns. 

P. 13, 1. Id* I cannot hide what I amf etc.} 
This is one of our author's natural touches. An 
#nvious and unsocial mind , too proud to give 
pleasure , and tOo Mullen to receiv^e it , always 
endeavours to hide its malignity from the world 
ind from itself, under the plainness of simple ho- 
fiesty, or the dignity of haughty independence. 

Johnson. 
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- P»j IS* U.ft«. To ^law u to fUttey;. . ^ f^tf- 
papers clawhaeks, ixk Bishiop JcweL» axe the ^lope^s 
/IfHterers. The sense is tlie same in the proverb^ 
IMulus mulUm scabit, JoHVsoir* 

P* i^ » 1* 3J* ^ ^^^ rather ^ a caiiker i/i a « 
^edge , than a/ rose in i&ix grace ; J. A canker is 
the caitA:,tfr • rose , dog-rose, cyuosbatut , or hip. 
The dense is, I would rather-live in o^bscurit^r 
-the wild life of nature, thun owe dignity or esti- 
saation' to my broihet. He stiU continues lus 
wish of gloomy independence. But what is the 
meaning of the expression, a rose in his grace? 
If he wis ar rtr^ oi himself ^ his l>toi hex's grace 
or favour could not degrade him. I once read 
thus: rhnd rather he a Canker in a' hedge^ 
than a ros£ itt his garden: that is, I had raihev 
l>e what iiatute makes me, however mean, thaa 
owe any exaltation or improvcmrtib to my bro- 
ther's kindness or cultivation^ Biit a less change 
Will be sufficient: I think k should be read, / 
had rather he a ce^nker in a hedge, than ct 
rose by his grace, Job.m$oi»« • < 

The canker is a term often isitbMitufcd for the 
canker - roje. Hey wood , in . his Loue*s ISdistresSf 
1636, calli it the ,,ffa«Atfr • flower." . 

Agaiji, in Shak^peare's 54th Sonnet t 
9,The canker blooms hare full -as deep a die 

„As the perfumed tinctuie of the -rcie." 
I thiiik UO' change is-nece&sary. The seu^e is, «— 
I \^?L^ rather be a neglected dog-rose in a hcd^e» 
than a garden- flower of the same species'^ if it 
profited by his culture. Stebyiins. 

P. 1^ \, 12. I make all use of it, for I use it 
only, ] i. e* for 1 make noitbiittg e\&% my coujisellor. 

ST££V£lVftf 
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F. %4y I. 3'S* Sad an tkkf as-in futuce uMCaiftf% 
signifies serious* ^ Stb£v£Ks. ' v>«9 

P. 15, 1. 7. — both sure,] i. «. ct> be dep^ndlS 

' P. i5» 1. 3S. The pain commonly- called tV 
heart - hum , proceeds from an acid htimquT In 
the stomach , and is therefore properljr exiou^li 
imputed to *ar* looks. JoiIkson, 

F. 16$ 1* &&• i had rather lie in the woollen'^ 
I suppose 6h<; means -— between blankets^ without 
sheets. Steeve^s. 

P.. 16, 1. 33. and fol. Of .the two next speeches 
Dr. Warburton . says y ^U this impious nonsense 
thrown-, ip the bottom, is ^he players*, and 
foisted in ipithout rhyme or ret/i^on* Be therei^ufe 
ptits them in the' margin. They do not deserve 
indeed so honoiurable a. place; yet I am afraid thcf 
are too mncli in the manner of oigr authoi; , who 
is sometimes trying to .purchase^merriment at ton 
dear a rate. John sou", - ^ 

I have restored the lines omitted. ^ Stbevxivs. 

F. 17, 1. s6v Important hete» and in many 
■ •thcr places^ is importunate, Johnson. 

P. 17> 1: 26. A measure in old language, beside 
its ordinary meaning » signified also a dance^ ' 

MaXjONX./ 

P. 13, 1. 9. Friend, in our author*s time* "was 
the common term for sl lover, 3o also in French 
and ItaUan. JViALoNx. -^ 

Mr. Malone might hare added > that this tertti- 
was equally applicable to both sexes ; for » in 
' Ti/Ieasure* for Measure , XiUcio tells IsabeUa that 
her bYother had yygot his friend with child. 

StssvxItc* 



JkBOCr^iKOlKBlNfi. : iSi; 

'-*9ks t^f U yji ^»«^ the ''iui& should h^ like the 
*e€uei'\ i. e. that yoiiir,£ace slioiild be as hoQiely 
:ai|d conrge as yoi|T mask. 

*Tis plain, the poet allades to thfr ftory of 
Baiicif and Philemou from Ovid: and this old 
cou^e, as the Aoman poet describes ic> lived in a 
ihatch'd.. cottage : 

,^ — stipulii et carina tecta palustrii*' 

THEOBAX.D* 

P* ^9> 1* 8* Here's his dry hand up and down;] 
A dry hand was anciently regarded as the sign 
ol a cold constitution. Stjlzv£Ns» 

P. iQ, 1. 20. — and that I had iny ^ood "wit 
*ut of the Hundred metry Tales j} The book, 
to which Shakspeare alludes , might * be an old 
tfansJatioii of Lis cent NowoeUes Nouvellev;, The 
4>riginal vras published at Paris, in the black letter^ 
Before the year- 1500, * and is said to have heen 
written by ^ some of the royad family of France! 
Axncs mentions a translation of * it prior to the 
time of Shakspeare. Steeveks. 

This book was certain|:y printed before the year 
>575f <iQd in much repute, as appears from the 
mention of it in Laneham's Inciter concerning the 
entertaiianent at Kcnelworth - Castle. Bxed. 

The Hundred merry Tales* can never ^avc 
been a translation oi Les cent Nouvelles NoU' 
velles, many of which are very traji^ical relations* 
and none of them calcuL^ted to furnish a lady 
with good wit. It should seem rather to have 
b«eu a sort of jest-book. IIitson* 

F. 19, 1. as.'— only his gift is in devisingT 
impossrile slanders : J We shoujd read impatsible^ 
i. e. slanders f;o ill. invented » that- they will past 
u]pou no body. Waasvatok* 



' i«$ NOTES Ta MUCa A£ 

Impciiiile tUndm iic, I luppoae 
ti , from iheir •btuidiiy fDd impoti 
tbcii own confniiiiou with ihcin. 

Jdbiuou'i txiilaiutioii «pptar« to 
ayt, in XAa Mirrr Jf'"" o/ »^" 
(hitl (cuch for FjUuff in „u>j)c 
The word impotiibU i) il<o u»4 
Hiisa In Joiuou'i SnjauMt. M. Itti 
-7.. 19. I. 30. — buL ill hit uiUaiM 
ihe mcdue liii nutice and impielj. ] 
|»tt, *b« iniiuuain, be pleiutd li 
bj hit deviling ilandtri of then 
Ibim- WAniL-AToii. 

P. 90, 1. 17. 1 hiiow him by Aij 
\^ cuiiagc, hit dfmeanoui, Stkbt 

P. ai , em 1. i,Thare/ore, alt 

Xreti 'vrhich is found jii the ucxt 
■uind h«e. Malomz. 

r. ai, 1. 16. Uiaini of gold, of 
v»Ine, were in 0111 luihorV lime, 
I17 iTcalilir ciiiziuf, and olhcts. iii 
ii« a* thrj now m, ou pnltlick 
the AldrriDcn of Lnudoii. bee Thi 
IHe IVidoio 0/ tTatluif street, A 
^IbHUiMar, ACL 1. (C. vii. and c 

UFU17 Hemi about this lime Ic 
eommon lopich of iiivrciire. I 
four dialognn , paiquili , aud dis 
tub)eeti priiued hifoie the year 160 
one of IhetF it nirpFtrs, that ithe 1 
Ac chief mnrtn of the age. Stbi 
F. SI, lait 1. ^. tl ii (ha hait, 
pariiipn of Beatrice , tha.1 yvt\ 
A«r fiarton , and, jo giusi •"• o" 
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if ihs disposition of Beatrice y who imket tipori 
her to persotutle the world , and therefore re' 
preients the mofld as saying what she only saye 
herself, * i 

.The old GOpi«& Tead — hase^ . though hitters- 
hut I do not -Buderstand hoir hose and bitter 
are inconsistetit , .ox why what i9r- bitter should 
not be base. I ^ believe » we maj safely read, — - 
It is the basey^ the bitter disposition. 'John&oV. " 

1 have adopted Dr. . Johnbon'a emeudatiou^ 
though I ouce though^ it uxkuecessary. 

p. 22y 1. 8* A parallel thought occurs in the 
first chapter of Isaiah, where the propliei, descrih* 
ing the desolation of Judah> says: »>The daughter 
of Zipn is left as a cottage in a rineyar^t as a 
lod^e in a gaxdoi of cucumbers," etc. I am inr 
formed y that near Aleppo, .these lonely buildings i 
axe still nud£ ii^e of, it being necessary, that the 
£elds. w^here waier* melons, cucomber, etc. ai'e 
raked, should be regularly watched. I learn from 
Tho. NcwL()n's Her ball lo the Bible f ^vo. 1537^* 
that „80 soone as the cno umbers, etc. be gathered, 
these lodges 'are abandoned of the watchmen and 
keepers, az&d no more f*^cquented,** 'From these 
forsaken buihlings, it should seem, the prophet 
takes his compari^on. St£e.v£T9s. 

P. 22, 1. it>. . JHenedick >p«aks of Uttii as if she 
^nrere^^n the ^tage. ^ Perhaps, both she and Lcona* 
to» were meant to make their entrance with \)<m. 
I'edro. W^heu Beatrice enters, she is spoken of 
au coming in wiih only Claudio. Stkjkveks. 

I have regulated the entries accl^rdiiigly. 

such imspossihU coiwe^ancet u^oxl vcl^> *s^'i^ ^^^* 
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Warburtoii Teadf ' impasfahU: Sir Tho.'fHaMuif 
impetuous t and Dr. Jobnsou imiportuhl^ft whif^, 
say« he, is nied by Spenser, iu a sense very con- 
gruous to this passage, for insuppqriahle , or noi ^ f 
to be mstainisd. Also 'by- the iiist translators of 
the Apocrypha; and therefore sych a word as 
Sl^alispeare nay be supposed to hare ivritten." 

Importahle is very often used by T^id^ate In 
his Prologue to the traiislatio>^ of The Tragedies 
gathered by Ikon Bochas , Ac. as ■ -well as hy 
Holinshed. j 

linpossible may be licendouaiy used for unac- \ 
eountable, Beatrice has already said, that Benfr- 
^dick invents impossible slanders. Stxevetuts. ? 

Impossible may have been what^ Shahspeare, 
wrote, and be used in \he sense of incredible os^ , 
inconceivable 9 both here and i«i the beginning of. 
the scene, where Beatrice 6peah| of impossible 
slanders. M. Masok. 

, I beUev« <>the meaning is -«» wiih^ u rapid^ 
equal to that 0/ jugglers, who appear io perform . 
impos^ibilitiesr . , « 

Convey anee was the common term in ouY 
author's tim^ iot^sleigJit of hand^ SdAiiOKX. < 

F. aa, -U 6. — 6he speaks poniards,} 80 j ia 
Hamlet, 

,,1*11 speak daggers to her.*' — i- . 

s STZXVsirs, 
F. 23, 1. 15, — you shttH find her ihe infernal 
Ate in g&od apparel"^ This is a pleasant allusion- 
to the £unora of ancieiu poets and painter;,^ who 
rep^e^ent the Furies in rags. Warbvrtow. 

Ate is not one of the Furies, but the Goddes4 
efs^cvengetOJ Discord. Stze v«ks. 
T. Z3, 1. x6. AsShaKs^Qaxe always attxi\>mea ta 



V 



ABOtJT NOTHING. i89 

ills -exorcisis tlie power of raising spirits^ he %Ttvt% 
his conjurer a in this place » the power of laying 
.them. M. Mason. 

F. S3* 1. e4 — Si. I will go etc. etc. etc.] i. e* 
I will undertake the hardest tash, rather than 
have any conversation with lady Beatrice., Allud- 
in^ to the difhciilty of access to either of those ' 
monarchsy but more particularly to the former. 

.P. ft4> ^« ^* Uset in our author's time, meant 
jinttrest of money. MAiiONK. 

P. S5, 1. 8' — popr fool 9 — ] This was for- 
merly an expression of tenderness. See King LeaVf 
last scene : ,»And my poor foot is hang'd;" 

MAX.ONK. 

P. fiSy 1. IS. Good Lord, for allianee!'] Ciau' 
dib has just called Beatrice cousin, 1 suppose, 
therefore 9 the meaning is, -^ Good^Lord^ J>exe 
hare 1 got a new hins^ian by marriage. 

MAI.OVS. 

I cannot understand these words'^ unless they 
imply a wish for the speaker's alliance with a 
husband. Stxevet^s. 

P. a I, 1. 13. Thus goes every one to ike world 
hut I, and J am suH'hurn*dt'\ What is it 1 to 
go to tjie world? perhaps ^ to enter by marriage 
into a settled state; but why is the unmarried 
lady sun- burnt? 1 believe we shotild read, — 
Thus goes every one to the wood but I, and I 
am sun* burnt » Thus does every one but I' find 
a shelter, and I am left exposed to wind and sun, 
Tlte nearest way to tfte wood, is a phrase f«T 
the readiest means to any end. It is said of a 
woman, who accepts a worse match thi^n those 
w^hich she had tefused, that the YkUft -ijj^s^t^ i>ax^vk^ 
the wood, and at last taken, a CTOoV.«idL *^^- "^"^^ 
conJectunU criticism lias always aomevVvis^ v» i^»»» 
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its confidence. Gluldpearey in jil^s well Sm 
Mnds well, usct the phrase, to go to tfu world 
for marriage. So that my emeikdation depend 
ouly jon the opposition of wood to sun - burnt, 

JOOVSOT 

I um. ,.fun'hjf.rnt may mean* I have lo«t m 
beauty > and am consequently no longer 8Qci 
an ' object as can tempt a man to marry. 

P. «6, 1. 5. There*! Utile of the mrlanckoi 
clement in /ler,] ,,Does not our life consist c 
the four elements?** says Sir Toby, in Twelft 
Night, So, also in King Henrf Vs He is pui 
air and fire* and the dull elements of earth an 
water never appear in him.*' Malonk. 

P. 26, L 29. A mountain of affection with on 
unofher is a strange expression , yet I Kuow nc 
vrell hoMT to change it. Perhaps it -was origii 
ally written to bring Benedick and BecUrii 
into a. mooting of affection ; to bring tfaem ii< 
to any moT)( mootings of contention, but to 
. 7»oo£i/2^ oY 'conversation of lore. This reading : 
confi.rmed by the preposition with; a. moUntai 
with each other, or affection with each otke 
cannot be used, but a, mooting with each o.tht 
is proper and regular. JoiiN'so?r. 

Uiiconunon as the word, proposed by Dr. Johi 
sou may appear, it is used in several of tke old play 

Stkxvxv 

Shalcspeare has many phrases equally hanh^ T 
whO'W^ould hazard such expre^sion8 as ajiorw 
fortune , a vale of years , aud a tempest of 
vocation, would not scruple to write a w^f 
0/ affection,. Malonk. 
^' ^7f L 5. -^ €^ ifhle *ttim%A 
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79 1. 10. — queasy istomadhj i* e. sqneamiith. 

. ft3» 1. 91. •— intend a kind of zeal — «] i. e. 
etend. St££vsk$. 

P. S99 1. 14. Gardens were anciently called 
^rvhards^ Stkevens. 

P* 29 > I* 28* ^9* "^ A"'' M^'u' will he lie ten * 
nights awake t carving the fashion of a new 
doublet,'^ This folly , 50 conspicuous in the gal- 
Imts. of former agcsy is laughed . at by' aU onr 
comic writers. 8t££V£W8. 

P. 50 ) 1. i4« --^ and Ker hair shalt he of 
what colour it please God* ] Perhaps Benedick 
allndes to a fashion, very, common in the' time of 
Shakspeare, that of dying the hair, 

StubheSf iu his Anatomy of Abuses ^ i595> 
gpeakiu^ of the attires of women's heads » says ; 
ffli any have haire of her owne natirrall f^owipg> 
which is not faire y no ugh, then "will they die it 
in divers colours.** Steevens. 

The ^practice of dying the hair wa^ one of ' 
tho«e fashions so frequent before and in Queen 
Elizabeth's time, as to be* thought worthy of 
particulaif animadveriiiou &6m the pulpit. Resd. 

Or he may allude to the fai»hion of wearing 
false hairj ,,whate7ec ooiour it pleased God.*' 

MAZ.OKB. 

F. SOf I- *6. We'll fit the kid -fox with a penny " 

worth.] i. e. we will be 
ev«A ■with the fox »©w discovered. GH£r. 

Ix is not Impossible but that Shakspeare ckose 
on -this •ccasion 10 employ an antiquated word; 
and yet if dny fixture editor should ch'dose to 
TceUL — hid fox, he may o\i%«t"ve v^'»»x "^"wb^w*- 
Aai Mid.'— ^Hide ixin iLUd. «\V aJtv^t.^* ,'_ 
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/ . Dr. Warbufton rends as Mr« Steercns prjoypyt. 

A kid 'fox seems to be no n\ore than a ycuifg 
fox or «/t^. In ^s you Like it» we have tli 
#xpre6«ion of -r- m twp dog - apes,** Bi»tok. . 

P. 30 y 1. S7. ^— wUh musick."] « I am jipt sure 
" flvit this stage - direction (taken nrom the quarrtOi 
I $00) is proper. Balthazar might ha vjs been de* 
signed at once for a vocal and an instrumental 
performer. ShaXspcare's orchestra was hardlf 
numerous; and the first folio, iu'stead of Balthazar* 
only gives us Jaeke fFilson» the name of the 
actor who represented him. Steevjci**. 

F. 30 « 1.. 23. Come, Balthazar, we'll hear thai 
^ong again.'] Balthazar, the musician and ser- 
vant to Don Pedro » w^ ' perhaps thus named 
from the. celebrated Baltazarinl ,. ' called De Beaw 
joyeux , 'an Italian performer on the violin , who 
"Vvas in the highest f^me and fdvonr at the court 
of Henry II. of France, 1577. Bltiini,y* . ' 

P. ^x, 1. 13. — and noting!] The old copies — 
nothing. The correction was made by Mr. Thjeo- 
bald. Malome. 

^« 32» !• 8- —'the night' raven^ i, e. the owl; 

V«I(T««( j^«|. ST£SV£KS. 

P. 33, 1. 19. Stalk on, stalk om the fowl 
sits.] This is an allusion to the stalking-horse; 
a horse either real or f^ctitiotis, by which the 
fowler aiieieutiy shelterecL . himself from the sight 
of the game. Stkevetts. 

P. 33, I. 28 -— 3t. *-^ / cannot tell what io 
phihk of it ; hut that she loves him with ^n enra* 
ged affectiont — ^ it is pa4t the inftnite of thought,] 
It is impossible to make seuie ^d gjrammax of 
this speech. And the reason is, that the tw« 
. bcgitmin^s of two diSexeat &eaceace$ are jiunbled 



#i;i0tlrer «ftd' «nad^ diic. Foir -^ hut that sh€ 
*'oves hkm with eut ,t^nraged affection, is only 
part 'of a *rciiteiice, which should conchide thii8» 
-^ I J most pertain,' But a' new idea striking the' 
speikeTf he, leaves his scutence iiniimshed , . aud 
ttims to anotheff — Ityis past the infinite of 
thcugJu t — vrhich is likewise left unfinished;' 
fo4r it should <:onclude thus — to say how great^ 
that affection U, TIiohc br<ihe'n disjointed scU-' 
tences are usual in conversation. HbweVer thrre?^ 
is one woud wrong, whiciv yet perplexes the^' 
sjenee't and that \s infutite. Human thougtit can*" 
not surely he called infinile with' any fiirtd ol'* 
figuratiire^ propriety. I suppose the tante re^ding^ 
W%8 definite. This makes the passage iiiielligihle; 
It it past the definite of thought:^ — i. «. it can-' 
not he defined or conceived how great that a£Ebc*' 
tion is. Shakspeare uses the- Word a|;aiit ixl t&e^ 
same sense in Cymheline: ' s 

,,For ideots, in this case of favour, woul^ 
„Be wisely definite. —^** 

i. e. coiild tell how to pronounce or determine' 
iu the case. "VVah^ukton. 

Here are . diffictfities raised 'only to" shoW'ht)^ 
casUy they can be removed. The plain sense is, 
/ know Hot what to think otherwise, hut that 
she Joyces him with an enraged affection: It (>thi$ 
af&ction) is past the infinite of thought'. Here^ 
are no abrnpt st~op>i , or imperfect' sentences^ Infi' 
nite noiay well enough stand ; it is used by mor^ 
careful waiters for indefinite: and; t^ speaker 
only means «. that though^, though m Itself uh' 
hounded , i::ftunot reach or estimate The degree of 
her passion. Johkson. 

The meaning 1 think, U, -— hut luUK WHat ati« 
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/ . Dr. Warburton reads as Mr. Stceveni propOMi. 

MAX.9VZ, 

A kid -fox secnit to b« no n^ore thaa a young 
fox or cub. In As you Like U, ure have tke 
#xpre6«ion of t- *jtwp dog • apes,** BirroN. 

P. 30, 1. S7. -« utUh musick,"] • I am upt 6un 
' tliat this stage - diroctiou (taken ^om the qiunrto, 
i(ioo) is proper. Balthazar might havje been dfi- 
signed at once for a vocal and an instrumental 
performer. ShaXspcarc's orchestra was hardif 
numerous; and the first foliOf iu'btcad of Baltha^ar^ 
only gives us Jacke fnisotif the name of the 
act or who represented him. Stsevjcvs. 

F. 30 « 1. 23. ComSf Balthazar, we'll hear that 
Jong again."] Balt/tazar^ the musician and ser> 
vant to Don Pedro , wm ' perhaps thus named 
from the, celebrated Baltazarini , called De JSe^tn- 
joyeux , 'an Italian x><*rformc'r on the violin » who 
was in the highcat f^me and favour at the court 
of Henry II. of Franco, 1577. BuH^ftY* 

P. 5x, 1. 15. — and noting !] The old copies - 
nothing. The correction was made by Mr. Thee 
bald. Malome. 

^* 32, 1. 8* — ^^^ night' raven, i. e. the ow 

P. 33 > 1. 19. Stalk on, stalk on; the fo 
siis.] This is an allusion to the stalking -hor 
a horse either real or factitious , by which 
fowler ajicicutly sheltered himself from the si 
of the game. Steevetts. 

P. 33, 1. 28 — 3t- — ^ cannot tell whm 
think of it ; hut that she loves him with at ' 
ged affection, — it is pcut the infinite of th 
It is impossible to make %fc\\4« ^vik -^* 
this spcQch. And the xewoa \a» v 
hegiuaings oi two diffcteixt %eatciict 
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|f||if made oiie. For -— hut that sh& 
t^^ wlh Mt enraged affection , is onXj 
i#mteiice» whick should conchide thiis^ * 
H pertain,' Bitt a' new idea striking the' 
he leaves his sentence unfinished , . and 
another* — It yis past the infinite of 

— 'which is likewise left unfinit^hed;' 
kuld conclude thus — to jay how great" 
'ction U, Those br<iltern disjointed scii*' 
t usual in conversation. However there?* 
rord wrong, which- yet perplexes lYift' 
id that \$ infinite. Human thougiit can^' 
Ly be called infinite w4th^ any liirid of" 
' propriety. I suppose the true rciiding^^ 
*iite. This makes the pa^*a»e intelligible. 
t the definite of tkoug/u^—- i. «. it can^ » 
ffined ox conceived how great that aStc*' 

Shakspeare uses the* Word again ixl tfiiv^ 
»e in Cymheline: 

Ideots, in this case of favour, wqtilA 
wisely definite, — ** . 

Id tell how to pronounce or .detccmiiie' 
se. "VVarburton. 

re - difficulties raised 'only to" show hDYr 
ey can be removed. The plain sense is* 
Hot what to think otherwise , hut 'that 
r him with an enraged affection t It (>thi$ 
I 1/ past the infinite of thought. Here' 
brnpt stops , or imperfeetr' sentences; Infi- 
• well enough stand; it is used by more* 
{vriters for indefinite: and* tiie speaker 
ans^. that thoug/^, though in Itself uh' 
, cannot reach ox e«\im»l«"^<t ^^^g^ >it 

on, JOHKSON. 

waning I think, u, — but wUK uiKoi* «** 

in. ^-^ 
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^ntra^e A affection 'she loves' him , it it iero^ 
the y^wef of thought^ to conceive, Mai<q>7E* 

P. 33, 1. 27 — 29. — for she'll he up twenty . 
timet a night; etc. etc.] Shalispeare has more | 
than once .availed hinipclf of sucli incidents ai- 
«cciiri:eii to liim from history, etc. to compliment- • 
the Princes hefore whom hi^ pieces 'vrere perform- 1 
«d. A strUiing instance of ./lattery to James | 
-occurs in "Nlach^thi perhaps ^he 'passag^e here 
quoted tras not less grateful to Elisabeth; us it 
apparently alludes to an extraordinary trait in 
one of the letters pretended to haVe been "wrkten 
hy the hated Mary to BotliMvell: 

,,I am nakit, and ganging to steep » and zit | 
■cease not to scribble all tliis paper, in so meikle 
«s rest' is thairof.'' Thett if, I am uaKed , aiid 
going to sleeps and yet I cease not to scribble to 
the end of my paper , much as ihoxe xemains ol ' 
it unwritten on. Henlev. 

Mr.: Henley's obser,vaiion must fall^to the ground; 
the word in every edition of Mary's letter which 
Shakspeare could possibly have seen , being irkit, 
not naket, „1 am irkit** m^eans, I am uneasy. 

Steevens. 

P^ 54, 1. ^. A fartJting, ,and peihaps a half' 
penAjr, was used to Signify any small particle or 
division. Steevens, 

P. 34» !• 18-— and the ecstasy —J i. '€• alie- 
nation of mind. Sx££VET>rs. 

P. 34f !• 25, — wisdom and blood -combating 
in so tender a body, J I suppose' i^oorf, in this' 
instance, tb^^mean nature ^ or disposition. 

■^ V , Ste^vens. 

"Blood is here as in Tnany"'citlicr places used by. 
oitr author in the sense of passion ^ or rath^x 
idmperament of hody^ M-iW^oss.. 
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P; ^4»' i. 5i.» Ta daff is the same as \ to doff 
or do off t to put aside. STEEVEKij. . 

P, 85, 1. 7. -— « tdntemptible spirit. — j Jhat 
is , a temper iwcUned to scorn and contempt. It 
has ^"bcen before remarked, that our author uses 
his verbal adjectives with 4;reat licence. There is 
therefore no. need of changing: tiie word with Sir 
Thomas Hanmer to contemptuous. Joutjsov.. 

P. 5^» !• G' ^^ " ^ very proper manJ] i. e. % 
very handsome one. Steevens. 

P. 36.. 1. 13- The conference ivas sadly borne. 
i, e. was^ seriously carried on. Steevbjsts. 

P. 38 » ^' ^« Proposing is conrfersing, from the 
French word — propos, discourse, talk. , 

P« 38» !• *7' ~" 07<r. propose:] Thus the quarto^ 
The folio reads -7- our purpose. Propose is zighti. 
Sec the preceding note. Steevens. 

Purfjose, however, may be equally vighc It 
depends only on the manner of accenting the 
Word, which in Shakspeare's time, wa^ often used 
in the same sense as propose. Beed. 

P. 39 » 1- *?• *8' — " ^^'' spirits are as coy 

and wild 
As Jiaggards of the r6ek,'\ Turberyile, | 
in hii book of Falconry t i$75» tells us» that i,tlie 
haggard doth come from foreign parts a stranger 
and a passenger;" and Latham* who wrote after 
him, say;:, that, „she keeps in subjection the most' < 
part of all the fowl ih.it fly, insomuch, that the 
tassel gen.tle> her natural and chicfeit companion; 
dares not come near that coast where she useth, 
nor sit by the place w^here she standetlu Such is 
the greatness of her spirit , s?ie will not admit of 
any society^ unt^l such time as nature worketh«<'^c. 
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^fin dtuire. 1V](SD» 

JP^ $9» 1« ^e — 3«. -?- Jy^th not the geitiiitmtHt \ 
Deserve ms full, of fofrtitfuU* -m, %ed^ 
mv; M. M^son veij justly xvbfterv^efty^ that wbat 
Vmtki meaiu to say is, »,that he is as des«vvia| 
•«f cojnplrte Jiappiness in the , ^aavjoage staiey Jl 
Beatrice herself." Stbsvkvs. 

P. 40 » 1. 4. Misprising — ] Despising, coa* 
i;einiiiug. Johnson. 

To rmsprise is to undervalue f or talte in 4 

'wroug light. St££tx:n8. 

« 

^r. 50, 1« i6. f u^ she would spell lum ituh 

u;'arr/.* J ' Ailndiug to the 
practice of witchei in uttering prayers. 

7. 40f 1. 19. 'The Untick Yf!k» a huffboa charact^ 
in the" old English farces, with a Blacked Ja^ 
and a, patch - work habit. What I wotUd ohsenre 
frosi heuce is% that the name of antick or w^^ 
^uot given to this character, shows that the~ people 
had some traditional ideals of <ts being borrowed, 
ffoiii the atuient Holmes, <who are thus <^escribed 
by Apuicius: tyminti centuncuU , fuligine faciem 

O.hduCti.** WAKDVaTQK. 

I believe what is h«re said of the old- English 
farces , is said at random. Dr. Warbiirtou was 
thinlcing , I imagine , of the liiodcru Hadequiu. I 
have met wifh no proof that the face of tl|e an- 
tick or Vice of .the old EngUsh- qomedy m.afi 
blkckcucd. By th9 word black in t^ text, \i 
only meant, as I conceive, swarthy « or haTJt 
brown. MAiiONfi. 

A black man jneaus a miin with ». 4jatk- ox 
thich/1>eard| not a swarthy pr dajrtt-browil com" 
plejSou, at Mr* Midou^ cowctvrt*, D^tJck. 



., W«K„ ^- I make „„ ° ",;" "P"". i>x, 

■•"y^ The F'lj'f" h»<i a Lli ' ""'»"' °f 

"^'»' ^«'- /r' I""'" of Coluf •"'"<'«' for 
*?«•" And a. ^«'""«te, rf^L "J'*'. »- ^or, 

*«*"»«« i.T^'<- .o, bv .1. ""• "»»P«r«i 



^*e aOt.',..! ?^' "*■ P^T* 



T. it, 1, IS- argument -^} 1 

tetmt bcic to ligmiFr diitaurjt, or, tbc j 
itatoAing. JonsioB. 

.Irgiiment, iii the pictent iiutaucc. 
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F. 41 , L 4, TiiTninf my wild hea 
loving hafidi-\ 
i> (alien from falconry. Shr hod bee 
wiih bring as ji-ild as haggarih of the 
IhrikfuR EJyi. ihal wiVf^ ai hrr heart it 
laiat it to the hand, ]oHK;o:t. 

7. 4E, 1. 14 — i6. — he hath a. 
touiid as a belt and hii tongue is ihi 
for what hii heart ibinki , tiii longu: 
A covett allusion to ilir »ld trovetbi 
„As the tool iliiuk([h 
„So ihc bi'U cliiilifib." 6teevz: 
P. 4S, i. to. 11. TA«rt ii ns appe, 
ya»cx /« /j/m, H'.i«jj it b« «. Ja-icy 
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/Td fancy, which Shalispeare uses for love aa- 
ell as for humour, caprice, ox affectation, 

JOBNSOir. 

• T,- 4Sf !• ^5* Slops are large loose l{reeckes, ov , 
browsers, worn only "by sailors at present. 

ST££V£NS. 

Hence evidently the term slop - seller , for the 
venders of ready made cloaihs.' Nichols. 

P. 43, L 16. — /io doublet: — ] There, carf be 
no doubt but we should read, all doublet, which 
corresponds vrith the actual dress of the old Spa^ 
niards. As the passage now stands , it is a lu-ga* 
tivc description y w^hich is in truth no de^criptiou 
at aU« M. Mas OK. 

P. 44 9 '1. 4* Love 'fion^s in our authored time 
were generally sung to the mu.^ick of the luie. 

Majionb. 

F. 44, 1. 15. She sliall he buried with her face 
upwards,'] The ineaDiilg seeknti ta be, thai .she 
w.ho acted upon principles contrary to ^.^ther^, 
should be buried with the f^ame contrariety. 

/ JoUNSON* 

P. 46, 1. 17. -Enter JDogberry and VergdStl The 
first of these worthies had his name from the 
JDog' berry ^ i, e. the female cornet, a shrub that 
grows in the hedges In eveiy county of Knglandv 
Verges is only the provineialr promuiciaiion of 
Verjuiee, STBBvufs. 

P.- 46, 1. 94. To ipAi»r»ff his fellows , seems tp- 
have 'b<*en- » regular p^rt of the diuy of the cou' 
stable of the Watch. MAi«ei«x. 

P. 47, U 3^ A bill is still ea^rried by the 
w^atchmen at Litchfield. Ik was the old weapon 
of English infantry , wMcK , ta,^% 'YfcTvv^\fc , ^au-u« 
i/ie jnost ghastly and deplorable \ttou.tv^^% "^s* 
ma J be called securis /oicAta, \t)^^^<iTS» 



■fl» , KOTES TO ■ MUCH AJiO 

About ShalupMTc'a iim« hatlttrdi ^mi thi 
.weapons boiiie by the imebncii, m ajipcan ^b 
£1dii»>'s yojagf to ilia Z,eoaiUt^ ,,— cniiiiu 
Jiuizarica.i wh^ wich -ffieit atfT.M (uud *x>l> 
ilrcM, oi onr niglu watchmen wilh kotiard) a 
Loudoii." Aebd. 

The following npmtntation of ■ wattiima't, 
with bii nil ou hit shoulder, is copied fioiB the 
Jittc-plfie to Deckei't U f>*r w O, elC. qco,. 164I! 
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/. 48t U is. and foL It is not unpci«ftibl€ bitt 
lat part of this scene was intended as >a burlesquf 
on The Statutes of the Streets, ImpTuued bj 
Wolfe, in i595» 

Ben Joti^on, however, appears to h«vc ridiculed 
this scene in the Induetion to his Bartholomew' 
Fair r ^ 

„A#d then a sv-bstantial iBatch to have stolfl 
ill upon 'em, and taken them aw^y wilh mistak" 
ing words , as the fashion is in the f^age practice.'* 

St£EV£1SS. 

Mr, Steev^ns tfbferves^* and I believe Justly, 
that Ben Jonson intended to ridicule this scene in 
hi^ induction to B/trthol&m^wFair; yet in his 
Tale of a Tub, he maltes his wise men of Fins- 
bury spealc 5\ift in the same style, and blunder in 
the same manner', without any such intention. 

M. Masok. 

P. 4Qf 1. 4. — keep your fellow*s eounjelr and 
your own,'} This in part of the oath of a grand 
juryman; and is one of many proofs ofShakspea- 
Te*s baring been very conversant , at some period 
of his life I irrith legal proceedings and courts oi 
justice.' MaZjOI^e. 

P. 49, ll 2Ji* *-" like a true drHnkardf"] I sup* 
pose, it was on this account that Shahttpearc called 
him Boraf?dop {rom Boracc/Wf Spanish, a cTronhard^ 
or Borraehot a leathern receptacle for wine. 

ST££VE1BSc 

P. 50, 1. 3.'—- uneonfirm'dt'] x. e. unpnctised 
in the ways of the world. Wahburtoi*. - 

P. 50, 1. so. — • rccchy -painting :} Is paintin| 
discoloitred by smoke. Stsevsvs. 

P» SO, L 21, -- like »od Bets -priest* m t 
*Ui:€hfu:€h window, \ Alludii^.Uk %o«&* ^^''^k^ 
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zepresentation of the story of Bel and the jDrmn 
gon, as rrlated iu the Apocrypha. Stssvxvs.- 

F. 5o»'l. 22.. By the shaven Herciiles is meant 
Sampson, the usual subject of o^ tapestry. In 
this ridicule oii the fafhioxiy ■ the poet has not 
unar^uUy given a stroke at the baibaroiis wozK- 
manship of the commou tapestry Hangings y' then 
so miiclx in use. TJie same hind of raille];j Ger* 
vantes has employed on the like occasion , when 
he brings his knight and 'squire to an inn, where 
they found the story of Dido and AJSueas repre- 
sented in bad tapestry. On Sancho's* seeing the 
tears, fall iiom th« eyes of the forsaken Queen <as 
big as walnutSt he h6pc$ that when their atchieve* 
meiits became the general subject -for these sorts 
of works, that fortune would send them a better 
artist. *— What authorised the poet to give this 
name to Sampson w^as the folly of certain Chris- 
tian mythologists , "who pretend tliat the* Grecian 
Hercules was the Jewish Sampson. The zetenue 
of our author is to be commended: The sober 
audience of that time would have bjecu offended 
with the mention ^f a venerable name ou so light 
an occasion. Siiiihsx>eare is indeed sometimes iiceu- 
tious in the^e m:itterii : But to do him iustice« he 
generally !<eem« to have a sense of religion » and 
to be under iti< influence. What Pedro says of 
Benedick, in this comedy, may be w^ell enough 
api)lied to him: The man doth Jear God, however 
it seems not to be in him by sorae. large jesf 
he will make, Wailbi'KTun. 

I believe that Sh.ik^peare kiieW nothing of t 
Christian mytholo'^ists, and by the shaven i 
^u/erj- meant only Hercules it) 'tea Afi.aoe<2 Ca n 
j^i/fi look like ,a woman t vj\v\\« \v^ tQX«i«.\\.t 
the service of Omphaic, ^iis l-y^vaxt Tn^^\t'*»* 
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•cIm ihmven ■ Hercules be«n meant to represent 
Sampson y he would probablj- have been equipped^ 
Yt'nh a jaw Bqkc instead of a elub^^ STX£r£9i. 
' F. 50, L ^^, Smirched it soiled, obscured. 

, • ST£XVXVS. 

p. 51, •]» 29. 50. J^ff are 'lik^ /« prove a , 
goodly commodUy, being taken up of these men^s 
bills,'] Here is a clusLer of conceits^ Commodity 
was t'ojmerLj as no-rv^, tii^ usual term for an article 
of merchandise. .To take up, beftides iti^ common 
meaning, (jto apprehend,') was the phrase for ob» 
■ taiuing goods on credit. ,»If a man is thorough 
witlfc them in honest tuning up , ^aays . Falscad^^ 
then tbc^ must stand, upon security.** Bill -was 
the term both for a single bi>nd, and a- halberd. 
"We have the i»ame conceit in King Henry VI, P* 
II : „My Lord , when shall iV^e .. o to Gheapsidr, 
and take up commodities upon our bills 9 ^'^ 

Mai<ovx. 

P. 5i» 1. 31. A commodity in question^'^ i. e*. a 
com^nodity subject to* judicial trial or rxaioination* 
Thus Hooker* w'SVhosoever be iound guilty the 
communion booh hath deserved least to be called 
in question for this fault.** i>T££V]ii>s. 

P. 52; 1. 9. — rahato — j An ornament for 
the nick, a collar •baiid' or Xiud of rufl'. Fr. ha' 
bat. Menage saith it comes from rabattre y to 
put back, bvcauiio it was at firi-t nothiui', but the 
collar of .the shirt or shift lurn'd back towards 
the shoulders. T. Hawkins. 

P- 52, 1, 17. — ij tiie hair were a thought 
browner:} i, e. the false hair attached to the 
cap; for we learn from Stubbts's Anatojniti of 
Abuses, i^95> p. 40, that ladies nn«« ,,tv<S\. vv^xv^^cna 
content with their own Yiaixc, \>\xx. ^-v^ "\i>^v% . ^"^ 
other hdire either ot hox&ts, ?sMae% , «>^ ^^^^ ^%:sns:'* 
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stranf^ beasts , dying* it of what coUovr thej lilt 
thjemsclres.*' Stestteks. 

■P. f^9 1. 24. — iidLt' sleeve* f'] Sitie^ileem p I 
believ«» zn«an long^ oiws. ^o, ia Gteene**^ Fmrf 
well to Follie, 1617: mAs^ great seift-lore Inrketh 
iu 4 W<£tf-gowne, as in a short axaour.<< . 

Such loHf^ slirevet , within my memory , wm 
worn by .children , and were called hanging'stee' 
ves ! a terra which is prvsetred in a line, I thinly 
of Dryden: ' 

y^ndnusB in hanguiff-slseves now thaket the dice.'* 

Side or syde in tho I\'px«h of England, and iii 
ftootiand> is used for long when applied to a gar- 
ment f and the wonl has the same sigpi&cation in 
the Ang'lo - Saxon and Danish. Stsetxvs. 

6ide - sleeves were certainty long • sleeyen > as 
will appear from the following instance , in Tttir 
herkeri'r Book of Hushtmdryt'* ,,Theyr cotes ht 
so syde that they be fayne- to tucke them up 
whau they ride* as women do theyr hyrteis whan 
they go to the BMTket»V etc. Beeb. 

^* 53>'l* >5- — -Lsgr^ D' ^ve;] This is itit 
name of an old dance tune which has occuned 
already iu The Two Gentlemen of Verontt, 1 
have lately recovered it from aa "ancient MSk aad 
it is as follows < 



i^pfef-^ 




T^ W 1 • 




•ABOUT NOTHING. 



sofl 




m^'^''\'^^ 




F. AZ* !• 19' ^o, — tken if your husband hare . 
«tabi9 .ei^ottght you'll see. he shall lack uo itarnsj]. 
A -quibble between harfis, Teposicories of coxi]« 
and iairiUf iha* old -word fox children, 

Joni7soi9V 

P* 53* V S5* S6* 9$Meigh ho for » husband^ or 

tii» irvilUiis maid's inrants xaade known/' is the 

title oC aiii. old b&lad in the Fepysian GoUectioiiy 

ia lliagdaleR College, Cambridge. MAiiOKx, 

P* 5S* i> 27. Tor *he letter that heginj them- 
all, £F.] This is a poor-j^t, somewhat obscM'ed» 
azid not worth th« trouble of elucidation,/ 

. Margaret ask^ 3eatrice for what she cxies, key 
ho; Be^txic^.- &iisw^9^, for an H«. that is for aa- 
cuhet or pain, Johnsoit. 

. P« 53 » l* «8- — «'* r<J« ^^ "o^ turned. Turk,'] 
i. e. taken captive by love, aiid turned a teuegado 
to^his religion. 'VVaabuaton . 

. This iuterpretatiou is somewhat far-fetched, yet» 
perhaps* it ii right. Jouvsqv. 

Hamlet usesi the same expression , and talks of 
h}s, fortunels turning Turk. '_To tHrn Turk, waa 
a common phrase foe » .chauge of condition or 
ojpfniQi;.. Steeve^s. ' 

^. 55» I. SO. What meau& the too\» tTow^\ '^^^a*^ 
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/ trowt or troiv you^ And eccun a|(aia Ia Tft< 
31. Try fP'ives of Windsor t ,,"\Vlio'^ there, irow?" 
To erowf is to iiJtaginc, to ^nneeiue. So, in JIo- 
77»<fo aMii Juliet, t lie Nurse say«: „*Twas no need* 
I trow, to 1>id me trudge." Steevxns. 

P. 54* i. 9« ,tCarduHS Benediftus, or blesMd 
thistle ( pays Cojjaii in his . Haven of Healthy 
^59*i) 90 \vorthiiy named for the singular virtues 
that it hath.** — „This herbc may worthily be 
oallod Beneilictus, or Oinnimorbiot that i.<, a salve 
for every sore, not knowca to physitiaiia of old 
time, but lately revealed by the sx>eciaU providence 
of Abnighty OoJ." Steevexs. 

P. 44 » !• »4- — " you have seme moral in this 
Benedicttis.'} That is, some secret meaiiiug, like 
the moral of a fable. Jojinson. 

P. 54, 1. fl6. — he eats hit meat-'nutkoui. 
grhdging:'] I do not see how tnis is a proof of 
IJeiicdicVa rhange of mind.. It vroiild afforii more 
proof of amorousness to say, he eats not his 
meat without «^ritd^iiig^; but it is impossible to 
lix ihe mcmiii* of proverbial expressions, perhaps, 
to eat meiit without grndginff, was the same, as, 
to d.) as oihun dot and tlie meaning is, he if 
content to Hue by eating tike ot/ier mortals^ and 
will ha content, notwithstcutding his boasts , like 
other mortals, to have a wifa, Joiinsok. 

Johnsun cuiisiders this passa^^e too literally. The 
meauiiii^ of it is> that Benedick is in lovef and 
lakes kindly to it. M. :.\Iason. 

The niciHiiio;, i think is, „and yet uoTr» in spite 
of his resolution to the contrary , he feeds or 
ioue, .ind likes his food.'* Mai^onf. 

F. SI, 1. 23. — you look n>itli -yowr eSjc 
ft/ter women do.'\ i. e. -yow ^vttcx. -^^wx 
^w^TiX the same object; yi:&. a Vvvvi'o^.u^* '5>'\i.^ 
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l^-'l. ig. — ' but, iu'faitli, honest, Af /Ae 
tffiv«tfit his hrows,"] This is a proverbial 
ion. STJtEVE>s, 

5a 1. BO — 89.. — / arn as honest .as 'any 
'rvingf that is an old manf and no honester 
«] There is ranch humoitr, and extreme 
euse Under the coverine of this blundering 
ion. It ifi a sly insiniiatiou^ that length of 
and the being much hachnied in the ways 
t, as Shakripeare expresses it, taKe off the 
>f virtue, and bring ranch- defilement of the 
rs* for, as a great -¥711 [Swift] say8» Youth 
season of virtue : corruptions growL with 
' and I believe the oldest rogue in Rng- 
s the greatest, "VVAnBURT^oy. 
h of this is true, bat I belieVe Shakspeare 
>t intend to bestow' all /4hn reflection on 
•alteir. Johkikon. ^ 

S^ 1. 2^ — jjaia^ras, ^^J 8o> in Ths 
^' of a 6hrew, t^t« TiiLk«r- says^ pocas }nU* ^ 
, i, e. fcwr-^ords.' A scrap of Spanishy^ 

might onco' have been current among the 
, and. hud appeared, as Mr., Henley observes, 
e Spanish UVagedy ; ,,Focas pallahriu, 
M the lambe.** Stebveks. 
5, 1. 26. 27. It pleases your Worship to 
, but we are the poor Duke" s officers ;\ 
trolic of pleasantry has already occurred in 
re for Pleasure , Act II. 'sc. i. wlu-re 

says: — ,,If it. please your Honour , I am. 
»r Duke's constable.** Stezvens. 
}, I. 11. '^^ it is a world to see.'^ i. «. it is 
rfnl to see. Steevens- v 

>, 1. 13, ^n two men ride of a Korxe > o-ne 
i^e ld//iftd:1 Tliis u uov ouv o^ \\Xvct, ox 
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jtnk heyond Jioneity , or decency* ■ J '//?<? »>/ io«- 
M0. 9x. Warburiou iixiuecessarily ^cads« illiberal. 

Johnson, 
This sense of the word liberal is not peculiar 
to Shahspeare* John Taylor , in his Suite toncern- 
ing Players t complains of the y»inany aspersions 
Tcry. liberally f unmannerly, and in^atefully 
be5towed upon him *' FAami&r. 

P. 6i» 1. 4> '~' itihat a Hero hadst thou heen^ 
I Atsk afraid here is intended a poor conceit upon 
the word Hero. JoHNaON. 

F. 6t» I. II. Conjecture is here used for suspi- 
cion. Malone. 
P. 6i, 1. 15. — gracious.'] i. e. lorcly, attractive. . 

'AlAiiO^-E. 
^ P. 639 first L The. story that is printed in- her 

blood?] That is, the story 

which her blushes discover to te true. Johnson. 

P. 6«, 1. 8« ChiH I for that at frugal naturttc 

fr ante f\ I'^r ante is con* 
triyance, order, disposition of thing<:. SxEsvCirs. 
It seems to me, that by frugal nature's frame, 
Leonato alludes to the particular formation of 
lumself, or of Hero's mother, rather than to the 
-iiitivexsal system of things. Frame means here 
framings as it does where Benedick says of Johu» 
that 

«>His spirits toil in frame of villains.'' 

M. Masow. 
The meaning, I think, is , -^ Orieved I at ua- 
tnre't being to frugal as to have framed for m'e 
only one child/ 'SAAJjOvt.* 

P. 63» L i6. But mine, and mine I lov'd^ and 

mine I '^laWd^.^ 
uind mine that 1 vr^ft -^^xow^ ^w\ — ^ 
The sense jPeqiUrcg that we &Uo\iYi3L x^i^^^* ^ *^^ 
^'01,, Jii, \\ 
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these tlircf places. The reasoning o£ the spetluT 
(ktandji thus — Had this been mr adapted ehildt 
her shn-me luould not have reooiinded on. Ttie. 
Jiut this child wits mine, a« 7nine I lov'd her, 
jjruised her, was proud of her* conseqneniljr, 
as 1 claimed the glory, I must needx bs jubjett 
to the shaiuRy etc. WAnaviiToif. 

Hvrii of this small alteration there is no need. 
The fpcOicT liners his emotion abiruptly. Biit 
Tnitte, and mine that. I lou*df etc. by an ellipsis 
frequent, perhaps too frequent, both in verse and 
prose. JoH>"soN. 

V. 63, I. 16. The tenour of my book; — ] i. e. 
of what I have read. Mai^onik. 

P. €3. L s6. Friar, Lady, what man. is he you 

are acciis'd of?] The ftiar 
had 'just -before boasted his great «ikiii in fishing 
4>iit the trutli. And« indeed, 4ic appears by this 
question (o be no fool. He was ^by, all the while 
at the accusation, and heard no name meudoiievl. 
"Why then should he ask her what man she was 
accused off But in this lay tiie siibtilty of his 
examination. For, had Hero been guilty, it is 
very probable that in that hurry and coufusioa 
of spirits, into which the terrible insult of her 
lover had thrown her, she would never have ob- 
served that the man's name was not mentioned; 
and so, on this question, have betrayed herself I 
naiuing tiie person she was conscious of an tfli 
with. The Friar observed this, and «o concLwdc 
that were siic guilty, she would probably f 
into the trap he laid for her. — I only %tikr 
tice oi this to «how how ai^taltably w^l' 
fpeare knew how to «u»vai3Lt;i. Vua Oa.4!tK^v^t.\ 
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p. 64 9 \ ?- Hem is u«ed by oiir author for 
Me utmost dt'grec of any passion* or ueutai qiia- 
my. In tlus play V^foxct JBeiiediclt says of Bea- 
trice » /ter ajfectioti has Us full bent. JThe ea;- 
pressioii is derived from archery; the bow has its 
bent 9"Vi)xen it is drawn as far «£ it can be. 

J0HN6OK. 

P. 64t 1* 26. •— oitentcuion i\ Showi appearance. 

J0HKSO77. 

P. 65, 1. 7. — we Tack the value ;1 i. c. .we 
exaggerate the vahie. The aiiusiou is to rack' 
rents, StskvisIWs. 

P» 65 > 1, 11. --* died upoa ^'x words , ] i. e. 
died by thean. 8t£Evs:ks. 

P. 65 » 1. 20, (Ifj'^bVer lore had interest in his 

liver,) 2 *^^^ liver, in cou« 
formity to ancient supposition, is frequently men- 
tioned by Shah^peare as the seat of love. Thus 
l*istol represents FaUtaff as loving MiJ- Ford —- 
y>Yipith liver burning hot.** Stxlevkks. 

P. t55f 1. 34. — m/ inwardness — ] i. e. inti- 
macy. Steeve^s. 

P. 66f 1. 3. 4. Beiti^ that I flow in grief, 

The smallest twine may lead me.l^ 
This is one of otir author's observations upon 
life, Mett overpowered with distress « eagerly 
listen to the first offers o( relief, dose with every 
theme, and believe eVery promise. He that has 
no longer any confidence iu himself, is glad to 
repose his tri^st in any othpr that wi4 undertake 
. (o guide him. JojXNsoxr. 

P. 66f 1. ta. and fol. The poet, in my apiuion, 
baa showii a great deal of distress in this scene. . 
Beatrice here engages her lov« Vo xcv«v\^^ C»aftSsv 
>iiry doiie her cousin -Hero •. ^\.^ -^ v\\iqav\ >J?^ 
very xiamril iiicitCiiLt, COiui^esuM^ N.Vi» cVvt^^v«5. ^ 



2l» 



JVOTES TO MUCH ADO 



IScatricf y. and that the story of her. punion for 
Benedick was all a fable, she could never hare 
been c^iLy or niturally liroiis^ht to confess she 
loved him, notwithfctandiug ail the foregoing pre- 
parition. And yet, on tiiis confes.^ion, in thii 
very place , depended the wholp (tuccess of the 
plot upon her and Benedict • For had she not 
owned her love here* they must have soou found 
out the itLcX> and then the design of bringiag 
them together had been defeated; and she would 
never have owned a passion she had been only 
triched into, had iioi her dcsiire of revenging her 
cousin's wrong mide her drcyp her capricious ha- 
jDour at once. Warburton. 

r. 67, 1. »6. I am gone, thougJi I am here; — ) 
i. e. I <*m out of your mind already, though I 
remain here In person before yon. Stbevzns. 

I cannot approve of Sieevens** cxplanaiioa of 
these words* and believe Beatrice means to say^ 
„I am gone,** that is, „I am lost to you, though 
1 am n<Te.** In this ^eu^c Ueiiedick takes them^ 
and dc6iret« to be fritnds wijh her. M. Masoit. 

Or, perhaps, my afTectiou is withdrawn iFroin 
you, thoiigh I am yet here. Malons. 

p. 67 , 1. 28* '— ^^^f her ill ha /d — J L e. 

delude her by fair pxomises. Steeveks. 

P. 68 » !• 4' County was the ancient general 
term for a nobleman,- See a note on the County 
Paris in Jlomeo and Juliet, Strevens. 

P. 68» 1. 5^ — « goodly count ' conflict ;] i. f 
a specious nobleman made out of siigar, 

St»»- 
P. 68 » L 8« "" ^^^° courlcucs,"^ y, ^. vv- 
mouioiis obeisance, Vike Ocie councties ^« 
Women. S'PEEVEi^s. 
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-.•P. 68ff 1* 9* lo. — and men are only turned 
ptio tongue 9 and trim ones too :J Mr. Heath 
would read tongues, but he mistjjces the con- 
•truction of the senteuce, which is -^ not only 
"teea but trim ones » are turned into toiigue^ i.'e. 
not only common, but ^iever mcii, etc. 

F. 68t 1* .S8>' ^he persons, throughout this scene* 
have been strangely coufoiindcd in the modern 
editions. The Hist error has been the introduction 
of a Tojtvn' Clerk, Yfh.o U, indeed* mentioned in 
the gtai^e • direction y prefixed to this scene in the 
old editions » {Enter the Constables , Borachio, 
atid the Tow ne • Gierke , . in Gownes,) but no 
where else; nor is there a single speech ascribed 
to him in those editions. The part> which he 
might reasonably have been expected to take upon 
this occasion, it performed by the Sexton; who 
assists at, or rather directs^ the examinations ; sets • 
them dow^u in writing* and reporti* them to Leo- 
nato. It is probable » therefore, I lUinh* that the 
Sexton has been. styled the Town- Clerks in the • 
stage •direction above -mentioned, from his doing 
the duty of »uch an othccr. But the editors, 
having brought both Sexton and Town • Clerk 
upon the stage, were unwilling, as it seems, that 
the latter should be a mute personage; and there- 
fore they have put into hi:* mouth ahn.ost ait 
the absurdities which the poet ctnainly intended 
for his ignorant constable. To rectify this con- 
fusion, little more is necessary than to go back 
to the old editions ^ remembering thai the names 
of Kjmpe antl Cowley, two celebrated actors of 
the time, are pot in this ^ceue* €s:^t v\:i^^ x^vav^^t ^1 
the perfous represeuted. vui. Kemp^ ^ox "Do^^mrrfk 
uid Cowicy for Verges* •X'*»wilvx:t • 
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hick one in his wits cpuld not but b^ efii{»pe* 
>ed to maKe, he infers a cojnmuuion of coiuic'e*^ 
•nd xecpids it in the examiuatiou as an, ev|den<^ 
. of their guilt. Sir J. Uawkii^s. 

If the learned aiiuotator -will amend hi$x com* 
jnent by omitting^ the word gfiiUt ,aud inserting 
the .-word innocence, it wi^ (except as tp (he 
supposed inference of a commuuication. jof coiut* 
seUy which shojiild lil^ewise be omitted or cor- 
rected) be a just and periiueuti remark. Bitsoiv. 

P. 70, last but one 1. Verg^ X-et them be in 
baud-] Ihad con jectured . that these word|i fhoald 
Ije given to Verges, and read thus — JLcJ: t?ifiT» 
.hind their bauds. I am stiU of opiniou that the 
passage belongs to Verges; but» for the trne . 
reading of it, I « should wish to adopt a.^iuch 
neater emendation, which has since been suggested 
to me in conTcrsation by Mr. Stcevens — Let 
ihem he in hand, Shakspeare , . as he observed |o 
mc, commouly nses hc^^d,£oT hond. Tyrwhztt* 

It is plain that they were hound ixom a. subse- 
quent Speech of Tedip: ,»Whom have you ofiend- 
•d» masters » that you are thus bound to j^ur 
answer ?" Stehvens, 

Mr. Theobald gives these words to Conradc, 
and says — But why the Sexton should he so 
}f€r^ upon his brother officers^ there seeifis no 
reason from any superior \SfuaJifications in him ; 
or any .suspicion he shows of knowing their 
ignorance. This i» strange. The Sextail throngh- 
-out shows as good sense in their examivatiooi as 
«i»y judge upon the bench could do* And as to 
his suspicion, .of their ignoranee-, he ttUt the . 
Town'^€;«rk4 ThfU he goes n«t 4:{ie tna'^ lo 
^xarnftse, Th^ meanne%» .o£ ^W 'WKm%^vcJ^\^^<iiVKx 
fditot iiom teeing iht g^odsu %» ^ "W^ ^«fi&<^« ^^^ 
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/. Theobald — • 

,,Aiid sorrow wage," etc. 
iir Tbo. Haiimer and Dr. "VVarbiiytOli — 

„Aiid sorrow waive,** ctc^ 
Mr. Tyrwhitt — ' 

,,Aitd sorrow gi^gge,**. etc. 
Mr. Heath and Mr T. Warton — • 
N . ,,And sorrowing cry h^m," etc, 
I haA inadvertenLly offered — 

„And, jorrjr wag ! •♦ etc.- » 

Mr. Rit8on — » 

y^And sorrow waggery,** etc. 
Mr. Malonc — 

„/«, soirow wag," etc. 

Bnt I ^m persuaded that Dr. Johnson's esiplana- 

tion as well as arrangement -of the original words, 

is apposite and jtist: ,,I cannot (says he} bnc 

thiJLk the trae meaning nearer than it is imagined. 

^,1/ such a one will jmile, and stroke *hit 

beard, 
f,jindf sorrow , wag! cry i hem, when he 

jf/iould groan, etq. 
Thai 18, ,ilf he will smile, aj'd cry sorrow he 
gone ! and hem instead . of groaning." The order 
in which and and cry are placed, is harsh, and 
this harthness made the sense mistahen. Range 
the words in the common order, and my rcadiiij^ 
will be free from all difiicnitys , 

Jf such a one wiil smile » and stroke his 

heardt 
Cry, sorrow, wag! and hem when he should^ 

groan - *• 
Thiu far Dr. Johnson; and in my opinion he 
has left succeeding criiichs noiUiue^ vo d<i t^-^^^^v. 
jjig the pjissa^e bcfotc \i«. . Ltt. tjve% \i.<i^«s«t^> 
cidim the hoaom of sup^oiuw^ \ai o'S^ssi.ovi.* 
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To cry — Care away! was once an expretsion 
f triumph. So, in jieolastus, a comedy^ 1540: 
,— I may now say. Care awayef** 

Again, as Dr. Farmer observes to me, iu George 
yithers*6 FhUaretes i69s: . 

j.^Vhy should we grieve or pine at that? 
ttHang jorrowf care will kill a cat." 

Sorrow go hy ! is also (as I am assured) t 
ommon cxlamarion of hifariry even at this time, 
1 Scotland, Sorrow wag! might have been just 
iich another. The' verb, to Vfag, is several times 
Lsed by our author in the sense of to ^o, or I ji 
ack ojf. 

The Prince , ia the First Part of King Henry 
V. Act II. sc. iv. says — ,,They cry hem ! and 
id you play it off.** And Mr. M. Mason obser- 
es that this expre«oion also occtirs in Aj you 
Ahe it, where I\os3Und says — „Thc8e burs are 
1 my' heart j *« and Cclia replies — ,,Hent them 
way." The foregoing examples sutHciently prove 
he exclamation hens, to have been of a comic 
am, Stievzi**, 

P. 73, 1. 15. 16. — make misforlune drukk 
fTith candle ' wasters ;'\ This may mean, 
Ithcr wash aw^ay Ids sorrow^ among those who 
.t up all night to drink, and in that sense may 
e styled wasters of candles; or" overpower his 
lisfonuncs by swallowing /lap -dragons in hi» 
Lass, Which kre described by Faisioff as made of 
%ndle*j ends, Stjeevens. 

This is a very diilicuLt passage, and hxih not, 
think, been saiisfactorily cleared np. The expJ' 
>/io22 I shall offer, will givej I believe, a V 
'Jsf.ictioii; but 1 will» VioYf^v^x » vtutw 
ftdle-ivtuters is a letm o^ couvtTsx-^x. iw 
' thus Joason, in CyiilHia:* li«^e^*» ^ 
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f^, lit .'„— • spoiled hy a 'whorcfon bookoworm» a 
4andla- waiter,** Thfe sense then, >vhich I would 
asfign to ShalcspeaTe, is this ; ,,!( such a one will 
patcli' grief 'with proverbs, — casa or covar tlit 
wounds of his grief with f>roverbial sayings; — 
mahe mpfortiiiie drunk "vriih candle -wasters , -^ 
' Jiupify misfortune , or r^ender himself intensihls 
• Vo the strokes of it, hy the conversation or lucu' 
hrtations of scholars ;■ the production of the lamp^ 
hui not fitted to. human nature.** Patch, in tb« 
sen«e' of mending a defect or breach , occnrs in 
Mamlet, Act V. so. i: 

,jO» that that earth, which kept the world in 

awe, 
y,ShOiild pdlc/i a wall, to expel the w^inter'g 

ilaw," "VVHAliiET. 

P. 72| 1. 60. My griefs cry louder than adver- 
tisement.'] That is, than 
mdmonition,^ than moral instruction, Johi«so!i«. 

P. 75, first 1. However they have writ the styt^ 

of gods , ] This alludes 
to the extravagant titles the Stoics gave • their 
^se laen. Sapiens ille cum Diis, ex parr, VTvit» 
Sencc. Ep. 59. ,Tupiter quo antecedit'vlritm 
konumf ' diutins' bonus est. Sapiens -Hihilo 'te 
•mintfris aestintat, »- Deiis non vincit sapicntein 
felicitate. Ep, 73. WAJiBuitTON. 

Shnkspeare night have used this Expression, 
without any acquaintance with the hyperboles of 
stoicism^ By the style of gods, he meant an 
exalted language ; such as tvc may suppose wrould 
be -written by beings superior to human calamities, 
and therefore regaTdiug th^si H9\v\i w<t5^^^^ vc^iS. 
coldaesi, Stzxvkvs, 
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"F, V4) !• 50. Foining it a term in fencing t and * 
MltxtiB thrusting. Doves. 

' p.-" 75, 1. 7. Sctimbling, i. e. scrambling, ITie 
^FTord is more than ouce used by Shakspearcf. A 
scAmbler in its literal sense, is one who goes 
ahont among his hiends to get a dinner > by the 
Irish called a' cosherer, Steevevs. 

^- 75> i» 9* — /AottJ outward liideoitsnessj i. «. 
iFrhat in King Henry V. Act III. sc. vi. is 
called — 

,, — - a horrid suit of the camp.*' STkny^lts, 

V. 75, 1. 16. Gentlemen both> we -will not 

wake your patience.] This 
conveys a sentence that the speaker would by no 
means hare implied* — That the patience of the 
two old men was not exercised* but asleep, which 
upbraids them for insensibility under their wrong. 
Shalcspeare must h<tve wrote: 

— - we will not wrack — 
i. e. destroy your patience by tantalizing you. 

■WAiiJBriiTOfr. 

This emendation is very specious , -and perhaps 
)8 right; yet the present reading may admit a cou' 
griiotis meaning with less difficulty than many 
other of Shaks^praxe** expressions* 

The old men have been both very angry and 
ouirageotis ; the Trincc tells them that he and 
Claudio will not wake their patience; will not 
any longer force them to endure the pre.<eiice of 
those %vliomy tlioii^h they Jock on them as ene- 
mies, they cannot resist. Johnson. 

JVake, I believe, is the oriiriiial wordi The 
ferocity ef wild beasts is overcome by not sufficr- 
ing them to sleep, if^e will not wake your'^poi- 
tience, ■ rhrr^Forc means , Tie Y^vVL ^vt^^i.-^ "»»:% 
^iTthtt pro Fo cation. UEVliVt. 
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y. 75, 1. 17. — - I will bid thee draw, as we do 
ih« jninstrels 'ill Ail ailusion perhaps to the itine* 
xaut jword ' dancers. In what low estinution 
tn'mttr^ls NVtTc held iu the xeigu of Elizabeth, 
may be seen from Stat. £liz. 39. C, iv. and the 
term w^s probably used to denote auy sort of 
vagabonds who amused the people at paTticiilaz 
•eason». Dorcs. ' 

F. 76 » 1. SI. JVJiat though care kilVd a cat^ 
Proverbial .cscprcssioo. See Hay's Prouerbt. 

Douce. 

F. 7S9 1* S8> *" Ms last was broke ^rox/.] 
An allusion to tilting, Waubvrton, 

F. 76, 1. 31. 2/ he be t he knouu how to turn 
his girdle.^ "We have a proverbial speech. If he 
be angry, let him turn the buckle of his girdle* 
But I do not know its orijgfLual or meauing. 

Joairsoir. 

A correspondi'ng expression is to this day u^ed 
in Ireland — . If he be angry j let him tie up 
hit brogues, Nciilier proverb, I believe, had any 
other meaning than this: If he is iu a bad 
humour , let him employ himself till he i« in a 
better. Stkevenp. 

Large belts were worn with the huchie before^ 
but for wrestling the buckle was turned bchindt 
to give the adversary a fairer grasp at the girdle. 
To turn the buckle behind, therefore^ wat a 
challenge. Holt Wjiitk. 

F. 77, Hrst 1. Do lae right^ This phrase occuis 
iu Justice Silence's song in King Henry IV, F." 
II. Act V. Kc. iii. and was the usual form of 
challenge to pledge a bnmper toast Ia a bumpeSi 

P. 77, 1. gl — \vc "VvaxJft. "bid, \, *. vQsoaut^ ^i^ 
ill Titus ^/A«Zrouicu*% A.<i^» "^^ >^- "^^ ^ 
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. ,il am not bid to wait upon this bride." — ^ 

JVSED. 

« 

p. 77, 1. 11. A woodcock, being supposed to 
have no brains, was a. proverbial term for a 
foolish fellow. JMaloive. 

A woodcock, nieaus one canght in a springe} 
alluding to the plot against Benedicli. Dorcs. 

P. 77, 1. 19. — a wis^ gentltman s etc.] This 
jest depending on the colloquial u^e of words' is . 
now obscure'; perhaps we should read — a 
tvue gentleman , or a man wise enough to he a 
coward. Perhaps wise genileman was in that 
age used ironically ».. and always stood for ^iUy 
Jeliow. ' JoKiasoiv. 

We still ludiqrously call a man deficient In 
tindcrstandiug — « a wise » acre. St££V£Ns. 

P. 78 » 1* 13' — 20. What a pretty thing 
man is, w/ten he goes in his doublet and hose^ 
and leaves off hit wit ! ] It was e!«teemcd a mark 
of levity and want of becoming gravity » at that 
time» to go in the doublet and hose, and leave 
off the. cloak, to which (his well-turned expres' 
sion alludes. The thought is, that love makes a / 
man -as ridicule tis , and exposes him as naked as 
heing in the doublet and hose without a cloaK. 

■\VAaBUHTON. 

I doubt much concerniuj^ this interpretation, yet 
am by no means conddciit that my own is ri|^t^ 
I believe, however, these words refer to wnat 
9oii Pedro had snid just l^efore — „And hath 
challenged thce<" — and that the meaning is, 
W^t a pretty thing a ma;i it, when he is silly 
enough to throw o£ his cloah^ aiul go in his 
doublet and hose fight for a woraaM< — 1 >l\^ 
aware tbet there was a particuiai s.\)cc\e% o^ vvs>^«i 
coinbMi called liapier and cloak i \i\kX. V >'a^^x»"5»"t» 
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iievenhelcss> that when tho small eword caaii 
coiumoa u>c, the cloak was generally laid 
in ducltiy as tending to embarrass the comb: 

• Ma: 
Perhaps the whole mbaning of the pasta 
this: -^ What an inconsistent fool is man, 
he <ov<rf hi? body with clothes, and at the 
time divests himself of his understanding ? 

ST£X 

P. 78, 1. 25. But, soft you, let ia"} If I 
is the ' true reading, it must laeau, let t 
remain as they are- I have heard the | 
used by Dr. Johnson himself. Mr. Henley < 
res, that the same expression occur* iu St, 1 
xxvii. 49. Stkevkks. 

P. 78, 1. a5« 36- — pluck up, my heart p 
he sad!.'\ i. e. rouse thyself, my heart, ai 
prepared for serious consequences ! Stjeevem 

P. 78» 1. 88 • 29. — if ju>iice cannot tame 
she shall ne'er weigh more reasoits in hj-r bait 
A quibble between reasons aiid raisons, 

P. 79, 1. i4» — tltere*j one meanii^ 
suited,"] That is, one meaning is put into 7 
different dresses; the Prince having asked 
same question in four modes of speech. 

JOHl 

^. 79, 1. 26. licensed is, incited me. 
word is used in the same seuse in lUchard 
and Henry Vill. IVL Mason. ' 

P. 8^> ^* 8* Impose me to what pcnaacep 
i. e. comittand me to undergo whatever peq 
eJc. A task or e;ccrcisc prescribed by way o' 
niahmeut for a fault comiaviw^L ?ii vVv« CJuiir^ 
is yei called (as IMt. Stcevev^s- V^^ o\>wct 
former note} aa imyiKUio'*- "Max.ots-b.^ 
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P. 31 r <^' 17"' To possess f in ancient iangna.ge, 
iignifies » t<K inform, to make acc[UaiiLted witb.. 

* Staevens. 
P. $1* 1. 26, And ihs alone is, heir to both of 
us;} Shakspeare seems to have f^rgpt what he 
had made Leonato 837* 'in the fifth scene of th£ 
Ilrst Act to Autonioy ,iHow now» brother; where 
is xny cousin your son? hath he provided the 
jnusick ? •* AKONYMOt^s. 

P. 8*>'1«** "~ ■*^** pack'd in, all this wrong,] i. 
e. combined; an accomplice. Malone. 

P. 82t L 15—15. ytnd also, the watch heard 
them talk of one Deform^ed; they say, he wears 
a kej in his ear, and a lock hanging by i*;] 
There could not be a pleasautcr ridicule on the 
fashion^ than the constable's descant on his own 
blunder. They heard the conspirators sitirize the 
fashions whom they took to be a man surnamed 
Deformed. This the constable applies with exqui- 
site humpUT^ to the courtiers « Li a description of 
one of the most f.iutasticai fashions of that timet 
the meil's wearing rin^s in their ears, and iudul^* 
ing a fxvorJte lock of hair which was brought- 
befoMy and tiod with ribbons , and called a love' 
loek. Against this fashion William Prynne wrote 
his treatise , called , The Unlovelyness of Love* « 
Locks, Wahburton. 

I>T. WaxbuTton, I believe, has here (as he fre- 
quently does) re fined a little too much. There is 
uo allasion, I conceive, to the fashion of wearing 
rings iik' the ears (a fashion which our author 
himself followed). The pleasantry seems to con- 
sist in Dogberry's supposing tliat the lock which 
DsTOA]tf£B wore, must have a "Wt^ xxx ^x.. 1»IV.»a»^^^v 

P. SB, U 15. — and borrou>s mon«t xyv ^q^«^ 
najjiei'i i* «• is a common \>q^^»x» '^'^^ ^^nn^s-'^* 
Vol, III. ^^^ 
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-with too much UVity^ to iht 17th Terse of the 
xixt b chapter of J^r9verht i „He .ihH gireth to 
the poor, leudeth unto the Lord,** STXBVEiis. 

P. 3a, 1. 26. God save the fowtdaJtiont*\ Such 
was the customary phraisc employed by those who 
rccclTed aiijis at the %ta.e% of religious houses. 
Dogberry* however, in the ptesent instance^ might 
have designed to say — ,,God save ihe founder I 

Stesvens. 

F< 83 > 1* 10. Lewd, in this, and several other 
instances, has not its common meaiiing^ but merely 
eignilies -— idle, Ste£v£Ns. ' 

F- 8S» 1* 33* s4* To have no man CQine ever 
jneP why, shall I always keep Below stairs P I 
•uppose, every reader will £uid the meaning. 

JoUNSQKt 

Lest he should not, the following apposite in- 
stance from Marston's Insatiatc^ Countess t 161$: 
i» 9it his service: 

tiAlas ! when wc are once o'the^falliqg hand, 

. 9>A man may easily come over us.*' CoiA^iVi. 

IMr, Theobald, to procure aa obvious tense, 
would read -* ahove stairs.; But there is 
danger in any attempt to reform a jolie two hun- 
dred years old. 

The sense, however, for which Mr. Theobald 
contends, may be restored by supposing the iot% 
of a word; and that our author wrote — - ,,Whyi 
shall I always keep men below stairs? i. e'. nevcf 
suffer them to come up iuto my bed-chambei^ fmt 
the purposes of love. Stssveks. 

F. 85f 1. 3^* I suppose that to give the hmak^ 
iers is « to yield , ox to la^ hy all thau^hif rf 
defence ,' so clyyexan. abjicerft. Tt\kft ^w«x ^^mrx^ 
Mo conuuent-. ]ou'm»ov. 
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. . That rUs dbovg,'\ This wat tllb 

beginning' of an old sojig* by "V\\ £. (WllLiam 
JB(4eT(oyi )^ a pnritauicaX- pavodj of which, by one 
"W. Birch,' under the title .of Thm complaita of 
!•■ Sinner, etc» Irnprif\ted at- Lohdan, by JLlexun' 
der Lacy for Richard Apptow, is-. iciU extant. 
The words in this moralised copy arc as follows: 
.ftThe god of love, that sits ahovep 
„Doth know ju, doth kn%w us, 
. ,^ow sinful that, we he***^ Bit&ok. 

In IBcuchus* Bo untie, cto. 4to. bl. 1. z.595t is a 
Bons begiiiuing — 

,^ • y»The Gods .o^ love. . 
- ^Which raigue above." STEEVEjirs. 

F. 84 1 1. 23. -T- in festival terT/n."] i. e. in 
splendid phrascolo^yt such as diffcTs from common 
language, as holidays from /common days. 

STE^nwis* 

F* S59,l* 8* Ciaudio undergoes my challenge;] 
i, e. is subject to it. Steevens. 

F. QSt 1> 89* 30. An old, an otl instance, Bea* 
trice, that lived in the time of good neighbours i] 
i. e. when men were not envioits, but every oi|e 
gave anetheT his due. The reply ii extremely 
humourous. ^VARBURTOlr. 

F*. 85» la«t 1. Question? — Why, an hour in 
clam0ur, and a cfuttrter in rheum:"] i. e. /What 
a question's theVf^ or what a foolish question do 
y^u «sl(?'Bat the Oxford editojr, not understand' 
ing this phrase, contracted into a single word^ (of 
which we have many instances in English). ha« 
fairly strucfc it out. 'Wahbitrtok. ' 

The phrase occurs fkeqivenxV^ \n. SVaA^x^^vi^^ 
end sjaeMtm no ikor^ than. •*- you. cwk a <\u.MtV^n.% 
or 4<W. // /he .qM€stian, AxT«OSi« 



To d^ to death is merely an aid tru 

the French phrase — J aire jnourtr, S' 

T, S7» 1* 5* G^uordon is -rewardy -Texrv 

F. 87, 1. 19. linighl, in its origiual sij 
'jneaiis foilou/er, , or pupil, ^4 ^i^ this 
he feminine. Helena, in All's jvell 
well, liset knight in the samp signiAcat 

' Virgin knight is vkg^n hero. In th< 
xhiralry,' « vitgin knight was one w 
yet atchieyed aio adventure. liero had 
chieved no matvimoniai one. It may 
that a virgin knight wore no devic 
shield f having no right to any till he 
sved it. Stxkvevs. 
. I do not helieve that any allnsion 
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' peand In the accoiurements of a knight', and 
'from that ciTCitmstancc was so denominated;. . 

P' 87» I» ^9' ^'^^ death he uUereii,y 1 do not 

profess to understand this line, which to me 

appears 1;>oih defecti\ce in sense and metre. I sup*> 

. pose two words have been omitted ,- which pcs- 

baps were — 

Till songs of death he uttered^ etc. Stex^vens. 
^» 88 » A* *• And, Hymen, 'now with, laickicr 

i«sue s-peed^St^ The' old 
cop7 has — speeds, Stiievens:. 

Claudio could not 1uiow» without being a 
^^prophet y that this new proposed match should 
have any lucl«ier event' than that designed^ with 
Hero* Certainly* therefore, this should be a wifth 
in Claudio* and, to this end, the poet might have 
wrote* speed'j ; i. e. speed us : and. so> it becomes' 
a prayer to Hymen. Thiiii>sx. 
, P. 89, 1. 28. — he thinks upon the savage 

hiilt:'] Still alluding^ to the 
passage quoted in a former scene from. IVyd's 
Hiercnymo, Steevei^s. 

P. 90, 1. 7. -<^«*» This same is she,, etc.]* This 
speech is in the old copied given to Jjeonato. Mr. 
Theobald fir«t assigned it to the right owner*. 
I.eonato has in a former part of this scene told- 
Antonio* ^r* that he „mmt be father to his 
brother's daughter., and give her to young Claur 
dio.**- Malove. 

P. 91. 1. lb. Beat. I would not deny youi. — 
etc.] Mr. Theobald says, is net this moek-rea^on' 
ing.P ijhe would not deny, him, hut that- she- 
yields upon great persuasion^ In c/iaii|;liv^ th.«. ' 
neg<ttivei I make no doubt hut I have TctrveMeA. 
^/i^ poeiU humours, aad^ aQ"c\iaa^^% uAt Saaxo ^•j*^ •. 
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£nt i^ nbt this a. 7mb€k - triiie f -who -doolA ntt 
sec that the plain obvious sense of the common 
xeadiiig was this , I cannot find in my hMTt to 
ijueiiy yoii, but for all that I yield , rafter having 
«tood out gveat pcrsuasiont to submission. He 
■had said — > / take thee f&r pity , she replies — / 
•would not deny thee, i* e* I take thee for pity 
too : but as I live » I am -won to tlds' compliance 
hj impOTtnuity of friends. Mr. Theobald , by 
altering not to yet, makes it snpposed that Atf . had 
been importunate, ajid that jhe had often denied* 
"which -was not the case. TVaiIbvrtow. 
• P. 91 , 1. 50, — I will stop your mouth, — ] 
This mode of speech » preparatory to a salute ,' is 
familiar to our poet in common with other stage- 
writers. Th&obald. 

F. 92 , 1. 94 — in thai — i. e. because. 80| 
•Hooker: ^Things are preached not in that the^ 
are taughtt but in that they are published.** 

Stee-tmcs. 
F. 9s » I. as. -— no staff more reverend than 
^ne tipp'd with horn:] ''This passage may admit 
of some explanation that I am unable to furnish. 
By accident I lost several instanced i had collect- 
ed for the purpose of throwing light Oii it. The 
following » however, niay assiit'the futiikif com- 
Vientator. 

MS. Sloan» 1691. 

»|TaAT A TEZiLOK MAT WAGE BATTAHfX » WITH 
THE OBDEA TH£&£Or. 

,,i.« by order of the lawe both the parties Mmst ^ 
at their pwuc c\\aTge \>^ ^xtas^ '^\^^el«w\fe mtt^ f®* 
or long aTmouie, a^vA. t>tt*vfce V^^«k.^% >a«^^ wAl^wmp 
Jwiidcd and \»atc.ioo«^. ^^'^^^ ^t«. ^ '«-■ 
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duvin^ '«. hoiton horned at ech ende* of ode 
4engtli»<' etCt 

Again, in Stowe's Chromclep ediu 2615, p. ^^-t 
99— hi« baston a staff e of au ciie ion^, mads 
taper-wi^e, xipt with hamcp etc. was borue after 
Jbdm.*' . Stssvbns. 

• Again 9 BrUton, Pleas of iJu Crown % c. X)cviik 
^« &8* mNcxi let them go to combat armed without, 
iron and without liiinea armour, their heads nn- 
covered and theii hands, naked, and on foot, wfch, 
iwo bostons tipped with horn of equal length* 
and «ach of them a target . of four cottiers, 
without anjl other armour, whereby any of them 
may annoy the other ; and if. either of tiiom have 
any other weapon concealed about him, and tliere* 
•with annoy his adversary, let it be done «• 
shall be mentioned among combats in a plea of 
laud*'* Re£D, 

• Mr.- Steevens's explanatiaDn is undoubtedly the 
true one. The allusion is certainly to the ancicitt 
trial by wager ef battel^ '^dn suits both criminal 
and civil. The quotation above ^iven recites the 
form in the former , ca»e ,• >■« viz» .an appeal of ' 
felony. The practice was nearly similar iiL civii 
tsasesv 'Upon issue joined in a writ; of -right. Of 
the last trial of . this hind in England , ' ( w^icb 
was in tlie thirteenth year of (^itefn Elieabeth,) 
our author might have jread a pakrticnlar account 
in Stovi'c's Annaies. Henry Nailor, master of de- 
fence, was champion for the demanuauts, Simpa 
Low and John Kyme; and <>eorge T«hoTue for the 
tenant, (or defendant;) Thomas Faramoure. Thr 
dombat was appointed to be fought in TJithiU- 
iields, and the Judges •f the Gommoo Pleas and 
Serjeants at law attended. . But • a. «om^w%mv%* 

n^s ^entered into j^etweea tha ^aaciieft , A\r «4Maawi 
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before the appointed dajp and they only "wnt i 
through the form* » for the great ^ecvxity of ikt 
tenant. Ainoug other oeremouics Sto-we mentioiu, 
that ifthe gatmtlct that was cast do-wn by George 
Thome was borne before the »&jd. Nailer, ii^bis 
passage through London , upon a s\Vord'f point, 
and his bastou (a staff of an ell Ion;,- made 
taper --wise, tipt with Itcrnt^ with his ahield of 
hard leather, was borne after him,*' et&. See also 
Minsll^eu's Diet. 1017, in ^v. Combat; from which 
it appears that Kaylor on this occafiion w^as intro* 
duccd to the Judges, with „ihree solemn eongees^*^ 
by a very reverend person, „Sir J#ronie Bowes, 
ambassador from Queen Elizabeth into Bnssik, 
who carried a red boston of an ell long, iipp^fd 
with home,** — • In a very ancient law -booh en* 
titled BriUon, the manner in which the comba- 
tants are to be armed is panictilarly- mentioned. 
The quotation from the Sloanian MS* is a tran- 
slation from thence. By a ridiculous mistake the 
iT^ords, ,,sauu8 loge arme,** are rendered in the 
modern translation of that booh, printed a few 
years ago, ,, without linnen armour;** and ,ia 
mains nucs et pics*' (bare* handed and xbarc'footed] 
is translated, „and their hands ual.ed, and on /At:** 

Malo^^e. 
This play may be jiistly said to contain two of 
the most ftprightly characters that Shahspeare erer 
drew The wit, the humourist, the gcntlemao, 
and the soldier, are combined in Benedick. It is to 
be lamenied, indeed, that ihe first and most splendid 
oT these distinctions « is disgraced by unnecessary 
prophaneness ; for the goodness of his heart 'h 
hardly snificient to atone for the licence of ' 
tongue. J he too saica&uc \t\'Vv^ , » "^A^C 
out in th« coiiyeisiiUoTL oi l^^^^vns.^^ 
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itcnscd on account of th« steadinnt and friend- 
iflii^i so apparent in her ' Wh^viour , When she 

r-vnrget licr iovcr to risque his ^lifc by a challeiige 
to Ciandio^. In the conduct of the fable', how- 
.«v«r» there 'is an imperfection similar to that which 
I>r. Johnson has pointed out in The IVLcrry JVi- 
t/rf «/ Windior t -^ the second contrirance is 

, less- in^eiiious than the Hrst : — or, to speah more 
plainly^ th» save incidetit is become stale by repe- 
tition. I -wish iome other method had been found 
to entrap- Beatrice* than that Tcry One which 
before had been successfully practised on Benediclt. 
Muck ado about Nothing'f (as I understand 
from one of Mr. Venue's MSS, ) formerly pasted 
imder the title of Benrdick and Brairrx. * Ilemlug 
the player received, on the soth of May^ t(>t$f 
the sum of forty pounds, and twenty pounds 
more as his JVlajcsty's gratuity, for exhibiting 'six 
plays at Hampton - Court , among which Was this 
comedy* STrsvEWs, 



NOTES TO THE 
MIDSUMMER -NIGHT'S DREAM. 

• 

]M[ii>svMMXA • NrcH^'s DrzamJ] This play was 
entered at Stationers' Hall, Oct. Q. 1600, by Tho"- 
mat' FifchcT, JX is ipiobabV^ t\iax vVt Vww Vjw. Sx 
ITM rrcexrcd from CVu.uotx'& Kixi^hx^i Tiolci 
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There it an old bLicfc letter pamphlet by W. ge 
iettie» called Titana and Theseut, entered at u.t 
tationers* UalL, in -1603; but Sbaktpcare has j) 
iheu no hints from it. Titania u also the name 
f the <^uecu pf the Fairies in Decker's Wkort q/ - to 
tabyloth 1607. ■ STKRVKNg, [ ^^, 

The Midsummer - JS'ig?u*s Dreeum I suppose. to l.jiaj 
ave been %yrittcn in 1592. See ^m attempt to \ I'o 
jeertain the order of Shakipeare's Flays, 

JVLiXiOKX. 

Pa|^e 9S. The enumeration of persoiu was first 7] 
ladc by IVtr. Uoir\'e. Stsevsns. x^ 

Page 94i line 10. Long withering out a young 

man*! revenue, ^ The autheu- 
city of this reading having been qtiestioned by s 
r. Warburton , 1 i^hall exemplify it from Chap- £ 

an's TransUiion of the 4th Book of Homer t 
,y — there the goodly plaut lies luithering out 

ills grace." Stszvxiis. 

F. 94, la«t '1. By triumph , as Mr. Warton has ^^ 

L)>orv'ed in his laic edition of j\liltous' Poemjt 
. .56f wo arc to nirdvrstand jhows, such as maskst ', 
vcis, etc. 1V1alo>e. 

Y. 95, 1. 17. — gawds — ] i. e. baubles, toys, 
iflcs. Our <iiiilior has the word frequently. The ly 
w, Mr. I.ainhtr, in his iiot(-& on the ancient me- 
ical history of ttie Bttule of Floddon, observes 
>at a gawd is a child's toy^ and ih'at the chi(* 
en in the North call their play -things gowdyst 
id their bdby house a gowdy- house, 

Stzet^ 
P. 95» 1 23 — 30. — I may dispose of her ' 
r a law of Solon's, parents had an ' 
wer of life, and de.wU over vVkJcix chil 
iuitcd the poet's p-nrvo^e vftM «tv«^>^^^ 
p the Atheuidus had it beioi^. — V 
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Aihxt thought nov knew imjr thing ol i&e 

jer. 'WABBI7AT0N. 

/• 95» i* 51* JmmediiUsljr provided in ihat 

case J] Shnhspcaxe is^^ len^ie* 
^r^usly^^ tu»p(K:ted of having hecn placed » while a 
boy^ in -an attorney's office. T^e Uue heforc us 
4 dias an undoubted unftckof leg«i conunou • place. 
Poetrir di^li^m^lt. ' &texvxv8. . . ' *' 

P« 969 1. 2. 3. '-— -^ and within kis p^wmr - 
. / To leave the figure ^ ar du figure ii.'\^ 
The sense i«» you ow& to your father a IfeiiiQ" 
which he may at pleasure continue or destroy, 

JOJUVSON. 

p. 969 L 20. *— to die the deathy ] So iu the 
Second parjt of T}ie dowttfeUl of RoherM Earl of 
Huntingdon, 1601: 

9,We willy my liege » else Jet us die the 

death.** Stkevkk^. 
P, gSf 1. 23. Knoio of your youth,"] Bring yottv 
youth t^ the questidn. Consider your ^oijth. 

J0UV6OV. 
'• P* 96# 1. 97. For 4ijv] i. e. for ever, 

SrTKJLVEirS. 

F. 969 1. ^2."jBiir earihlier happy —3 Thus all 

the copies: yH earihlier is so harsh a word, aiuL 

earihlier hmppy, fox happiifr earifUff a m^ode of 

speech so unuMud* thao 1 -wonder none of - the 

-editors have proposed ^rAr/itf/* happy^ • ioHVSOV, 

It has since "been observed > that Mv. Pope did 
propose earlier, We might read — ^ earthly hap^ 
pier. 6i«RV£iiS. 

P. 969 1. 5S. But earthlier happy' is £he note 

dh filled,] S'oi iii liyly's 
Midas 9 1 59ft I „ — You bee all ^QUtk:^ «»&. i%5ei^^ 
eudeayovLT to bee wise and "vaiwuiVk^x aV»x. ^«R\ism-% 
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be gathered 9 and put to th« stUl,^ Thif iiBig» 
however, must haye been generaUjr obviou»» as ia 
Sliakspeare's time the distillation of rose watd 
was a common 'process in all i^uniliet. 

Stjkxvsvi, 

This ii a thought in whioh ShaXspeare seenu 

to have much delighted. We- meet with it. more 

than once in his Sonnets. See 51)19 6th« aud^ 54th 

'Sonnet. MAlovk. 

F. 97, 1. 16. Let jne have HermiaJs s do you 

marry him,\ I tuspect 
that Shakepearr %irrote: 

^yLet me have Hermia; do you marry him." 

Ttrwhitt. 
P; 97f 1. 5S. As rpotless is iuaocent, so rpotted 
Ss wicked. JoH>'soN. 

P- 98 1 1- 81 > Beteem them — "] Give thcffl# 
bestow upon them. The word, is U8ed< by Spenser. 

JopvsoK;i 
P* 98> 1- 96. O cross ! too high, to be enthraU*d 

to iow!"^ Love -^ possesses 
all. the editions , but carrlee no just meaning in 
it. Nor lA'as Heriflia displeas'd at^eing in .loV<; 
but regrets the inconveniences- that gener^ljly 
attend the passion; cither, the parties are diipxo- 
portioned, 'in degree of blood and quality; of 
uneciuAl, ill refipoct of years ; or brought together' 
by the appoint meiit- of friends, and. not by their 
own choice. The^e are the complaints represented 
by LvKaiidrr; and Ilermia, to .-niswer to ihe.Qrst* 
as she ha« done to the other two-» mu«t ueces8» 
lily say: 

,tO cross i too high to hit enthraltd to low! 
So the antithesis is liv^t ujg vivvh« terms; ' 
so hhe is made ro coti&o^c v\« ^V*^x<s>^^ 
hlcod and ciuality in io^«*» 'Xiwi.ttahi.Ti 
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The emendation is fnlly »HppoTted» not only by 
ihe tenour -of the precediu^ lines » but by' a pas- 
|lk|(e ixi our author'tf Venits and Adonis, in whidbi 
the former predicts that the course of lore neyer 
tAuiU rim smooth: 

^SoTro"w on love hereafter shall attend, 
^l^e'or settled equaUy, ioo.kigk, or loWf etc 

Ma;lo7^£. 

^» 98* 1« 3&« Making it momentany as a sound*] 
Thus the quartos. The first folio reads -— mo' 
Tfientaryi JMomentafiy {S'^ji Dr. Johnson) is the 
old and proper word. Stkevews. 

„— that short momentany rage^** — ^ is an 
expression of Dryden. Heklet, 

F.'QSf last but one i. CoUied, i.«. blaclc, sinuttted 
with coalf a word still used in t^e midland 
counties. Stexvks's. 

P* 98 # 1^39t 1* Though the word spleen may be 
here employed oddly enough, yet I bcliere it 
right. Shakspeare, always hurried on by <the 
grsmdeur and multitude of his ideas, assumes e^ry 
now a^d then, an uncommon licence in the use 
of his words. rtirticularly in complex moral 
modes it is usual with him to employ one , only 
to express f. very few ideas of that number of 
which it is composed. Thus , wanting h,cre to 
express the ideas — of a sudden, or -— in a trice, 
heuses the word spleens which, partially consi- 
dered, signifying a hasty sudden fit, is enough for 
him, and he never troubles faiinself about .the 
further or fuller significaiion of the word. Here, 
he u?es the word spleen for a sudden hasty fa ; 
so just the contrary, in The Two Gentlemert of 
Verona, he uses sudden for splenetic { „sudden 
^uips.** And it miut be owne^ \\v\% %qxx ^'t ^^^'' 
vexsntioa add*, a force to tk« dgic^ix* •V4>»»Siti^^'«^' 
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rds of Hermiay, could ^Iso catch her favoitr, 
icr beauty. Stekveks. 

ioo» 1. 19. To translate, in our author* 
eiioves signifies to change^ to transform, 

Steevewh. 
F. 100* 1. 51. None, hut your hettuty; 'JVouid 

that \ fault were mine!'] 
I would point this line thus : 

. ,,None. — But your beauty: — "Would that 
^ fault were mine ! •« 

IlENsEnsoir. 
P. 100, L 55. and fol. Perhaps every reader may 
not discover thv propriety of these Uues. Hcrmia 
is willing to comfort Helena, and to avoid all 
appearance of triumph over her. She* therefore 
bids her not* to consider the power of pleasing^ 
ai an advantage to be much envied or much d^- 
iired» since Hermia* who she conc^iders as possess- 
ing it in the supreme degree » has found no other 
effect of it than the loss of happiness. Jounsov. 
P. iCFi, 1. la. Upon faint primrose - beds — ] 
Whether the epithet faint has reference to th« 
colour or smell of primroses , let the reader deter* 
misufi- STKETirNs. 
P; 101 f I. 13. Emptyings our hoiofnt of thei^ 

council sweet g"] That is 

emptying onr bosoms of those ffecrets upon which 

we w^re wont to consult each other with so 

sweet- a satisfaction. Heatu. ' 

■ P.- 101 , 1. 19. 20, — — we must starre out 

sight, 
From lovers* food, till morrow deep 
midnight, J Shakspeare has 
a little forgotten himself. It a^^eax« €t<i\». -^^ <^^« 
that ea'-mdrrow ni&Ut vroviXA.- \ie -^Sj^-vsv "vk:«si.«. 

nights of the new moo«.| ''wJofttw >ift«» 

i .'i > 



i *]t, much Itjis I 



IJuatitity ii our ■uthor'i word. 
Act 111. IG. ii. 
. f^And wom«ik'< ttv ind lore 



both ii 

P.' lot, I. 13. — ii ii a dear 
it iriU (O-r' Aini aiitU, (be ■ tfvi 
hi* feeling!,) 10 Huhf tvni fo sUj 
Bjr oonimuiiiC4tion. Steetshh. 

F. 101, L 16. In ihi> scinc ! 
■dviDtage of his knowlrdge of 
lidicule the pTcjudicei 4Ud com 
pUyers. Eoflom, who is geiifial 
tb« pilBCipsl actor, declares hij 
for » tyTiiit, tat » patt of fiity 



■uother histiionicil pasitou. He i 
every pan. and would exclude li 
til pnMibilltjr of dijiiiictioik. 
4Miro(u t« play pjjiiuixi, ThiibF 
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» 

•V. >ot« 1. .39. -— and so grow to' a peiiit 1 "Du 
yVarbUTton reads *- jo 0/1; X^Mt grow is lued, iu 
aUusiou tO' bis name, Quince. Johnson. 

To grow to a poijit» I believe* has no reference 
to the name, of Quince, I meet with the sai^e 
hind of expression iu fVily Beguiled f 

. >iAft jret we ast grown to no conclusion." 

' STEErENS. 

The sense » in my opinion r ,hath been hitherto 
'miftiahea; and instead of a point, a subiitautiye, 1 
woiild ^read appoint a verb*, that is» appoint what 
part each actor is to perform f which is the real 
^ case. Quisce first- tells, them the name of the play» 
then eails the actors by their names* and after 
thac» t tells each of them what part is set Uowit ' 
for him to act. 

Ferbaps, however, only the p<irticle a may be 
inserted by the printer ^ and ShakKpeare wrote to 
paini$^ im t* t0 appoint. *WAANXJi. 
■ ^. lod, 1. 30. '^^'Tke most lamentable eomedjt 
aad most cruel death of Pyramns and Thisby.] . 
'This is very probably- a- hurlesqu& on the Ik/ie 
page ^i Camhyseaj „ A lamentable Tra^^edie* mixed 
fttlA x>f .pleasant Mirthr containing* The Life of 
■Carr^htjes King of Pereia^** etc. By Thomas 
Frestoo* bL L no date. 

...On the rcglsr<;rs of the Stationer's company* 
however, appears t,the boke of Perymus and 
'theshfe^^* 156^. Fexhaps Shakspeare copied som* 
pa,rt ^ his interlude from it* SrsEVE'Brs. 

Vt 103, first V, -^ A very good piece of'u)ork$ 
I assure you, and a m^rry, — •] This is designed 
as. a.'rkliculft en the titles of our ancient mofali- 
lies And iuteiludes. Thus Skeltou'S Ma^nifieencs 
it ciUed -ffSt goodiyi intetVu^«. «ai9k il tSL!«x^«^ 

' vozi. III. v^ 

X 




mmm 



1^3 NQT£S TO THE . 

P. I03f ' 1* 3* — spread yourselvesj] i. e, tta^ 
^«ep3SAt^ly, not. la 41 giroup ; but so that you, stidf 
i)c distiuctly smu* and called otrrr. Sts^vzhs. i 

P. lO^, L. i6. I "wilL condole in «otnc; measure.] 
•When we use this verb at preseut, -vre put- wiM 
before the person fox w^osc misfortiuie we profess 
concern. Anciently ' it ^ems to Jhave been em- 
ployed without it. Steevi;N(», \ 

P. 103, i- t9» — Of a part to tear a ttu w,] 
In the old come^dy of The Hoarins Girlp ,x6ii, 
there is a character called Te^r^cmt, who snjss ,,l 
am calledf by those \rho have seen my valour* T«rar* 
gut,** In an anonymous piece called IHstriomaiiiXt 
or The Player Whipt,* i6ao»-in six acts* a^ parcel 
of l|oidiew drag a coinpauy of payers on the stagct 
and the, captain Scgrs: ^Sirrah^^ this is you that 
nvould rend and tear a eat upon a £ta^e,*< etc. 
'. ' '■...- STiu'vEKa. 

P. 103, L 19*.— io make all splitj] This is to 
he connected with the previotis part'^df t^e speech; 
not with, the eulxe.qudnjt rhymes. It !was the 
dejscripuon of. a bully. 4n the second act of Th^ 
Scorf^ful Latly* we meet with »,two rearing 
beys of i&oiue, t>at made all split.** FxRAisa. 
>. P. 103, 1. at, PHth shiyering shocks,] The old 
copy ^ reads — fiAnd shivering,*? etc. The cmenr 
dation is Dr. Farmer^*. STZ^v&Jis, 

l\ io3» 1.31. ^^rancis Flute, t/ie ^ellow^'-mender^ 
Ifi ]3en Jotison*s Masque' qf Pdt/s Jinniverjttry, 
etc a man. . of the, same profession is iivtrod^ed. 
I' have been told th^it k tbelloxos 'mender Wj»»- one 
who had the care oi organst regaisietc, STSEVfews, 
P. io4, 1. a — ^» Noft faith t let me not, plaf 
0. Hfoman; etc;] This passage shovfs show the 
want of womru. on. the old sta^e was supplied. If 
they lia4 ,U9t a young man. whd could perform 
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ijt part ^iih a fxce that night pass for fcmmiiie» 
Aub character was acted in a mash* -which was 
at that time a part of a lady's dre^s so much in 
-nse ^that it did 'iK>t give any unn^ual appearance 
to the scene: and he that could .modulate his 
voice in a female tone« .might play the womau. 
▼ery succee^uUy. It is observed in Dowues^s 
. J<ojr£ux jin^licanus J that Kynastoii, one of these 
counterfeit heroines moved the passions mor? 
strongly tbzn the women that have since been 
brought upon the stage. Some of the catastrophes 
of the old comedies » which maJce lovers marry 
the wrong women , are» by recollection of the 
common use of n^sks, brought nearer to probabi- 
lity. J0UKS01«. 

Dr. Johnson here seems to have quoted from 
memory. Downes does not speak of KynastouN 
perCormance in such unqualified terms. Bis words 
are «— nit has since he^n disputable among the 
judicious, whether any woman that succeeded 
hiffif (Kynaston^) so sensibly touched the audience ' 
^ he.»* IVk£d. 

' Prynne, in his ffistriomasiix, exclaims with 
great 'Tehemence through seve/al pages » because a 
woman acted a part in a play at Blackfryars in 
the year 1633. Steevxns. 
' P. 104, 1. x5. — • you must play T/tuhy't 
mother,] There seeai« a double forgetfulnesi of 
otiiT poety in relation to the characters of this 
interlude. The father and mother of Tl^sby, and 
the father of Fyramus, are hete mentioned » who • 
do not appea^ at all in the interlude; but Wall 
and INfooushine are hot 1^ employed in it, of whoiA 
there is not c^e least uovlct xalkftVL V«t^«. 

TheohxU U, wrong z% to \v1qa% \aA\ :^^Ts2wcv^ai^. 



p. 105 9 I. 3* Jin xttcuns as if* So 
^tnd' Crejsida ? — „He will tvecp yoi 
a man bom in April." ST£XT£Ng. 

P. io5y U. is«— sf. Here Bottom a^ 

' ft trite genius for the sta>fe • by his si 

prapnety of dress » and his delibcra 

h^ard to choose among many beards, aJ 

This (KLitom of vt'earing coloured 1 
reader will Hnd more amply explained : 
/or yfaaiuref Act IV. so, ii. 

F. io$a 1. i6. &7, Some of your Fre 
have no hair at all, and tlien yoa wil 
/aegd^ {That is ,- a head horn, which t 
fallen in out of the last stages' of th< 
jufOf called the conom venerir. To th 
has tOQ irequent allusions.. 8t£ev£Ks. 
.1*. l.o5t U «^. VropertUs axe- wh 



^OmSx trms unferriceftble. Hence when one 
old, give another ahsojlnte ftsfiUTaiice of meetijif 
If he li^ouid tay .^rpvcrbiaUy — hold or cut 
t^Hrings <— i. c. whether the bow •strings 
i or brohe. For £ut is used as a neuter* lil&c 
verb /r»^. As when we say, the Jtring /r^itj, 
4ilk JrtUt i<yt the passive, iV u cut or Jretied, 

Wabbvaton,' 
his interpretation is very ingenious, but >ox:ie* 
IK disputable. The excuse made by the. militia 
iers is a mere suppo»tion» without proof; and 
) well known that while, lowt were in U9c« 
BTcher ever entered the fReld without a supply 
trings in his pochet; whence orifinaicd the 
rerb, to have two. siring* to onit*s bow, 

Steivens, ■ 

> meet, whether how -strings hold or arecut^ 
». meet in all events* To cat the bowbtring^ 
n bows were in use, was probably a common. • 
tice of those who bore. Enmity to the atcher. 

Max^one. 

io6f L 10. Swiher than th>e moones sphere i] 

S8 we suppose this to be the Saxon genitfve 

► . (as it is here .printed, > the metre will b« 
:tive. 

4 in a letter from Gabriel Harvey to. Spenser, 
: tyHavje we not Gods Uys wraiht for Go(ides 
h, and a thousand of the same stamx>c-, where- 
le corrupte orthography in the moste, *^ath 

the sole or principal cause of corrupte pro*. 
i in over-many?" St<£vxks. ' 

S06, L 18. The orhs here inevtioned are the 
rs S4ippo6cdj(o'tr^ made by the fairies on the 
nd, whose Terdnie pTocted& twim vVi* t»»».if 

o water them. JoBVsoi*. 

^o&p i. 13. The €iAi))Ut> ^'A '^ i«H«>otCN2^ 
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UMU supposed to be^ left by- the faiilcsr 
•"fer a child taken away» JoHi«fiOiv. 
Jkfrc^ properly used, and in its commom 
tion; that is for a child got in exchange *^ 
.i» no^ speakhig. l^tryov^ ■ • 
ff 1. 7. — -jAtftfM,] Shining, bright, gay, 

JOHNSOW. 

f, 1. 8. To square hiere is to quarrel. The 
word contrecarrer has the same iniport. 

Jo^^soir. . 
somewhat whiroitical, thaC the glasicrs nee 
rds square and quarrel -^hs synoiiymoiU 
for a pane of glass. Bi.ack3To>x. 
7» 1. 12. 13. Or else you are that shrewd 

and knavish sprite, . 
Caird Rolin Good-fellow i] This account 
>in 'Good -fellow corresponds, in. every 
with that given "of him in Harsenefs De- 
m, ch. XX. p. 134: »,And if that the 
)f curds and creajue were not duly set oVit 
•in Good - fellow ,.". th^ hier, and Sisfe the 
laidy why then cither the pottage vi'as 
to next day in the pot, or the (^eefcs 
not curdle, or the butter would not coine» 
ale in the fat ilever Would have good 
But if a Peter- penny » or an iTouide-eg^c 
(hind, or a patch of tythe unpaid^ then 
i buU-begi;ars 9 spirits,** etc. He is men* 
}y Cartwright [ Ordinaryi^ Act III. sc. i. ] 
rit particularly fond of' disconcerting and 
ng domestic peace and oecoiidmy. 

T. Waktoic. 
aid Scot gives the same account of this 
ome spirit, in his Uiseeverie of ffiichcrafi% 
684 > 4<o- P« 66: «"^o\vi %tw\\*sb^^ -octtSw^ 
om to SCI a boYfi ol maji. A<-x \j|isa. > '^^'«' 



•*• — 



hit paint in grinding malt and mitt tat4f 
ing the houie at midnight — this 'whi 
and b^ead and milky was -hi* standing' lire. 

St 
P. 107, 1. 15* — 17. The sense of the«« 
confnted. Are not yoit he, says the fair 
fright the country girls $ thtU skim miU 
in the hand' mill., and make the fz>e< 
woman churn without effect? The mei 
the miA seems out of place* for she is . 
telling the good» hut the evil that he 
would regulate the lines thus t 

f,jind sometimes make the hredthle 

wife churn 

ptSkim milk, and bootless laBouf 

quern,*' 

Oh 1>J^ simple transposition of the linet 

^iAnd bootless make the breathless i 

ch\irn 
. . gfSkim milkf ctnd sometimes Isihet 

quern*** 

Y^t there is no necessity of alteratio 

' _ . . •. . 

Br. Johnson thinks the mention of 
out of place » as the Fairy is -not now t 
gopd but the evil he does. The observa 
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< , 

miptiiim if a hand'inill» kuemai tnoUu ttiandic. 

» f07.» L Tft. £^r7»tf it a nvmt iox yemst ^ yet 
i, in our midland counties > and uuivcrsalij iz\ 
SbA. Stektens. 

. 107 > 1. 19. It v^ill be apparent to him that 
L compare Drayton's poem -vrith this play» that 
fpt one of the poets copied the other, or, as I 
ex believe, that there Was then some- syste^n 
he fairy empire generally received,' which they 
& repreitentcd as accnrjitcly as they co^ila* 
ether X>rayton or Shal^speare wrote Hrst, I^, 
lo^ discoTer. Joamiov, 

he editor of 7^ Caiiterhury Tales of^Chaiicer, 
^ Tola. cro. 1775 > snppose^ Drayton ttf hhve *• 
1 the followtr of Shalcspe^re; for, gays, he, - 
}n Quixoie (which was not published A\\ 
S , } is cited Sjc The Nymphidia , . whciKas we 
e an edition o^f A Midjummer - Night^s IJreaia 
1600.'* In this,, century somc^ of ■■ enr poets 
e been as little ecrnpuious in adopting the 
8 of their predecessors* . 

It, Fope is more indebted to t^haiicer for 
ides inserted in his £loisa to Alelard, than 
jhas hecu wiiliog to . acXnow ledge, 

Steevetts* 
>D/» Quixote i though pnhlishcd in. S^pain \th 
5 9 was prf)l>ably little Known iu fiini^land- till . 
Lton's trant>lation appeared in tCia. Xkxayton's 
m was, 1 have no doubt, subsequent to tkat 
r. The earliest, edition of it that 1 hairesco^ 
printed in 1619. .Mal.o>'E. 

. 107, 1. 19. — — and ^me^t Fucl«x\ TKc 
bV| i« by aip mean^ vu\j«^\v«>w%\ ^& T>u^ 
t:'^SL9 far fjQia Wv»s wi. <\x^*^^^% vyS^- 



> 

\ 



p. io7» L 2$. Ar.. 
fill up^ the verse ^Yhich I siip]^u... 
complete: 

,^ a;i»f thou speak'st ariglit; 

It teems that in the Fairy mythology, Pu 
BobgObliot vrasr the tnisty scrraiit of Obcroi 
always employed to watbh or detect the int 
of (^ueen Mab, called by Shak^tpeare Titaiiia 
in Drayton's ^ymphidiat the same fairi* 
engaged in the same bnsinef s. . Mab has an 
with Pigwiggcii : ObcTon beinf^ jealous » 
Hobgoblin to catch them, and one of Mab's 7 
Opposes him by a spell. JoBNsoir.. 

P. io7> 1." 29. — crab; i. c; the wild 
that name. Stexveks. 

P. 107, 1. 33. ^iunt is sometimes used 
curejs. In " Gascoignr's Glass of' Gov 
• he bawd r.ind.irina is always cal 
■-■'ImiI phrases is the f 
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cif {aVU aft a tailor fquatft iipoit his board. 

i^Td cditor» and Dr. Warbiirton after him* 

4nd raiU or cries ^ plausibly , but I believe 

/ightly. Besides » the trick of the fairy is re- 

r.^.euted as prodiiciug rather mcrrim^it than auger. ^ 

' JOIINSON, 

This phrase perhaps originated in a' pun. • Your 
ail is now on the ground. See Gamdeu*8 He- 
naines, 1614. Faoveabs. - , .Between two stools 
he iayle gocih to the ground." Malone. 

P. 108 » 1. 3- And waxen in their mirth, 3 And 
mcrease, as the rnoon waxes, JdHNsuT«. 

A feeble sense may be extracted from the fore- 
going words as they stand |lk but Dr Farmer ob- 
icivcs to me that waien \% < probably corrupted 
torn yoxenp or yexen* Yoxe, Saxon/ to ki^cup, 
fyxyn* Singultio, Prompt. Farr. 

That yex, however, was a familiar word so Ute 
ii the lime of Ainsworth the J(exicographcr '» is 
;iear from his having pri^duced it as a tramiatlpn 
)f the Latin substantive — singultus. 

The meaning of the passage before us will then 
>«, that the objects of PncVs waggery l&ughed 
ill their laughter ended in a yex or hicewp, *. 

It should be remembered, in siipport of this 
;onjecture» that Fuck is at present speaking 
with an aiTectation of ancient phraseology. 

ST£TV£I«S« 

P* togt 1. 5* ^^^ room. Faery ,"] Thus the old 
;opies. Some of our modern editors read <•— ,.Buc 
nake room, Fairy. •♦ The w^ord Fairy, or Faery, 
^as sometimes of three syllables, as often in 
>penser. Johnson. 

P. I OS, 1. 9. Oheron Vk*3L \it<i\\ S»xxKk^wct^ ^s^ 
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Stadonexs* books it enttnred i,Tke Scottithe itory 
of James the fonrtlie, »laiii at 9ioddcii» iiireimixed 
with a pleaoant. comedic presented hj Obmrotit 
King of Fairits," Stzevbi^s. 

P. iod» 1. lo. TiTAViJL,']. As to the Fairy 
Queen, (says Mr. "SVarton ixi his Ohjeruations on 
^penter^ con^^idored .ipart from the ^ce of fairies, 
tb^* notion of such an imaginarj personage wu 
YOitj common* Steetzks. 

P. lo^y I. Sg. The glimmering night is the 
night faintly illumincUed by scars. In Tdtuh9th 
OUT aitthoT says : i 

yiThe west yet glimmers with some strealct of 

day." Stx£vxx?s. 

y. io8» 1. 30. from Perigentaf"] Thus all the 
editors t but our author who diligently pcriu*d 
Flutarchi ai)d ^lean'd from him^ where his* subject 
would admit. Knew, from the life of Thestus that 
her name was Pfryeiue, (or Fcrigruie,) by whom 
Tlftsens *had his son Meianippus. She Was the- 
daughtcT of Siniiis , a cruti: robber « and tormenter*' 
pf pashengers in the Isthmus. Plutarch and 
Athcnac\u ' are both express in the circtunsiance ai. 
Theseus ravishing her. Th£Oj:ai*]>. * 

In North's translation of Plutarch (lii^ *of 
Theseub) this Lidy is called Perigouna, The Jiitef 
ation was probably intentional « for the sake of 
harmony. Her real name was Fe^igiine^ 

lNUx,or 
P. 109, 1. 2. By the middle summer's sp' 
onr author sef'ms to mean the beginning of>r 
or 7»/4( sumxiK'r. Stsevens. 
TAe middle summer" ^ ipr'mg.^ \%, \ % 
the soA'^on when trees -pux !Ec»f \\ v\vv-« *t 
35 they axe ficqucuily caMc<i ilticSx ti 



MlDSUlVtlVIER-NIGHrS DREAM. 855 

sJkaots* Thus* Evcljn in his Silva: v>Ciit off all 
tbe side bougks* and especially at nudsiinuneT^ if 
yoh' spy them breaking ^out/<. And again* 
y^'Where tire rows au4 Urush lie longer than mid- 
juanimsr, unbound , or made up, you endaxt^er 
the' lose of the second spring.** Henlkt. 

F. io9f 1^ 4. By paved founfain,"] A fountain 
laid round the edge with stone, Johnson, 

Perhaps paved at the bottom. So, Lord Bacon 
in liis Ms J ay on, Oardens: ,,As for the other 
liind of founiaine^ which wc may call a bathing 
pooley it may admit much curiosity and beauty. 
. • . .As that the bottom be £neiy paved . . • • 
the fides likewise,^ etc. Steetbns. 

The epithet seems here intended to mean no 
more than that the beds of these fountains were 
covered with pebbles in opposition to those of 
the rushy brodks which are oozy. IIsvley. 

P. 109, L. ifl. — every pelting river — ] Thus 
the quartos: the folio reads — petty, SliakspefTe 
has iu Lear the same word » tow pelting farms^ 
The meaning is plainly, despicable i lu^anf Jorry, 
wretched t but as it U a word without any rea- 
ftouable etymology, «I should be glad to dismiss 
it for petty: yet it is undoubtedly right. We 
have 99 V^^^y pelting offuer ** in JMeasure for 
Measure. Johnson, 

P» *09» L If* That they have overborne their 

continents : J Idorn down. 
tbft banks that contain ihem. Majjons. 

'.p. 199 » 1* 19* The ttjiHrrain is the plague la. r- 
cattle. H is here U5ed by. Shakspeare tta/lta^ 
adjective.;. t» a Mi.ViUXkXvvc Vk^ ^>^&ftv&« 
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o^ «iiy one of hi« adversary** , whcra he pleases^ 
till one, ixaving lost all hi.s men» loses the game. 

Alchoakb. 

■ P. 109 » I. 21. J[nd the quaint mazes in the 

^. w-anlau grean^J^ Thi* aliu« 

de4 ;f;e a^ sport still follo-vred l>y buys ; i. c. v?hat 

u'iiow "called running the figure of eightr' 

...■■. STKiVEWS. . 

.•F.^og, 1. as. The human mortals — ] Shakapcare ' 
Xl4<[^t,:h2trc cexuployid this epithet, which* ai lir»c 
sighl t anp^ars rcduiidam , to tUxirk the dlfftrcv-<;* 
bctireea tnen and /rtiriei. ralrxc's v;tx^ t^-^^ 
wffion, Luc they vvcie y^l Jubjccl to ittOTi.«.Vvt?| - 
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It axipears from the Bomance of Sir Htiov-^- . 
Bordeaux, tkat Oheron himself was snoruL 

St£XTB2E|» 

yrThift howerf r ( says Mr. niuon, ) . does not bj- 
any means appeax to be the cire. Obcron, Tita- 
ni.i t and FucX t never dye t the inferior agouti • 
jnuit necessarily be supposed to eHjoj the same 
privilege s auj the ingenious commentaior- may 
rely upon it, that the olde«t "woman iu I^ugland 
never heard of the death of a Fairy, Human 
mortals ii» iiotwiihst;uiding; » evidently put in op- 
]^ositioH to fairies who parcook of a xniddlc nature 
between men and spirits,** It is a misfortune ds 
as well to the commeutators , as. to the readnrs - 
of SUak^(peare» that so much of their time is obliged ; 
to be employed iu exp la tiling and contradictiiij; 
unfounded conjectures and asseriions. Spenser* in 
hi:t Faery X^ueen » B. If. c. x. says , (I lue the 
-w^oids of -Mr. ^Vartoix; Observations 4mx Jbpe:iser« 
Vol. I. p. 5.5.) i,Th.!t Tnan was first made by JFr^ . 
inetheus» was calif d Elfe^ who wipdcrinf over 
the world 9 at length arrived at the gardens' of 
Ado UL«,. where he foiiod a i'craale wiiom ha «aU»i 
Fay^ — ' The issue of Klfe and Fay were caUed 
Fairies f who soon grew to be a mighry peopUf 
and conquered all nations. Their eldest son El^a 
governed America, and the lYext to Iiiin, uaAed 
lilLfinau*- fouiiek.d the ciiy of GU-apolisa. which 'Was 
encrosed ^tb a golden wall by KUinirf'. Hi* so 
JBlhii ovetcame the Gubbeltncs ; 7>nt of all £ilxiC 
Eihaut was the most rcuownedy v/ho built Panth 
oF chry^ul. To these succeeded E!far» who tV 
two brethren giants; and to hiiu-KLEuor, 
_ biiiic a bnage of glass ov«t v\i« %^av the $r 
which was like iKvui^ci. Kv \mx 
rnUd tiu> ijairy -Uud. vfiOx m>xc.V n 
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I^g1il7 advanced its power and honour : he left 
two 8Q]is» |he eldest of -which, fair Eifcron, died 
^ premature deat*h, his place being supplied by 
the mighty Oberon"; a Prince, whose „wide memo- 
rial'* still remains; who dying left Tauaquii to 
succeed him by will» she being also called G-lorian 
or Gloriana." I transcribe this pedigree;, merely 
to prove that in Sbaltspeare's time the notion of 
Fairie» dying was generally Itnown. Reed. 

P. xoQy 1. 34. No night is now with hymn or 

carol blest: — J Since the 
coming of Christianity » this season, [winter] ia 
commemoration of the birth of Christ, has been 
particularly devoted to festivity. And to thif., 
ictlstom , notwithstanding the impropriety, hymn 
or carol bleu certaiilly alludes. Waabuhtok. 

Hymns and carols y in the time of Shahspeare, 
during the season of Christmas » were sung every 
night about the streets, as a pretext for collecting 
money foom hpuse to house. Stkbve^s. 

P. 109 1 1. 27. Hfieumalic diseases t signified in 
Shahspeare't time, not what we now call rheuma' 
thmf but distillations from the head, catarrhs, etc. 

Mai^ons. 

P. io9» 1. 13. -— thorough this distemperaturct] 
This perturbation of the elementtt. Stkevens. 

By distemperature f I imagine is meant in this 
place* the perturbed stale in which the King and 
i^een had lived for some time past. Malove. 

P. i099 1. 31. — on old Hyem*s chin, and icy 

crown,} Dr. Grey, not: 
inelegantly, eon]ectures» that the poet wrote: 
,,— on old Hyem»* c/iiit ^tv^ \\:iN[ c\.<^^^.>, 
Jt i$ not indeed easy to SiUc^iVt^ \vQr«« ^ Oa»s^ 
.can be placed on 1/19 cUitu ^t^^x^^** 



lore Ukely «<> ,«ttit»»t3 

\T ^^' "*'* = .^ at court. *^ 

- "' 1.50J'" the ^o»* f" * from »«« 

"Tu ' ^"**u:t tsss. i' Jij^f;.-' --' 
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P* 55SO On this passKfe Mr. Lodge observes 
that Henchman weve »»a certain number of youths* 
the »on* of gentlemen » who stood or wallced near 
the' person of the monarch on all publick occa- 
sions. They are nentioned iu the sumptuary sta- 
tiit«s o£ the 4th of Edward the Fourth, and. 24th 
of Henry Vlfl. and a patent is preserved in the 
Foedera, Vol. ^V, 2^%, whereby Edward VI. gives 
to 'William Buklcy, M. A. propter gravitattm 
jmcrutn tt docirinae ahundanliam, of/uiuim 
do€9ndu erudiendi , tuque instituendi adoltiicetv 
lulos vccat€fj Hb^chmeic; with a salary of 40L 
per aninim. Henchmun , or Heinsman t is a 
German word* as Blouiu informs us iu his Glano^ 
graphiat siguifyiug a domestic, whence our an- 
cient term Hind t a servant in the house of a 
farmer. Dr. ■ Percy « in a note on the Earl of 
Northumberland's household book, with lc68 pro- 
bability , dert^es the appeliatiou from their custom 
of standing by the side, or Haunch of their I^ord.** 
* . B^PB. 

^tv.the fnneral of jHenry VIII. nine henchmen 
attended with Sir Francis Bryan « master of ih9 
henehnUn» 

Strype's £ccl. Mem. v. t« App. n. i. 

TTRWaXTT. 

— Henchman, Quasi haunch -man* One that 
goes behind another. Peduequus, Blackstonb. 

P. 110, 1. 18* ^Following h^r womb, iLen .rich 

with ^ tny young 'jquire, ) 
Perhaps the parenthesis should begin sooner; as X 
think Mr. iLenrick observes t 

p,{FeUoufin^ her- loomb , \\vwi. fv-Ook. '^wv>5Bk xsc^ 

So, in Trulla't combat wVx.'kL Bxv^^^^*^^ 
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„— She press'd so home, 
,,That he retired, and follow* ttt hwm.^ 
And Dryden says of his Spdniih Friar, »» 
great belly walks in state before him, and 
f outy legs ^ome limping a/fer it** Fahkea. 

I bare followed this Tcf?ulatiou» (which is li 
vrife adopted 4>y Mr. Steevens,) though I do i 
thiuik that of the old copy at all liable to i 
t>bjection made to it by Dr. 'Warbartoxu nl 
did not> (he says) follow the ship whose mot! 
she imitated; for that sailed on the water* she 
land.*' But might she not on land move in ' 
^same direction with the ship at sea,^ which t 
tainly would outstrip her? and what is this I 
following f 

Which t according to the present rcgnlatii 
must mean — which motion of the ship, w 
f welling sails, etc; according to the old regn 
fion it must refer to „embarktfd traders.'* 

MjlImOJ 
P. no, L 34. Not for thy kingdom, — FmH 

away •'] The ancient cop 
read — 

„Not for thy fadry Kingdom, -— Fait 

away." 

By' the advice oF Br. Farmer I have omitted t 

useless adjectire fairy, as it spoils the mtci 

Fairies, the following substantive » being api 

reiiily used, in an earlier instance, as a crissyllab 

P. Ill, 1. 6-— 10. And hear a mermaid, etc. ct 
The first thing observable on these words ia^ tl 
this action of the memtaid is laid in . the Mm 
time and place with Guxnd's attack upon 't 
vestal. By the vestal ereiy one knows if aci 
Queen Elizabetk. U i& yet^ tuJLwc&L tad 
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fhtrn, to tKink that the mermaid stands for some 
funia^nt personage, of her time. And if sa» - the 
iiUegericai coxexu^gf. in which there is a mis^ture 
Mi satire aad paneg;yric , Wyili lead lis to conclude 
that*thi3 person was one of whom it had been 
l^couTenient for . the author to speak openly, 
cither ia praise or difpraise^ All this agrees with 
' Mary- ^ucen of Scots , and with no other. Q. 
Elizabeth could not bear to hear her commended; 
and her successor would not forgive her satirist. 
But the poet has sb well mar]<cd out every 
distinguished circumstance of her life and character 
in this beautiful allegory » as will leave no room 
%€( doubt about bis secret meaning. She is called 
a mermaid, x. to denote her reign over |a king* 
dom situate in the sea, and s. her beauty, aiid 
.intcanperate lust: 

»— — — Ut turpiter cUrunjk 

,,Dejinat in piscem mulier farmosa superne,**^ 
fer as Blizabeth for her chastity is called a vestal, 
this tmfortunate lady on a contrary account is 
called a mermaid. 3. An ancient story may be 
supposed to be here alluded to. The Emperor Ji:- 
liaA tells tis> Epistle 41. that the Sirens (whicU» 
with all the modera poets , are m^rm^aids ) con- 
tended for precedency 'v\'ith the Muses, who over- 
coming them, took away their wings. The quarrels 
between Mary and Elizabeth had the same cause, 
and the same issue. 

— on a f^p?iin*s hcuk,"] This evidently marks 
out that d^Pngnishing circumstance of Mary's 
fortune* her marriage with the dauphin of France, 
son of. UeiAy II. 

littering such dulcet yand harmonious hreatkt"] 
This alludes to her great abilities of genius and 
learoiugy^. whic^i lendcred het the most accom- 
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pushed Princess of her age. The. French writen 
tell lis , that , while f^he wa^ inr- thtc eoxtxt » she 
prononticed a Latin oxatidn iif the great hail of 
the Lourre, with so much grace and- elo^v^ce^ 
as filled the whol« court with '«dlturation. 

That the rude sea greto eiiJil at her sejMg;] 
By the rude acU is meant Srcorhmd : encircled 
wi^^h the oce^in ; which rose vtp in m&9 against 
the. regent, ^hile she was iii France. But he* 
rettxrii^ liqmc presentljr quired those disorders: 
ancl had not her strange ill conduct afterwards 
more violently' inflamed thenfy she might , hare 
passed . her whole life in peace. 'i'here ia the 
greater justness aiid heauty in this iibage* at the 
vulgar opinion is, that the luertnaid always sings 
ki storms: 

And certain stars shot madly fr^in their spheres. 

To -hear the sua 'maid's TnuJick,\ -Thus oon* 
eludes the description* Wi^ii'that remarhable cir- 
cumstance of this unhappy t^dyV'fate, the de* 
struction she brotight tipou several of the £nglisb 
nobility, whom she drew in to support her causeii 
This> in the boldest expression of the subUme» 
the poet images by certain stars shooting madly 
froni their spheres : By which he meant the earll 
of Northumberland and Westmoreland » -who fell 
in ° her quarrel; and principally the great Duke 
of Norfolk^ whose projected marriage with het 
was. attended with such fatal consequences. Here 
again the reader may oH^serve ' a peculiar justness 
in the imagery. The vulgar opiuiW being that 
the merinaid allured men to destruction by her 
songs. To which opinion Shakspear#- alludes in 
iiis Comedy of Erreri r ' *\ 

,tO train me not, sweet ^ttrnzld., with thy note, 

f,T9 dxowu me in thy wts^'sftoad' of tears**' 



.he whole* it is the noblest and ju 

y that was ever Tvritten. The layijig : 

iry landf. and o lit of ]:\^iuTe, is in the chan 

: the speaker. A;ad on these . occasions S 

ipearre always excels himself. He is borne a 

by the magic of his enthusiasm » and hurries 

reader along with him into these ancient reg 

of poetry, by that power of verse^ which we 

Tfieli fancy to be like what* 

M-— Olim-fauni vatesque caneharU, 

WarbuA' 
So» in our author's Jiape of Lucreee: 
" 9»Aud little stars shot from their fixed plai 

Mal< 
Every reader may be induced to wish that 
foregoing allusion > pointed out by so acu: 
critic as Dr. Warburton* shoulder emain uncoc 
verted; and yet I cannot dissemble my dei 
concerning it^^ — - 'Whjr is the thrice -mar. 
Queen of Scotland stiled a Sea • maid f and i 
probable that Shahspcare (who understood 
own political as' iwell a» poetical interest » ) she 
have ventured such a panegyric on this ill*f 
Fxincess» during the reign of her rival Eli^alSe 
If it was unintelligible to his audience > it 
thrown awayi if obvious, there was dangq 
offence to her Majesty. 

^A star dif-orb'd/*^ however* (See Tfoilus t 
Cressidat') is one of our author's favourite i 
ges; and he has no where so happily expresse 
as in Antony and Cleopatra t 

M— » the good stars , kthat were my foi 

guides*. 
^fHav0 itmpty. Uft their (^r6s> ?>!&&. 
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To these remailci may be added otiierr o) 
tendency, which I met with in the MM 
Magazine f . Kov. i76%- f^That a complii 
Queen Elizabeth was intended in the «x] 
of the /air Vestal throned in the We^st, % 
be generally allowed; J>u^ how far Shaksp 
t»i§aed, under the ima^e of the Mermaid* u 
Mary (^ucen of Scows » is more doubtful, 
the rude sea grew civil at her sangp is 
as Dr. Warbiirton supposes , that the tun 
Scotland were appeased by her address, thi 
\'ation is not true; for that ^rea was in . 
during the whole of JWary^^- reign. Ncithe. 
figure just, if by the stars shooting madi 
their spheres to hear the sea-maid's 
the poet aUuded to the* fate of the £ 
IN^orthumberland ^nd. Westmoreland, and 
larly of the DuKe of Norfolk, whose p 
marriage with Mary,^ was the occasion of 1 
It would have been abVurd and irreconcili 
the good sense of the poet, to have reprei 
nobleman aspiring to marry a Queen » 
image of a star snooting or descending I 
sphere." 

See also Mr. Bitson's observations on tl 
subject. On account of their lengthy t 
given at the end of this Volume. Stejkv: 

F. iiir 1. 15. ^U arm'dt^ does^ n^t 
dressed in panoply, hut only enforces tli 
armedf as wre might say, ail footed. Jok 

Shakspeare's complimcut ta Oueen Blizab 
no small degree of propriety a;td elegance t 
of. The same can hardly be said of the fol 
with which the tragedy of Holiman and JF 
z599> coucludes. Death is the speaker, an 
he will spare . ,. . v.- ., 
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'■*■''■ ff^ none but sacred Cynthia^s friend* 

^Whom Deaih did fear before her life began ; 
yyFoT holy fates have grav'n it in their tables^ 
y^That Death shall die, if he attempt her end 
jt'Whose life is heav'n's delight, and Cynthia's 

friend." 
If iiicetfse vras thrcvfm in cart-loads an the 
altar ^ this propitious deity was not disgusted by 
the smohe.of it. Stecvsns. 

P. Illy 1. x6. At a fair vestal^- throned hy the 

west il A compliment to 
Queen Elizabeth. Tofk. 

It was no uncommon thing to introduce a 
compliment to her Majesty in the body of a play. 

Stebve?9s. 
P. iiif I. 83. ^— fancyfreei'] i. e. exempt 
from the power of love. Steilvkks. 

P. Illy L 20. And maidens call it , love - in* 

idleness.')^ This is as Ene a 
metamorphosis as any in Ovid: With a much 
better moral, intimating that irregular love has 
only power when people are idle, or not well 
employed. Wabbu&ton. 

I believe the singular beauty of this metamor- 
phosis to have been quite accidental, as the poet 
is of another opinion , in The Taming qf q. 
Shrew , Act I. sc. iv : And Lucentio's was surely 
a regiilar and honest passion. It is scarce neces* 
sary to mention that love - in • idleness is a flower. 

STKEVtNS. 

The flower or irioict, commonly called pausies, 
or heart's ease » is named love - in • idlnness in . 
Warwich shire ^ and in 1 yte's Herbal. I'here is a 
reason why Shalvtpeaxe says it i% ,,tvc»n^ Y^^^V^* 
wiih Xcve'4'wouud,** heciiYi«« otxe ox v«^ ^tSxx 
pctMls are of a purple coloux. 'to^*iA'S% 
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It is called in other couiuics the Tib*«r eclourtd 
vioUff the Htfrh of Trinity ^ Thr«e fa€€$ in a 
hood. Cuddle nte iro jroii, etc. STXCvxirs. 

F. lis, Ir 15. / am invisihU-fJ I thought pro- 
per here to observe, that, as Oberon and PucX 
his att(^ndant^ may hr; frequently- observed to 
speak, when there is no mention of their entcxing, 
they are de»igned by the poet to be- supposed on 
the stage during the greatest part of the remainder 
of the play; and to mix, as they please, as spirits, 
with the other actors; and embroii the plot^ by 
their interposition, -without being seen, or heard, 
but when to their own purpose. Th£obaz.d. 

P. 11a, 1. 20. Wood, or mad, wild» raving. 

Pope. 

p. 119, 1. §3* 24. You draw Tise, jou^hard- 

hearted adamant ii^ 
But yet you draw not iron, etc.] I learn 
from Edward Feuton's Certaine Secrete ff^onders 
of Nature, bl. 1. 1569, that — '* ther^ is now a 
dayes a Jkind of adamant which draweth tinto it 
Beshe, and the same so strongly^ .tha^ it hath 
pow;er to hnic and tie together, two mouthes af 
contrary persons , and drawe the heart of a man 
ou( of hi» bodie without offendyng any paite if 

him. ST£EVKNt«. r ■ 

P. 113, 1. 9. You do impeach your modesty'^ 
i. e. bring it into question. Stbzvxns. '"■ 

P. 113, 1. 15. Your virtue is my privilege/ 

thatJ^. i» e. for leaiti 
the city, etc. Tyrwhitt* 

P. Z13, 1. i6. It is not night, when I ^ 

70UT |ace^ ~* *• 
ia paraphrased ftom i^o ^^** oi Mk. 
fTibuaus]! 
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Tu notie vel atr» 
yfLurmn^ et iruolu tu mihi turha locir.** JoWtrsov. 

As the ^nrorks of King David might be more 
familiar to ShaJispeaTe than Roman poetry, perhaps 
on the present occasion* the eleventh v^fe of the 
iS^th Fsalm, -was in his thoughts. >»Ye», th^ 
davkuess is no darkness with thee, but the night 
is a5 clear as the Aslj,** Stbsvxvs. 

P.itg, 1. 31. I will not stay thy questions i^ 
Though Helena certainly puts a few iufignificant 
questions to Demetrius y I cannot but think oit^ 
author yrtoxe — question^ i. ei disco ur«e» conver- 
sation. Soi in As you like it : ,,l met the Duke 
yesterday, and had much question with him.« 

Stuevehs. 

P. ii4» 1. 5, To die upon^ etc. in our author's 

language; 1 believe, mean^ — ,,to die by the hand.« 

StjeeveKs. 
r« ii4\ 1. 15> The oxlip i» tiie greater cowslip, 

Steevxns. 
P.- ti4» L 15. — the nodding violet — ] i. e. 
thau declines its head, like a drowsy person. 

SnEEV«W8..^ 

p. 1x4, 1» 16. — with lush woodbine,] All thi' 
old e(UtiQ||it read' — luscious woodbine* On the 
margiii of- one of my folios an unknown hand has 
vrrittdn lush woodbine, which, 1 think, is right/ 
Thiir hand X have since discovered to be Thepbald*gl 

JOUNSOW,,, 

Z,ush' it clearly preferable in point of sense, an^ 
absolutely necessary in point of metre, •beron' 
is speaking in rhime; but woodbine, as hitherto 
accented upon the first syllable, cannot posfiSly 
correspond with eglantine, TT\t %\&^\\v\ix\Rroi. \jl 
/tt^A •will restore t)ie pt«s«^« \o \\%. ^aT^goaaiL >Bax- 
mony, an^ the authoT*^ iteii* "Bant^w** 
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I have inncrted luih in the text » «s it is » 'Wo.« 

already used by Shakspeare in The Tempestp Act II : 

9,Hotf lu4h and lusty the grass looha? how 

, green? 

Both luik and luscious (says Mr. Henley) are 

words of the same origin. 

Fx. Farmer , however , wonld omit . the word 
quittf, as a useless expletive^ and read --• 
• yyO'er - canopied with luscious woodbine/^ 

8TKXVSVS. 

p. ii4» 1. ft$. ag» — Thou shalt know the man 
By the Athenian garments he hath om."] 
I desire no surer evidence to prove that the broad 
Scotch pronunciation once prevailed in £nglai|dt 
that such' a rhyme as the first of these words 
affords to the 'second. St£Etki>s. 

F. ii5> 1. 4* Tiowtd4 1 OT roundels t were like* 
the present country dances. Beed. 

A roundel, roudill, or roundelay » is sometimes 
n^ed to signify a song boginniug or ending with 
the same sentence; redit in orh-em^. 

Puttenham, in his An of Foetry , i589« ^** ' 
chapter On the roundel, or sphere, and prodacf 
what he calls A general resemblance Off ti 
roundel to God, the world and the i^ueen. 

Stextx: 

A roundel is » as I suppose » a circular da* 
Ben Jouson seems to call the rings which a* 
dances are supposed to make in the grass, ront 

Tykwh 

So* in The Boke of the Governour by 
Thomas Elyot, X537* »»In .*>tede of these wc 
now base danuces- ^ bd.x\j[;«ueues« pavyons* tuf/ 
juid roundest* Stx.t£.vt(L'r%. 

F. 1 15, 1. iS. — ^o' ^"^ Oaax^^axv ^'l^.inv 
X>r. WarbuTion read.s — . 
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,,— • for the third part 0/ the midnight. — *• 

But the persons employed are fairies, to ^vhom 
the rhird part of a minute might not be a< vtry 
short time to do such Trork in. The cxitik jnight 
as v^'ell have objected to the epithet tallt which 
the* fairy brsto^rvs on the cowslip. But Shakspeare^ 
throughout the .play* has preserved the propartioa 
of other things in respect of these tinf beiuf^s^ 
compared with whose size, a cowslip might be 
tall, and to whose powers of execution, a miiiute 
night be equivalent to an age. Steevzms. 

F. lis, 1. 6. What is at present called the 
Musk Rose", was a flower unknown to English 
botanists in the time of Shakspeare. About fifty 
years ago it was brought into this country from 
Spain. Stekvens. 

P. 115, 1. 7. A rere 'mouse is a bat, a mouse 
that rears itself from the ground by the aid of 
wings. Stekvei^s. 

P. ii5t 1. 13. — quaint spirits.-'] For this Dr. 
Warburton reads agaiuso all authority : 
„— quaint sports.*^ — 

But Prospero, in The Tempest t applies quaint 
to Ariel. Johnson. 

Dr. Johnson is right in the wordy and Dr. 
'Warburton in the interpretation. A spirit was 
sometimes used for a sport. In Decker's play , If 
it be not good, the Deuil is in It, the King of 
Naples says to the devil IVufTmau , disg-uised in 
the character of Shalcan: ,,Now Shaicau, some 
new spirits P Ruff' A tliousand wenches stark- 
naked to play ac leap 'frog. Omnes. O rare 
sight ! *• Faamea. 

P. ij.-j, 1. lb. — with douMe Xf^^^-a^^^ '^^ut 
smae epithet occuis ia & tu\ux« %^*«ft ^'^ '^^'^ 
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tf*-^ yritYi daubler tangne 
I ■ ^Than thiuey thou jerpeni,'^ etc. 

y4gain» in T/te Tempests 

y»— adderst who» with cloven tongiiei» 
»»Po hiss me into madiiet8.<< 
.jBy both these terms, I suppose y our authoT 
i&tan« •— forked; «s the tongues of snakes are 
sometimes represented in ancient tapestry and 
paintings. Stekykks. 

P. 115, 1. tg. The newt is the eft^ the hUnd- 
worm is the Caecilia or shwworm. They are 
hoth ingredients in the cauldron of IVIaebeth* 

^TKXVJKVS. 

p. ii6y L 11. The cumee is a small tiger, or 
tiger • cat. Johnson. 

P. 116, 1. 29. Lysander in the language of' lore 
professes, that as they have one heart, they shall 
have one bed ; this Hermia thinks rather too 
much, and intreats him to lye further off, X.ysan* 
der answers: 

,,0, take the sense, sweet, of my innocence; « 
Understand the meaning of my innocence , or 
my innocent meaning. L.et' no suspicion of ill 
enter thy mind. John^ok. 

P. X16, 1. 30. Loves takes the meaning, in 

love's conference,"} In the 

conversation of those wh^ are assitred of each 

other's kindness , not suspicion but loue takes 

the meaning. No malevolent intcrpxetation is. to 

be made, but all is to be received in the sense which* 

love can find, and which love can dictate. JoBV^llirt 

The latter line is certainly intelli8[ible as Dr. Jolttt" 

$011 has explaiived u\ \)>l\.^ 1 think* itrequftm A 

flight alteration to maVe \\. CQivv\tcv^<t>^ ^wtSafia^-^jMi 

former. I woviVd xeaA.*. 

„2.oi;# tal^e the w«*nuig ialoxitf* coi^aT««*? 
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ThKt is» Let lovg take the meaning. Tyawhxtt* 

There is no occasion for alteration. The idea 
18 exactly similar to that of St. Fault ,>Love 
thinketh no evil.** Hxi4ZiSir. 

P. 1.17 > 1. 6. Now much heshrew etc.] This * 
wordy of which the etymolo^ is not exactly , 
known, implies a sinister wisk, and means tho ^ 
tame as if she had said »ynow iU be/ail my man* 
ners," etc." Steevkns. 

See Minsheu's etymology of it, w)iich seems to 
be an imprecation or w^ish of such evil to Ofie^ 
as the venomous biting of the 4hr0w mouse. 

ToZiliET. 

P. 117> 1. 33. All t^e power this tharm doth 

owe.; ] i. e. all the power 
it possesses, Steevxns. / 

P. ii8> 1. 9. O, wilt thou darkling leave mef] 
i. e. in the dark. The word is likewise used by 
Milton. STSEV£Tfs. 

P. ii8» 1» 13. — rny grate.l ^J «ujcepi|iblene»8, 
the favour that I can gain. Johnson. 

P. 1x9, U 11. -— till now Wptf ;not to reason;] 
i: e.. do not ripen to it. Ripfif J6n the present 
instance, is a verb. St£Svxks. 
P. 1190 1. la. And touching now the point of 

human skiU,"] i. e. my 
senses being now at the utmost height of perfection. 

Stxevevs. 
P. 119» 1. 13* Reason becomes the marshal to 
. my wiil,'] That is. My will 

now 'follows reason. Johnson. ■ 

P^. 1 19, 1. 27. Gentleness is equivalent to what, 

ill m^d^m Ijfuguage, we should call the spirit of . 

a, gentleman, Percy. .^ 

. P., 120, J. 15. Of all lowc* U jiTV ^.\vactisck«t^ 

snorp. than oxice used by o\iX i.\)lUiox% ^^ % "^^ 
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The Merry Wives €if mntho^, Act U^ cm. 

riii t >* 

,f— to send her your little page, of all loves A 

StsevjkVs* 

p. iftOt 1. 19. In the time of Shakspeare then 
wef e nuuiy companies of players » sometimes ' five 
It the same time, contending for the farowr 4I 
the puciick. Of these some were undoubtedlji 
Tery un«(kilful and very poor, and it is probable 
that the design of this scene was to ridicule then 
ignorance;, and the odd expedients to which thej 
might be driven by the want of proper decora* 
tion. Bottom was perhaps the head of a ri^al 
house, and is therefore honoured with an. ass'i 
head. Johvson. 

F. isi^ 1. 3. By'rlakin, a parlous fear.] ^y.oni 
ladykin, or linle lady, as ifakiiu is a corruption' 
of by my faith, ^ , , 

Parlous is a word corrupted from perilous ^ i. 
e. dangerous. Sfsevens. 

P. 181, 1. 19. — and it shall be written ifi 
eight and six. ] i. e. in ^Ueruate verses of eight 
and six syllables. M^alokk. 

P. iftt. 1/ 53. and fol. There are probably many 
temporary allusions to particular incidents and 
characters scattered through our author's 'pUjs 
.which gave a poignancy to certain passages* while 
the events were recent, and the per^on9 pointed 
at, yet living. — « in the speech now before usv I 
think it ncTt improbable that he meant to allude 
to. a fact which happened in his time^ at an enp 
tertainmeut exhibited before (^iieeu £lizaheth. Ic 
is recorded in a manuscript pollectiou of .^ecdo- 
te», stories, etc. entitled, Merry Passages and 
leasts t. MS. /far/ 6395 •, »tThere wa^ a spectacle 
presented to (^ueen £lizabeth upon the water,. and 

among 
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. t>then • Harr Goldingham was to regre* 
mj^^Jtrion upon the dolphin's backe; but finding; 
|i. voice to be vttyt hoarse and unpleasant, 
f^mt he came to perfoian it, he tears ofF his 
pgtiisey and swears he was none of jiriot§t noc 
V hut even honest Harry Goldingharti s which 
UAt disco verie pleased the queeue better than if 
had gone through in the right wayi -« yet he 
»uld order his voice to an instrument exceeding 
elL" The coUector of these Merry Passages 
pears to have been i>ephew to Sir Roger 
'£strange. Malokx. 

F, 135, ^^B^ 1* Sfoke, in the present instance^ 
^fies a thicket ot furpe-iujh. Steevkns. 
Brake in the west of England is used to expiresi 
large extent of ground overgrown with 'fu|^» 
i4. appears both here and in the next scene to 
invey the same idea. HkivIjXT. 

F. 183 f !• IS. A stranger Pyramns tban ei'er 
ayM here!] I siippose he means in the theatre 
here the piece was acting. Steevbns. < . ' 

P. 123 » 1. ?8. — Juvenal, J i, e. yovttg mtttu 
y, Faisu£, ,,~- the juvenal thy master. *« 

Stxbvzvs* 
7. 134, ^^>( i* A cue, in stage cant, is that last 
ords of the preceding speech , and serves as * a 
Lut to him who is to speak next. Majlovk, 

P. 134, U 13. Through bog, through bush, through 

bf-ake, through brier ;] Here 
'e two syllables wanting. Perhaps « it wat 
Tittf n : 

0,Thrqugh bog, through mire,<* «-• 

The alliteration. evideiuVy T^<^iW3t^% %Q)»ft ^w^-v^ 
fimiiag with a b^ We miii Oojext^o** x^^Vv 
^oz.. III. ' '•'^ 



old form of the lan^ua^e, as an n 
to hunger. So adry 9 for thirUy, 

P. 134, 1. 34. It is plaiu by Bt 
that Siiont mentioned an asd't he 
we should read: 

Snuiit. O Bottom, thou art cha\ 
1 see on theief An ass's head? Joi 

P. 125, 1. 4. The ouiel cock i 
^rstood to be the cock blackbird. 

The- Ouzel diilers froiv the J 
lura'iui; a white crescrnt upon the 
hetidcs rather larger. Sec l^c^iu's 



P. is5» 1. 6. The throstle with h 
It appears from the follo\vin;>;' pat; 
Kcwton'j^ Herball. to the Jiible , y 
the throstle is a distinct bird fr 
y,— - There is also ^lotlier sort of . 



^ , , >« -*»»o Lo uc* luc Cleaning of it. 

Steeve 
i tS6t 1. t\' In the ancicut copies, this, a 
^three preceding ?;^>otch(s , arc given to \ 
ket rolJ^ctively. By the ailvice of Dr. Farii 
Vc o:Viit:rd' a useless repoliiion of — f%and 4 
ch overloailf.l the mcd-iiro. Steevf.ns. 

i«6, 1. 17. Ueioherries strictly and propel 
.he fniit i»f one speoies of wild bramble call 
creeT'iii!; or the Icsstr br.iniMo ; but as ih 
I here amon^ the more delicate fruits , thi 
be tin.2rr<tood 10 mean raspbcnies which a 
of the bri'uMe l.ind. T, H.wn'Klns. 
nvherrit'.s arc goosehtfrries , which are still i 
I in several parts of the hin^'dom. IIenlet 
126, 1. 3 1, yliicl light tliem at tJie Jier 

glow-iuonu's ffyej.'\' lkiio\ 
low Shahppeare, who rommonly derived hi 
ledge of nature from his o-wn «*'• 
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ill c«illii$ the Itimixious part of a glowworm thi 
eye. It is a liberty we take in plain prose; foi 
the point of i^eatest brightness in a furnace ii 
commonly called the eye of It. Dr. Johns os 
might haTe arraigned him with equal proprietj 
for sending his fairies to light their tapers artht 
lire of the glow •worm, which in Hdmlei h< 
terms uneffectualt 

„Tht glow-worm shews the matiii to be near, 

f^And *gius to pale his uncffectual fire^" 

M. Masoh 

7. ift7f 1. 5« A stiuash is an iBunatnre peascod 

• Stsxwns. 

P. 187 • 1. 11., I know your paHenee welli] 
The Oxford edition reads ~> / know your paren- 
ilige welL I beliere the correction ia rigbe. 

JOKNSOK. 

PareniAge Tfras not easily corrupted to patience 
1 fancy, the true word is» passions^ sufferings. 

There is an ancient satirical Poem entitled • 
y^The Poor Man's Passiom t [i* e. suiFcriiigs » ] i 
Poverty's patience.^ Patience and Passions a 
so alike in sound » that a careless transcriber 
compositor might easily have substituted the t 
msrc word for the latter. Faii:»ceb. 

These words are spoken ironically. Accofd 
to tbe opinion prevailing in our author's t 
nnstard waa supposed to excite to chole? 

Perhaps wc should read — ^1 knbw.yo|a;y« 
well.*^ M, Mason. 

P. 127, ^*^ ^* Tfight-ruU in this pl^oc.A' 
seem to mean* what itoLick of the night* 
revelry is going foiwat^'i *tk >i:? 

It appears, from lUe oVa. *Qi*% ^^fJJSa 
feUoiv, ill the tliixd. voVurae oH^x-^w^s-iT' 
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V' I. ■ '^ 

Ancient Snglish Poetry, that it was the omct 

of this wag^sh spirit. ,>to vicwe [or supeviiiteud] 

the night-sports.'* Stsev^itj. 

,T. i2^f 1. 4« Patch was in the old language 
tued as a term of opprohty; perhaps with much 
the same import as we use raggavmlfin , or 
tatterdemalion, JonviOV* 

PucX calls the pUyers, 9,a crew of patches,** 
A common opprobrious term» which prqbahlj 
took its rise from Patch, cardiaal ^Volscy's fool. 
In tlie western coiuuies> cross '-patch is still used 
for perverse^ ilt' naturd JooU T. "Warton. 

The name was rather taXen from the patcWL 
ox py*d coats worn l>y the fools or jesters of 
those times. 

I should suppose patch to be merely a corrup- 
tion of the Italian pazzo, which signiEer^ properly 
a fooU So> in The 'yicr.chant of Venice, Act II. 
sc. ▼. ShylocK says . |^ l^auncelpt ; The patch is 
kind enough; — - after having Just called him^ 
thai fool of Hagar's off' spring, Tyrwhitt. 

F. 1S8» h 0. Barren is dull, uupregnaat, 

STEErEWS. 

P. i98» 1* SB* -Aa >8s's nowl — - A head. Saxon. 

J0HT«S0N. 

. 'f The following receipt for the process tric<^ cu 
Bottom* occurs in Alhertus Magnus de Secretis: 
y,Si Tis quod caput homiius assimiletur capiti 
asini , suxne de seglmiue aselli> et unge hominem 
in capite» et sic apparebit.^ There was a transla- 
tion of this book in Shakspeare*s time. Douc£. 

T. 1S8, i. 14. And forth my mimick comes:] 
Minnock is the reading of the old quarto m and I 
beJieve right, Minnekin » tm>w mVnx ^ \.^ ^ 'b^k.^ 
trimag girl, Minnoch U *^«*^^^'^ ^ -^i«^^ ^ 



fotCK lu a stauiF, not could ihcy liavc d'ii 
(hc'iompi oE Tuck fioiu ihusB of thcii 

'„A ,,«;« Af i« ;,.V kead-fiece ftel 

...-t^nhnc a MiibVcd iVi-r herteli, 

„.-!nd up itc'-.'J' /^ooc H'-bsablin's lu 

„Alat. Ah Ir^iii wai diizy. —' 

..Hohgi-blinjumei. Hahgohlinfret. 
ifjlnd or again he forward tcti, 

„And through tht huihet teram 
„A Etnmp doilt itip him in TiU pa, 
„Vouia fill puor -Hoi upon hii fa. 
„AiU lameiilablr tort hii taje, 

ftAmong ilia briiri and bramhU 



w 
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\|.TiV«m Cfspite* grazaen.*' 8haliftpeaie*s 'Owa. autho- 
lity, however,, w most dpcieitre. See the ccx^clu-* 
,410X1 of the iirst scene of the fourth act : 
.• ytCeme,' my , Queen ». takft hand with me,. 

«»Aud ro£k the ground whereon the&e sleepers be/' 

STX.XV£XfS. 

Honest Begina^d Scott\ says » nOur grandams 
juaides Were wont to set a boll of milke befofe 
Incubus » and his cousin Robin Good - fellow j for 
grinding of malt or mustard « and sweeping the 
house at midnight: and — that he would chafe 
^exceedingly, \i. the maid or ;goo.d wife of, the 
house y having compassion of his nakedness » laid 
anie clothes for liim beesides Lis messe df white 
bread and milker which was his standing fee. 
Por in that case he saith, What have we beref 
Hemtou, hamteu, here will I never more- tx.eadncnr 
I tamp en,** Uiscoverie of Witchcraft, i584» P* ft5- 

. ' .., Ax'SSOir. 

F* >8d» 1* 87. 8^ ipor briers ,.(in/i thorns of 

' tJieir apparel snateh.i 
Soraey. sleeves i some, hatss"] T^exe. if 
th6 like image in Drayton « of Queen IVlab- ftud 
hex fairies Ayiug from Hobgoblin: . - . >v. 

itSoine tore a ruff, and some a gown, 

„*Gainst one another justling f 
9,They fleto about like ekaff i* th* wind, 
,tFor haste some left their majh* behind, 
,,6ome could not stay their .gloves to find» .' 
y,There never wets sueJi bustling,** , 

. JoiiKsoir* 
P. i88r JU»t I. but one. But hast thou yet 

latch' d etc.} Or ioieV^ 
iiick'd ovcii Igeher'i to lick, FioencK. Haj<mk&» 
1j» the ^ouh« U fti£t^&^^ \Q *\nl**^« 
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7. 1S9, 1. 16. Bcin; o*er shoes in Lloody]^' An' 
allanon to the proi^erb^ Over jhoti^^ aver boots, 

' Jotiirsoir. 
F. 1S9, L 84- — x'''^ '>^ jintipedetJ] Dr. Wtr- 
burtoii ^vould reed -— 2' /A' antipeder^ which 
IVIr. Edwards ridicules without mercy. The sUnr- 
adon is certainly not necessary t hut it.ia not so 
iinluclcy» as he imagined. Shirley has the taae 
expression in his Andromanas 

yyTo be a whore f is more unknown to her, 
yy'fhen what is done in Hie antipodes^** 
7. 150.9 1. 6. .7. Durst thou have looked upon 

him, heinff ^aioahe. 
And hast thou kill'd him sleeping f 
brave toneh!'} She meins^ 
Hatit |thou luU'd him sleeping, whom, whoi 
awahe» thou didst not dare to look upon? 

MAiiOm. 
Touch in Shahspcare's time was the same with 
OUT exploit 9 or rather stroke, A brare touch, a 
noble stroke, un grand coup, ulMCcuon wets very 
merry, pleasantly playing both with the shrewd 
touches 0/ many curst boys , and the smail 
discretion of many lewd schoolmasters,** Ascham. 

JOHVSOV. 

A touch anciently signided a trick* In the old. 
black letter story of Howleglas , |it is always used 
in that sense; „ — for at all times he did aone 
mad touch,** Stexvxivs. 

V, 130, 1. 11. «- a mispris'd mood:"] MittaktBt 
so below misprision is mistake. Johnson. 

2\Iood is anger, or perhaps rather in this pllGC» 
capricious fancy, Malons. 

P. 131 , 1. 7. CH^er , ttota %>BLfe Vsi^MBB. ««ir«^ ll 
/i.quently used by oV^ '&xi^>aa\!L >RiAKt^ Vft ^m« 

tf nance. Stkkvilv^* 
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1^ S8S9 ]. 8. Beuring t^e hadge of fait'hf io 

prove iheim irue^J This is 
'widln allusion to the hadget (i. e. fAxnilj crpsis) 
'■aixHiiently worn o^ the slreves of tervunts and 
retainers. Stxxtkivs. 

"' P. is«» 1* 27. TaUrits is the utme of a xauge 
of' nonntains in ^sia. -JSeuvsbv. •• 

T. iS^ fi^^^ 1* S^i^ y<'^i jnust joinf in souh,1 
i. e. join hcardlyf 'iihite iri the tame mind. - 

• * Stbevins. 

I rather hefier^ th^ line should read thus : 
i,But yotk mutt ioin; iU souls , tQ mock me 

Ill is often used fJKtkd, wiekect, Ttawhitt. 

This is a rerj TearanahU conjecture ^ though 
-J think it hardly light. Johnson. 

yve meet Trith this phrase in an old poem hy 
IkebAt Pahoumet « 

,,— 'Men shift their fashions — 
nThty are in souls the same.'* FARMtXA. 

T. 15s # I* i<^* ^0''^ is "ht^tt used for degree or 
ifuality, MAZiONB.* > 

P* i35f '^- 12* *-* «ar^or/3 ii* e. Harrasi, totmem. 

' JOHKSON. 

P. t84« 1. 11.-—- fiery oes «-] Sliahspeare uses 
O for a circle. Stkktekji. 

D'Ewes's Jourmml of i^ueen JEfit€ihetb*s Par* 
liamenis t p. 650 y mentions a i>ateut to mahe 
spgingles and oes of gold ; and I think haberdashert 
call small curtain rings y 0*s, 'as being circular. 

TOLIiXT. 

P. i34» 1. 96. — Of mnd is all forgot? ] Mr. 
Gibbon observes » that in a poem of Gregory 
Naaianzf n on hit o^n life , tL\« ^^xnib \><t^^v&sa^ 
Jines which btiTtt ftom tVie \iftttx> «co3^. *^^^8>k ^^«s*> 
V^gt of iajux«d and lo%t inm^^ac!! > T^^«2sJfis^^ 
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.these.. H^addiS ,,Shakgpcare had never read the 
poems of Gregory NazuKizoii : lie "was iguoraut of 
the Greek Uiiguage; but hie mother toiigue» the 
laugnage p^ ziaturei is the sam^. in Cappadocia and 
in Britain.*' 

Gibbon*8 Uhu VoL III. p. 15, BxxD. 
r. X34> io SS- '.Artifuial is iiageuioiiSy artfuU 

Stskvens. 
V, 155* r?» 2. 3. Two of the^ first, like coau i^ 

heraldry. 
Due. hut to one »- s^nd crowned with one 
crest.^ The Qld copies read 
—• life coats, etc. St£kj|ju»s. 

The true correction oWK^ passage I owe to the 
friendship j^nd commiuiieation of the ingeuions 
Martin Folkes , esq. -— Tw.o of the j^r^^» second^ 
•etc. are terias pccnliar in herqidTy , to distinguish 
l^e dififereiit quarterings of coats* Th£OSAX*o. 

These are, as Theobald observes y terms peculiar 
to • heraldry ; but that observation does not help 
-to explain them. — - £very branch of a family is 
called a hotise; and none Unt the Jirst of the 
first Iioiue can bear ' the arms of the family» 
w^ithont some distinction. Two of the firsts the- 
refore, means /^too coats of the first house, which 
are properly due hut to one, M. Masoi«^. . 

According to^the rules of heraldry, tike first 
house only, (e. g. a father who has a sou liviug^ 
or an • elder brother as disttiugui&hed from a youn- 
ger,) has a ri^hc to bear the family coat. The 
sou's coat is distinguished from the father's by a 
label; the younger brother's from the elder's by a 
mullet. The same (.tc&t is common to both. Uc- 
Icna thfTefoie me*n% x^ %vf , \is»x ^ol^ "«Ld. her 
friend were as c\o*eVt -^tuxt^ t» \avLOck q,yv* ^^m^ 
^8 if they v^exe Uih o| the JvruV^>*«V ^^S.>iwe, 
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I^Jud the pnvilc^e-^.f^M^ hut to one pnrsoii. 
If w lo i him ' o£ the first house;) ihc right of 
mil viie family poat without any distiuguishiug 
i,' 'Malohe. 

, X35^ 1. 31. such an ar^itnent.) Such a 
•9£t of light zuerrimeut^ Johnson. 
137, 1. 16. The canker- bless om^ is. not iii 
place the hlosspm of tlie canker or wild rosct 
cb o'lir author alludes to iu JMucli. ado about 
hin^. Act I. so. iii: 

I had rather be a canker in a hedge » than a 
> ill his grace: tjhut a worm that ]^reys on the 
es or buds of flowers, always be^iniiiDg iu the 
die. Sor in this piay^ Act it. «c iii: 
.Some to hill cankers in the. musk-rose buds.>* 

STEpVJE7»S. 

• X38, 1. 3. I was never curst i] i. e. shrewish 
niischievons. Thus in the old proverbial 

•"gi iiCunt cows have short hoxns.<* 

• %i^f ^* ^V Fond, i. e. foolish. 

ST£EVSNS« 

• X3d» I* 33< Vixen or Jixen primitively sigui- 
a Jemale fox, Ste£V£i«8. 

V ^39 f ^* 4* Vou minimus, of hind'riug knot- 
grass made;] It appears 
ricnot- grass was anciently supposed to prevent 
growth of any animal or chLd. 
'tiat Prince of vcfbo&e and pedantic coxcombs* 
hard Tomdinson, apothecary t iu his traufJ^tiou 
Jicnodaeus his Dispensatory, 1657, i'lforms its 
k knot-grass „is a low Tcpt|tnt hcarb> with 
ic, copious, nodose, aud genicuiated branches/' 
haps no hypochoiidriack is to be fouu^d^ Nwho 
bt not derive his cute ixom. \Yvft "^«>as>^ . ^ 
sizi^c chapter in thU woxk, S»t:-e."S-n'8.>"^> 
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P« i59» U 9. — intend — ] !• «. pretend. 

Stbxvski* 
?• i59> !• 11* To dbx i< t6 pay dear for, to 
suffer. Stekysks. 

P. 139 9 Ust bnt one 1. — xo <^i<i sort.] So 
happen in the issue. JoiiKsox. 

P. 140, 1. 15. — virtuous property, 2 Salntife* 
roue. So he calls, in The Tempest, pouonout 
dewt kicked dew. JouNsoir. 

F. 140, 1. 20. — wsnd,"} u e, go. 

Steztzsi. J 

P, 140, 1. 34, 35. — — — damned spirits allf 

That 2« erosi -ways and fioods^ hdvt 

hurinl , ] i. e. The f hosts 

of self murdcrersy "who are buried in cross-roads; 

axtd of those who being drowned* were coudemued 

{according to the opinion of the ancients) to 

wander for a hundred years, as the rites of sepnl- 

turc had nerer been regulariy bestowed on their 

bodies. That tlie waters were sometimes the place 

of residence for damned spirits, we learn from 

the ancient bl. I. Aomanc* of Syr Eglameure of 

Artoys. Steeteks. 

F. 141 9 1. 6. / with the morning's loue have 

oft rhade sport i'\ How 
such a waggish spirit as the Jihxg of the Fairies ' 
might mahe sport -with an antiquated lover, '*or 
his misiresii in his absence 9 may be easily undef* ■ 
stood. Dr. So'RVf.ov reads with all the modcnt ; 
editors, ,,I with the mornhig light,** etc. ' ' j 

Stbevevs. ! 
'Will not this passage bear a difFcrpnt explanr 
cion? By the Tnornlng's Coue I ap()rcbend Cepbalnii . 
tlie migbty "hxwvxcx ai\^ -^^wssittxxt vA A\cr«rawvH 
intf-ndcd. TYve cotvte^x., ,vK»ftL> >S«^^ •a.Vox^^vcv^*'^ 
seems to 6\io-W tV;.X vV« ^V^^^ ^^'^ '^ «V« 
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\ftiilih . Oherdn boasts he p€rtook yriih the. morn* 
i|p^j lf>v^. Holt White. 

• P, 141, 1. 7 — JO. What the fiiiry Monarch 
meaiu to inform Fuch of, is this. That.hc llfa«. 
not compelled, like meaner spirits # to iranish at 
the first appe'araucc of the dawn. Stketcvs. 

■ P. 142. 1. 22. Ho f hoi ho t ho!"] This exclama« 
tion would have been uttcr'd by Fuck with 
greater propriety , if he -vcre not now playing an 
assumed character, which he, in the present in- 
stance, seems to forget. MaZjONx. 

p. i4a« L 29. Thou shalt buy this dear,] i. e. 
thou shalt dearly -pay for this. Though this is 
sense, {^nd may well enough stand, yet the poet 
pcrliaps wrote thou 4halt .*by it dear. So , in 
another place, thou jhalt aby it. So, JMUton, 
„How dearly I abide thaf boast to vain,** 

JOHKS037« 

P. x43, last L When thou wak^stp 

Thou tak'st 

True dtiU^ht, etc«j| The second 
line would be improved, L think, both in ita 
measure aod construQtiop, if it were written thus: 

When, thou wak'st^ . . , ^ 

See th»u tak'st^ 

True delight, etc. Tyrwhitt. 
P, 144 » ^ ^S* I ^^c HO i^eason why the fourth 
act sho-iild begin here, when there seems lio in- 
terruption of the action. In the old c^uartos of 
1^9* ^y^te is no . divijiou of acts, which seems to 
hfve been afterwards arbitrarily made in the Hcst 
fQl^Of and may thei;eforo be altered at pleasure. 

JOIiNSOV.t 

P. t44, 1. 19. To C07 Is to,%oo\.h%. 1<« fKc^V&. 



2r,« -^^ • iV0TE5 rCf'THK 

p. i-i^i 1. X3?;-^ but 'to help cavalero Cohweb U 
scratch,^ "Without doubt it* shonLl be CAvalero 
Pirns biossofi , a<i for cavalero Cobweb , he had 
just been dispatched upou a x^erilous advcnturb. 

Gret. 
P» i4^> ^» 20. — let us have the tongs and 
'•* the bones. "^ The old rustic 

xnusick of the tongs and key, SraEvEys. 

P. 'i45» last but one 1. Tairies , be gone, and 

be all ways away, ] i. e. 
disperse yourselves, and scout out severally, iu 
your watch,' that danger approach us ^om no 
quarter. TiieobaIiD. 

P. i45» last 1. and P. 146^ 1. 1. 3. 

Ho doth the woodbine , the sweet honeys 

suckle. 
Gently enhvistt -^ the female iv'f so 
Eur tugs the barky fingers, of the elm."] 
What does the woodbine cutwistf The hoiiey 
suckle. But the woodbine &ii<i hon&y- suckle vrcrc, 
till now, but two names for' one and the same 
plant. Florio, in his Italian Dictionary, interprets 
IVlAdre SHon by woodbind' ox honi^ - suckle, "VV'e 
inus«*thereforc find a support fAr the woodbine as 
well as for the ioy, ^ "Which is done by reading 
the lines thus : 

„iSo doth the woodbine, th6 sweet horUy 

stickle, ' 
,,Gentle e'ntwlst the ma^le ; ioy so ' ' 
,,E'nrings 'the barky Juigers ^of the ^W*.** 
The corruption might JiAppcit' b^' the first Mi|ii- 
dercr dropping the p in writiti^ 'tilt? -word mapie, 
which "Word x\\cuce Vc:x.?l^\^ lua^e. A foUowiny 
traus'ril.«'T, totMXu- V?kV«; c?c 'i XvcvV %«vw^ ^^^SSL'^>^ 

and then ViiolvcaUa.s aaw,^*^^ ^ J 



"' MlDSUM^fiffla -NIGHT'S PREAM. •07 

Wffi*- CT^pton reads ; 

I* $f^o doth the woodrine ihe sweet hoHey*- 

::»•?: suckle,** • ... 

ar bark of the -wood. Shakspeare perhaps only 
omt, so the leaves involve the, B&wn , tisin^ 
o6dhine for the phint , and hon^^iickle for the 
ywer; or perhaps ShoXspeare xnadc 'k^blaitder. 

JOHNSOK. 

The thon^ht is Ohancer's. See liis Troilns and 
'esseidet v". 1456. 

What Shakspeare seems to inean> is ^his — ' So 
e wdodiine, i. e. the sweet honey- ruckle, doth 
tntiy entwist the barky finger r if t^e 'eintf- 
td so does the female iuf enrin^ -the same 
igers. It is not unireqtieut iu ihe ^oets, as 
ell as Other writers-j to eicplain biir'WoH. by 
Other which is better known. The 'reason why 
iak«peare thought woodhine wanted lU«i<tr!ition, 
rhaps iii this. In sorot^- cotttities , by woddiine 
woodbind w^iild have been £:eneifilly under- 
>od the ivy, which he had- occasi<)iif to mehtiou' 
the very next lin«. In the' following instance^ 
)in Old I-'ortunatus, 1600', w4>oi(bind is 4ised 
r ivy: 

,,And» as the running xoo6d6ind) spread her 

arms ' 

,,To choak thy w4th*riiig bonghs in her 

embrace." 
And Barrett in his Alvearie,- or Qnadrnple 
ctibiiary» i58(>» enforciis' tiie finme distinction 
It Sbaksprarc thought it- uecef sary to- make t 
ffffooubin that bcareth the 'h^Ht:y- sH^^kleJ* 

• * SrKllVKNS. 

Thi3'^pn08a^e li*# pivcn "rise %o "vvn.<rtL% 'cv>v\.Sw>" 
cs. It i* cer^a^ii^ • tkat tVie -.wooAbiive ■ %sv^ -^^** 
^-'ruckie were ooiiicximc& ^outi^ttt^ ^& ^^£>t- 
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Ycac plantt. In oue o£ Taylor^ poexufy we 
luvo 

oThe woodhifu , primrose » and the cowiUp 

fme, 
,»The honi stickle, aud the dafTadili.*' 

But I thviljc b}VIr. Sti-eveiit's iutcrpretaiion the 
true oue. The |old wriiiers did not always cany 
the auxiliary verb forw.ird^ at Mr. Capcll seemi 
to (uppoic by his alteraiion of enringx to muring. 
So Bishop liOwtli , \i\ his excellent Introduction 
to Grammar^ p. ia6» has witliout reason correct- 
ed a similar passage in onr translation of St* 
^latthew . FAAMEn. 

Were any change necessary « I should not 
scruple to read the weedhind, i. e. smilax: a plant 
that twists round every other that grows in iti 
way. St£xvx>;s. 

In Lord Bacou's Nat, Wit, Experiment 4q6» it 
is observed that there are two kinds ' of „/4oncy 
jueklos, both the woodbiiict and the trefoil.*' i. «• 
the first is a plant that winds about crcc.<f and 
the other is a three • leaved grass. Perhaps these 
are meant in Dr. Farmer's quotation. The distinc 
tioiiy however, may serve to shew why Shakspeate 
and other authors frequently added woodbine, to 
honeysuckle, when ihey mean the plant and 
not the grass, Toi«I«kt. , 

The interpretation of eithtrr Dr. Johnson or IMx. 
Steevens removes ail difEculty, 

. If Dr. Johnson's expUuatiou be right » there 
should be no poiiiL after woodbine, hotiey iuckle^ 
or enrings, ]\tAi.o>'£. 

F» ii^6> fiiTst I. Shales ^eare calls it femmU 
ivyf bcca.ast ix. aVvfv^* x^t^^'a*^ %ran»i vaaiJfM^ 
which i& poeucaVLy : talV*^ Su VxMiJc»>^MS^ 
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^■?*'^h<Migh the ivjr here represents the femala, 
itl|cre i« 9 notwithstanding , an evident reference iu 
Ae words enrings andT fingers , to the r<n^ of 
tlte murriage rite. HenliET. 

In our ancient' marriage ceremony y (or rather, 
perhaps » contract , ) the woman gave the man a 
ling 9 as well as received one from him. 

STBEVE17S. 

p. 146, 1. 16. The eye of a flower is the tech- 
nical term for its center. Steevkns. 

P. 147 , first 1. Dian's hud , is the bud of the 
Agnut Castas, or CJiaste Tree. Cupid's flowerp 
is the Viola tricolor, or JLove in Idleness. 

Steevens. 
P. 147, 1. 25. And bless ft lo all /ai> posterity : J 
We should read : 

,,— - to all far posterity." 
i. e. to the remotest posterity. WAnBraTox. 

■JFiwV posterity is the right reading. 
• In the concluding ^ong, where Oberon blesses 
the nuptial bed , part of his benediction is , that 
the posterity of Theseus shall be fair. 

M. Mas OK. 
P. 147 > i* 23. Sad signifies only grave, sober; 
and is opposed to their dances and revels, which 
were now ended at *the singing of the morning 
lark. So, in T/te Winter's Tale, Act IV: „My 
father and the gentlemen are in sad talk,** 
For grave or serious. Wahbukton. 

' A statute 3 Henry VII. c. xir. directs certain 
offences committed in the King's palace, to be tried 
by twelve Jmd men of the King's ho.ushold. 

BliACKSTONX* 

P. i43, L 5» For now our oBserocUion Vs ^er^ 
d the saOTtung of May. 1 "kiMrw ^t^^^ "tC^^t 
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ShahfpcaTc calls this play y4 JMidsummer Night 
JDremn, when he so carefully iuforms \i8 that 
hdvP^u^^ <>'^ ^^^ wiglit preceding I^aj- day. 

JOHNSO 

The title of this play seems no more iuteud< 
to denote the precipe fime of the action , th 
that of Th£ Winter's Tale; which we find, ^ 
at the season of sheep - shearing. Faraieh. 

The same phrase lias beca used in a font 
scene: 

;,To do observance to a morn of May," 

. I imagine that the title of this play was si 
ge9ted by the time it was lirst introduced on < 
stage) -v\'hich was probably at JMidsummtr* 
Dream for the entertainment of a Midsumn 
ni^ht." Tivei/t?i Night and The ' JVinter's T 
had probably their titles from a similar, circnmstai] 

Maloi 
In Twelfth Night, Act III. sc. iv. Olivia 
serves of Malvolio's seeming frenzy, that it, „i 
very JVIidsitmmer niadness.'* That time of the y 
we may therefore suppose was anciently thou> 
productive of mental vagaries resembling the sch( 
of bhakspearc*s Flay. To ithis circumstance 
Slight have owed its title. £t££V£>'s. 

F. i/fd* ^' 4* Vaward is compounded oft 
tjadiward, the forepart. Steeve-ns. 

P, i48» !• 12. Bearhaiting w^as onoe a diTrn: 
e?icejucd proper for royal pcrsonai^cs , even of 
sofu-r sex. Wlule the Princess Elizabeth remaii 
at i'latCcld hoUi>e, iui<^.er the cnstod|Mf Sir T 
jnas Pope, she '^vas \iAveA\i'^ ^Jvveeu Tilary. 1 
iiejct morning iVv^ev "V»'«t e\\v«ix\.^vat^ '^vCtw v ^ 
«xJiiUitioi\ of fetf,*r2»»UiHS > ^^^^ ^WV». 
Hig/meisc* were rig/u wcU coixtanfc. "^^ 
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**\Bit Thomas Pope, cited by War ton in his Ilistorjr 

'of English Poetry, Vol. II. p. 39 *• St^evens. 

In The fyinter^s Tale Antig<Hiu8 is destroyed 

■by a bear, who is ch<(oed by hunters. Mai.oke. 

Holinshed, with whose histories our poet w^ai 

-well acquainted * says , »>the beare is a beast com- 

■ monlie hunted in the East countrie." 'Sec Vol. !• 

-p. So6; and in p. fia6» he says, , , Alexander at 

vacant time hunted the tiger, the pard, the bore» 

and the beare.** Pliny , Plutarch , etc. mention 

bear- hunting. TurberviUe , in his Book of Hunt' 

ingt has two cliaptcrs on hunting the bear. As 

. the persons mentioned by the poet - are foreigner* 

of the heroic strain, he might perhaps think it 

nobler sport for them to hunt the bear than the 

boar. Shakspeaife must have read the Knight's 

'Tale in Chaucer, wherein are mentioned Thrseus's 

„white alandes , [ grey -hounds,] to huntin at the 

lyon, or the wild bere.** ToLiiET. 

P. 143, i. itf. Chiding in tliis instance means 
only sound, Steevens. 

P. i48» !• io. 60 Jiew'dt] Sir T. Hanmer justly 
remarks, that yZtfu;^ are the large chaps of a deep- 
mo uth'd hound. Arthur Golding uses this word 
in his translation ^f Quid's Metanu)rphosis, 
finiif^hed 1567* a book with which Shakspeare ap- 
pears to haye been well acquainted. The poet is 
describing Actaeon*s hounds , B-. III. p. 34. b. 
i575« .Two of them, like our author's, were of 
Spartan kind-; bred from a Spartan bitch and 'a 
Cretan dog: 

„ — with other twaine, thit had a syre of 

Crete, 
,,A2id dam of Spaxta.*. vowc c>^ ^Ocv«sx ^aS^^^ 

,,Aiid larg^'fieu^dL Vouix^^^ • 
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Sha1(9p«aTe xMntionB Cretan hounds (with Spi 
tan ; afterwards in this speech of Theseus. Ai 
Ovid's translator, Goldin|c« in the same ^escriptio 
has them both in one verse* ibid. p. 34. a. 

yyThis latter was a houndc ^of Crete 9- t 

other was of Spart.'^ 

T. Wa»to 
V, x48* 1* 20. S9 sanded :1 80 marked wi 
amali spots. Johnson. 

Sandy d means of a sandy colour 9 which 
one of th« true denoteiiieuts of a blood - honiKL 

Stxkvxi 
P. 143, last 1. No doubt, they rose up-early/ 

obserue 
The rite of May;] The rite of U 
month was once so universally observed # tl 
even authors thought their works would obtain 
more favourable reception, if published on Ms 
day. 

V, 149* 1. 9 — 11. •— Saint Valentine ii pm 

Begin these wood- birds But to couf 

now f J Alluding to the 

«aying, that birds begin to couple on St. Vak 

tine's day. Stexvkns. 

P. 150, 1. 4. Fair Helena infancy following a 
Taney is here taken for love or affection ^ and 
opposed to fury% as before: 

ftSighs and tears, poor Fancy*8 followerSf** 

Some now call that which a man takes pardt 

lar delight iu, his /o/icy. Flower- fancier , for 

Aorlst, and Irird -fancier, for a lover and food 

«f birds* axe coUoquv&l words. Jounsoit. 

P. 150 f last 1. ylud I houe SQ\u%d. D«tis«(Wi 

Ukc a ieu>e^ 
Mm« oiuit, and not mmj T"*^"^ 
2iad oUvry^e^' x^xK xVvVn^^ :.^ie^^ aA.aiU> 
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Helen* Tipllfii to milhinki ; and tbtn jubjoim, 
■bat Demctriiii was lilie a jeaiel, her own and 
not h« own. He is here., then, compaied to eo- 
meihing which had ibc propei'ty ef apptaiing to 
be one thing when it was 'another. Not the proa 
jiitj sore of > Jewell oi, if you will, of none 
but a falfe one. We ihonld f cad i 

„j1nd I have foMnd Demtirius Ukt a gemell. 

From GemgUui , a twin. Foi Demeltini had 
that iiight acted two such different pans, that the 
could hirdly ihiiili them both I'liyed by one and 
the (ante Demetiiuii but ihai ihere were twin 
SemeiTiiue* like the two Sosijs in the farce. From 
CtmaUui comes the Fiench, Gemeau or Jumeati, 
and io the feminine, Gemrlta or Jumelle; So, in 
Ma^on*! liauslatiQn of The Decameron of. Bot' 
cate -~ „U aaoit troii filler plus igeei que Ui 
maiUi, del queliei let deux qui eitoient jiimellef 



Thi> emendation i< ingenimiB enough to deietrc 

Dr. Wiibiition hag heeii accuted of emninc 
the wold, gemellr bin Diaytoii has it in the pre- 
face to his-iaron-t TVari , „The <f-tadrhi dolh 
never double i or to uie a word of bcraldrif, 
never bringelh foiih gemtli." FajiSieb. 
Agai.. • 

„ — tiuleis they had been all frmelt or 
• coupfcti." STenviHs. 

Helena, I.tbinti, meapt to lay, that havinj^/ounif 
DeiDettiQ« unexpeciedlj , she considt^rd hei ptft- 
perij' in him ai infecuic as A«. TiViafiQ. » -jtow". 
Jiaa hi a Jewel that he \iM |*w.nd te-j <wni»is«*^ 
trbich he luiom no* NvteOurt U« tVi». tti*™. «" 
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'which, therefore may properly enough he called 
his own and not his omn. She.does not say, as 
Dr. Warburton has represented, that Demetrius 
was like a jewel, hut that she had found him, 
like a jewel* etc^ MAitOfCK. 

p. 151 , 1. ^5. A patch' A fool, is a fool in a 
particolour'd coat. Jokvson. 

P. 151, 1. 25* The eye of man hath, not heard, 
the ear of man hath not seen ;. eic] He is here 
hluiideriiig upon the scriptural . passage of jtEye 
hath not seen, .nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man the things,** etc. 1. Cor. 
ii. '9. DofCK. 

P. 152, 1. 17, -r a thing of nought. 1 This Mr. 
Theobald changes with great pomp to a thing of 
naught i i. e. a good for nothing thing. 

Johnson. 

P. 152, 1. 22. T— if our sport had gone fotw^ard, 
we had all been made men. ] In the same sense 
as in The Tempest ^ ,,anjr ,7»onjter in England 
makes a man.** Johnsok. 

P. 15ft > 1. 38* '— six'pence if day, in Pyrw 
jnus, or nothing."] Shakspeare has already ridiculed 
the title-page of Cambyses by Thomas Preston; 
and here he seems to allude to him, or some 
Qthex person who, like him, had been pensioned 
for his dramatic abilities^ Preston acted a part in 
John Ritwise's play of TDido before Queen £liza« 
beth at Camiiridge, in 1564 » and the Queen was 
60 well pleased, that she bestow^cd On hlmi a pen* 
sion of twenty pounds a year, which is little 
jaore than a shilling a day. Steevzns, ^ 
. P. 153, 1. 10. — good sjtrings to your beards,"] 
i. e. to prevent the false beards, which they 
were to wear, from falling- off. Mai*one. 

As no false V^^^^ couV^ V>« ^^xu^ without a 
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ire to fasten it oii^ (and a slender one would 
^'Cllffi.cef) the caution^ of Bottom » considered in 
j^iich a light » is .superfluous. I suspect therefore 
that the good sfringj recommenced by him, were 
Ornamental, or employed to give an air of uovelty 
to the countenances of the performers. 

Stkbtens* 

F. i54> !• 7. The lunatick, the lover, and the 

poet,'] An ingenious mo- 
dem writer supposes that our author had here in 
contemplation Orestes, Mark Antony, and himself;* 
,H)Ut I do not recollect any passage in his works 
that shows him to have been acquainted with the 
story of Agamemnon's son , -— jcelerurn furiit 
agitatus Orestes r and indeed » if even such were 
found, the supposed allusion would still remain 
very problematical. Malone. 

P. 154, 1. g. Are of imagination all compact /] 
i. e. made up of mere imagination. St£ev£NS. 

-P. 154, 1. 11. By „a brow of Egypt" Shakspeare 
means no more than the brow of a gipsy. So 
much for some ingenious modern's ideal CleofuUra, 

Steeve.>s. 

P. ]54» I* 27. And grows to something of 
great constancy ; i. e. consistency » stability, cer- 
tainty. JOUNSOX. 

P. 155 » 1. ^3. By abridgment our author may 
mean a dramatick performance, which crowds the 
events of years into a few hours. It may be 
w^orth w^hilc^ ho-vrever, to observe, that in the 
North the word abatement had the same meaning 
af diversion or amusement, Steetens. 

D^es not abridgentent in the present instance, 
signify amusement to beguile the tedxtk-auv^^s^ <^% 
/>5^ evening f or, in. one "wox^* |>a%i.Vmi«^ 
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P. 155, 1. 17. Thete is a brief, i. e. a ikon < 
account or enumeration. St££vsk8. i 

P. i55t 1- «3. — *« *« ''««^ ^ 

JB^ an Athenian eunuch to the harp."] 
This sterns to imply i more ancient practice of < 
caftraiion for the voice, than can be found in 
opera annals. Buaivet. 

P. 155, 1. 50. 31. !rhe tJirice three Muset 

mourning for the death 
Of learnings Ifite deceas'd in beggary."] 
I do. not know whether it has been before ob- 
served , that Shakspearc here , perhaps , alluded to 
Spenscr*s poem, entitled The Tears of the IMuseSt 
on the neglect and contempt of learning. This piece 
appeared in quarto»'with others 1591. The oldest 
edition of this play now hnowu is dated 1600. 
If Spenser's poem be here intended, may we not 
presume that there is some earlier edition' of this? 
But however, if the allusion be allowed, at least 
it seems to bring the play below 1591 • 

T. 'WARToy. 
P. 155, 1. 8t. Critical, here means criticising, 
censuring, Steevens. 

P. 1^6, ftrst 1. That is, hot ice, and wonderout 

strange snow."] The non- 
sense of this line g^hould be corrected thus : 

,,That is, hot ice, a wondcrous strange show," 

ATahbvaton. 
Mr. Upton reads ». not improbably: 

„And wonderous Mrange black snow," 

JOHVStfV* 

Sir Thomas Hanmex t«3c6L% — ' wonderous seerth' 
htg snow, Mr. Pov« om\Xft Ca.^ "^^^ «?0iXv»\s^. I 
tJiinJk the passage neeaL* tvo Ocv^^w^e. c.y^ >cjMsvaxjk 
tile reraificaiioui iox woadarau* ^^ ^ ^'iv*.'^ 
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mt' ibree , as it is as two syllables. The meaning 
of the line is — I 

,p — hot ice, and snow of cu strange a quality.*' 

St££V£VS. 

As there is no antithesis between strange and 
snoiv , as there, is between hot and irtf, I believ* 
wc should read — • ^^and wouderous strong snow.** 

M. Mason. 
In support of Mr. Mason's conjecture it maj 
be /observed that the words strong and strange 
are often confounded in our old plays. ^ 

Malottx. 
P. 15G1 1. 18. — unbreath*d memoriej'] That 
is* 'luiexercisedf unpractised memories. 

Steevens. 
P. i56> 1. <4« 25* Uuless you can £nd sport ia 

their intents. 

Extremely stretched, and conn'd with 

cruel pain, etc.^ Thus all 

the copies. But as I Know not what it is to 

stretch and* con an intent, I suspect* a line to be 

lost. Johnson. 

To intend and to attend were anciently syno- 
nymous. Of this use several instances are ipveh 
in a udte on the tliird scene of the first ace of 
Othello, Intents therefore 'may be put foir the 
object of their at$cntion. "We still say a person 
is intent €>n his business. STEEyxvs. 

P. ■ iSJt 1. 3* Our sport shall he, to take what 

' they mistake :'\ Voltaire 
says something like this of Louis XIV. who tooX 
a pleasure in seeing his courtiers in confutsioa 
wheji they spoke to him. I am told , however, 
by a wjriier in the Edinhur^h Magaxine > i<«. 
Nov, 2 786, that 1 have ai!.\%tvt^ ^ ^a.>ii3^x'wvv \»r 
stcMd of hunane senumciit x.tj 1\vt%c«k.%» ^sA. -^^ 
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he really means — Tf^e will accept iviin pleeuur§ 
even their blundering attempts, Stk£V£Ns. 

P. i57» !• 4* 5* -^nd what poor duty cannot do, 

Noble respect takes it in f migh^ , not ^ 
merit, ] The sense of this 
passage* as it now stands* if it has any sense, is 
this : IVhat the inability of duty cannot perform, 
regardful generosity receives as an act of abh 
lity, though not of merit. The contrary" is rather 
true: JVhat dutijulneis tries to perform without 
ability, regardful generosity receives cls having 
the merit, though not the power, of complete 
performance. 

We shduld therefore read: 

j4nd what poor duty cannot do, 

Noble respect takes not in might, hut merit, 

JOUNSOF. 

In might, is perhaps an elliptical expression for 
what m,ight have been. St££V£Ics. 

If this passage is 'to stand as it is, the meanin|( 
appears to be this : — ,,and what poor duty -would 
dOf but cannot accomplish,, noble respecc considers 
as it might have been, not as it is.'* 

M. Mason. 
And what dutifulncss tries to perfocxn yriihouc 
ability, regardful generosity reccivfs w^iih compla- 
cency , estimating it not by the actual merit of 
the performance, but by what it might have 
been, were the abilities of the performers equal , 
to their zeal. — > Sucli, I think, is the true inter* 
pretatiou of ihi» passage; for which the reader ii 
indebted partly to Dt, lohuson, and partly to Mr. 
Stecvens, IVlALOVii. 
P. 157, I. ai. — adclre$u"\ 1\ax v^t :**^M* 
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T. i57» 1. 33. Flourish of Trumpets.'] It appears » 
from The GuU Hornbook, by Decider » 1609, that 
the 'pTologiie was anciently- ushex'd in by triinipctf. 
,,Pr€8cut not yourselfe on the stage ( especially at 
a new play) until the quaking prologite hath 
(by rubbing) got cuUor in his cheekesy and is 
ready to give the trumpets their cue that hee*s 
upon point to enter.** St££V£N8. 

P. 153. 1. 7. "Recorder il Lord Racon in his na- 
tural history, cent. iii. sect, sai, speaks of record* 
ers and Antes at the same instant, and says y that 
the recorder hath a less bore, and a greater, above 
and below; and elsew^hrre, cent. ii. sect. 137 > he 
speaks of it as having six holes, in which respect 
it answers to the Tibia minor or Flajolet of Mcr- 
senuus. From all which particulars it should 
seem that the flute and the recorder were diffe- 
rent instruments, and that the laHnr in pro-' 
pricty of speech was no otiier than the Aagelet. 
Hawkins's History 0/ Mustek, Vol. IV. p. 479. 

Reed. 

Shakspeare introduces the same instnunelit in 
Hamlet; and Milton says; 

„To the sound' of soft recofders," 

The recorder is meiuioned in many of the old 
plays. Steevens. 

P. i58> i>8* "^ ^ sound, but not in g<3vermnent.'\ 
That is, not regularly, according to the tune. 

Steevens. 

Hamlet, speaking of a recorder, says, — ,,Govern 

these ventages with your Angers and thumb; give 

it breath wi^h your mouch ; and it will discourse 

xB05t eloquent music.** ■— TYds «x^\aiw& Csxft. tbavol- 

isig of government ia xUU ^*.^^?^» 
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P. 158, !• ^S- lA tl^ place, the folio r i63S» 
exhibits the following prompter's diTection. 
Tawyer with a trumpet he/ore them. 

ST£ST£17S. 

P. 158 > !• *i9* A. burlesque was here intended 
on the frequent recurrence of f,certain*' as a 
bungling rhime in poetry more ancient than the 
age of Shakspeare. Stk£vsns. 

p. *5g, 1. 9. Whereat, Tviih 5lade, with bloody 

blameful ^iade, etc.] Mr. 
Upton rightly obseryes, that' ShaXspeare in this 
line ridicules the- affectation of , beginning many 
words with the same letter. He might hare tc- 
xnaiked the same of 

ffThe raging roeks 
' ftAnd shivering shockiJ* 

Cascoigne, coiUcmporary with our poet» Texnax]ks 
and blames .|^e same affectation. Johxson. 

P. 169* 1* 34* 35* -OffTra. It is the wittiest paxti- 
tion that ever I heard discourse,] Demetrius is re- 
presented as a pun<itcr: I believe the passage 
should be read: This is the wittiest partition, 
that ever I heard in dijcourse. Alluding to the 
many stupid partitions in the argumentative 
writings of the time. Shaltspeare himself » as well 
as his cojptemporaries, uses discourse fo^ reason' 
ings and he htre avails himself of the d(>uble 
sense » as he had done before in the word> partition* 

FAJUtf£A. 

F. i6t» 1. 8* 9* Limander and Helen* are spoken 
by the blundering player, for Leander and Helro. 
Shafalus and Frocrus^ foT Gephalus and Procrit. 

JoHNspy. 

P. l6l, 1. 37. aft* — "w\L«ft. M>aUs ore »<k Mcfd^^ 
10 heur with oiU ujarnirtgA ^>^ ^\\>^.^^t. n».^ 
proverb, „>FaIU ^^ve ear*.- K v.aX\. \^X3a« 



MLDSrM2VtEll- NIGHTS DREAM. 6«x 



f 



ttlmbst any two n€ighhours would 90on be down, 
inrere it to exercise this faci^ty without pxeviout 
tuarning^ Fj^hmer. • 

P. 162 , 1. 5. Here come two noble beasts iii, « 
jnoon and a lion.] I cannot help supposing that 
•we should have it, a moon' calf i The old copies 
Tcad a man : possibly man was the xnar^nal inter* 
pretation of moon ' calf ; and being TiiOTe intelli- 
gible, got into the text. 

The man in ihe moon was no new ^^haracter 
on the stage, and is here introduced in ridicule 
of sxich exhibitions. Ben Jonson in one of his 
masques , caird Isews from the Now World in 
ihM IVLoont makes his Factor doubt of the person 
who brings the intelligence. »,I must see his dog 
at his girdle, and the bush of thorns at his back* 
ere I believe it.'< — * „Those, replies one of the 
beralds, are stale ensigns 0* the stage,'* 

Far2X£:a. 

P. 162 9 1. x6. 17. Then knowy that I, one 

Snug the joiner, am. 
A lion fell, nor else no lion^s dam:"] 
That is, that I am Snug the joiner; and neither a 
lion, nor a lion's dam. Dr. Johnson has justly 
observed in a note on All's well titat ends well, 
that nor in the phraseology of our authoi:*s time- 
ofteii related to two members of a sentence. 

MAIiOVS. ^ 

P. 163, I. 13. 14. He dares not come there for ^ 
the candle: for, you sec, it is already in inuff.^ 
An equivocation. 6.nuff signi&es both the cinder 
of a candle, and hasty auger. Johi«son. 

P. 164, 1, S. To TOOiwa &iftu\&«^ x^i iBactsccsxQCi^.', . 
to teST in pieces, as a cat i«ikx% a. mfiivx&«. 
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P. 164 >1* 26. Thrum is the end or exiremity 
of a weaver** warp ; it is popularly used for very 
course yarn. The maids liow call a mop of jaru 
a thrum mop, "Warneh. ▼ 

F. i64» 1. 37. To quell is to murther, to destroy. 

Steeveks. 

P. i65» 1. 8» —" cJieer.Ji i. e. countenance. 

Steevzns. 

P. 165, I. 26, The character of ThcFcus throughout 
this play is more exalted in its humanity, than its 
greatness. Though some sensible observations oa 
Ufe* and animated descriptions fall from him, as it 
is said of lag^ , you shall taste him more as a 
soldier than as a wit, which is a di^tihctioJi he 
is here striving to deserve, though with little 
success; as in support of his pretensions he never 
rises higher than a pun , and frequently sinks as 
low as a quibble. SxEEV'iENs. 

P. 166, 1. 5. u4nd thus she inoans.'} Mr. Theo- 
bald alters means to moans t but means had 
anciently had. the same signification. Mr. Pinher- 
ton (under the namd of Robert Heron, Esq.) ob- 
serves that it is a common term in the Scotch 
law* signifying to tellt to relate^ to declare ; and 
that petitions to the Lords of session in Scotland, 
run, „To the Lords of council and session hnrably 
mieans and shows your petitioner." Here, how-' 
'^ever, it evidently signifies complains. Bills in 
Chancery begin in a similar manner, „Humbly 
complaining sheweth unto your Lordship," etc. 
The word occurs in an ancient manuscript in my 
own possession : 

„This ender day wen me was wo, 

»,Under' a bugh ther I lay, 
„Naght gale to mene xav: to.** 

So again, in a. very a.tv.c\cvtv. ^c«>\x\&Vl ^wv^t 
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>1 hard aiie may sair xnwmc and meync,** 

BzTsoir. 
/. 1 66, 1. 12. These lilly brows. 

This cherry nose,"] Lily lips are 
hanged to lily hrows for the sake of the rhyme, 
ut this cannot be right: T^iisbe has before cele- 
rated her Pyramus, as 

„LiUy- white of hue.** 
t should be: 

„Thc8e lips lilly, 
„Thi8 nose cherry." 
This mode of position adds not a little to the 
turlesque of the passage. Farmzr. 

P. 167, first 1. — to hear a Bergomask dance,"] 
It Thomas Hanmer observes in his Glossary^ 
hat this is a dance after the manner of the peasants 
<f Bergomatco, a country in Italy, {belonging to 
he Venetians. All the buffoons in Italy affect to 
mitate the ridiculous jargon of that people; ^nd 
rom thence it became also a custom to imitate 
heir manner of dancing. Steevjlns. 

F, 167, 1. 2. — between two of our company P"} 
\.t the conclusion of Beaumont and Fletcher's 
Segear's Bush , there seems to be a sneer at this 
jharacter of Bottom; but I do not very clearly 
lerceive its drift. The beggars have fesolvcd to 
rmbarh for England, and exercise their profession 
here. One of them adds : 

,; — we have a course » — 

„The spirit of Bottom^ is grown bottomless." 

This may mean, that either the pubiick gre\Nr 

ndifferent 10 bard actors, to plays in general, or 

o characters , the humour of which consisted in 

AvndcTs, Stfevevs. 

P- 167, 1. 18. The hta-oj gaVt — \ "v- ^; ^^^ 
fjsage, progress. So, Viv Lovtf« X*abo^u** ^^* 
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4, You must tend the ass upon the "horse, fc 
is iioYf ' gaited,** In another play "we hay 
^,h<faujr ' g aided toads.** Stkevkns. 

P. 167, 1. 24. Now the hungry lion roafs 
has been justly observed by an anonymous y^ 
that» , Damons' this assemblage of familiar cir 
stances attending midnight, either in £nglaq 
its neighbouring kingdoms » Shakspcare w 
never have thought of intermixing the ex< 
idea of the hungry lion refusing , which ca 
heard no nearer than in the desarts ^of Africa 
he had not read iu the 104th Psalm : ,^1 
makest darkness that it may be night, whereij 
the beasts of the forest do laovt ; the lions r 
ing after their prey, do seek their meat from G 

P. 167, 1. 25. jind the wolf behowls the mo 
In the old copies : ,|And the wolf heholds 
moon.** As 'tis the design of these line: 
characterize the animals, as they present themsc 
at the hour of midnight; and as the wolf is 
justly characterised by saying he beholds 
moon, which other beasts of prey, then aw 
do : and as the sounds these animals make at 
season, seem also intended to be represented, I a 
no question but the poet wrote: 

„And the wolf behowls the ntoon/^ 

For so the wolf is e^^actly characterized, 
being his peculiar property to howl at the m 
.(^Behowlf as hemoan, beseem f and an hun* 
others.) Warburtok. ' 

The alteration is better than the original r 
ing ; but perhaps the author meant only to 
that the wolf gazej at the moon. JoHN$oNr. 

I think, ,,Now the wolf behowls the tooi 
Wis the original text* *IVift s^u^ioa it freq^ue 
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l|Mt*ftitli ill the," works of our author and hi» 
coutemporarieg. >»*Tis like the howUng of Irish 
wolves agaiiist the moon/* says he»' in his Aj You 
Z^ike It; and Massinger, in his New Way to pay 
old DebtSf makes an usurer feel oulj 
y,-«- as the-7noon is mov'd 
,,When wolves with hunger pin*d, howl at 

her brightness." Farmer. 
The word heholdf was in the time of Shakspcare 
frequently written behoulds (as» I suppose, it was \ 
then pronoiHiced,) •— which probably occatsioned 
the mistake. Maloits. 
P. 167, 1. 47. — fordone. "l i. c* overcome. 

' STSSVSNt* 

P. 163 » 1. XI* 19. / am seni, with hroonn 

"before^ 
I0 sweep the dujt behind the door.^ 
Cleanliness is always necessary- to invite the resi* 
deuce and the favour of fairies ; 

These make our fiirls their slutVry rue, 
3y pinching them both blaek and bluet 
And put a penny in their shoe 

The ho^se for cleanly sweeping. Drayton. 

Johnson; 

To sweep the dust behind the door, is a com* 

m.on expression, and a rommoti practice in large 

aid houses ( where the doors of halls and galleries 

are thrown backward ^ and seldom or ever shut. 

Farmer. 
P. 163 1 1. 15. Through this house give glim- 

m-ering light,"] IVIilton per* 
hap» had this picture in his thoufcht: 

And glowing epibers dhrough the. room , 

Teach light to counter J eit a g,loonv« W'^^wwt^v^. 
I think it should be Tc\d.*. 

Tkroughjhi* hm*m^ in gliitiri»erl>ts ^^S*^ ^^«»^'** 
v^or.. III. ° "^^ 
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P. xf>8, last but one 1. ThU 8peec1i» Wl 
tb€ old quartos give to Obcron , is in tl 
of x6t3t and in all the following, print 
song. ^I have restored it to Oberon, at 
rently contains not the blessing which h 
to bestow on the bed, but his dedaratioi 
^Ul bless it, and his orders to the fairief 
perform the necessary rites. But wheT< 
the song? — I am afraid it is gone al 
other things of greater value. The trutl 
two songs are lost. The series of the 
this; aft/r the speech of Puch, Oberon ei 
calls his fairies to a souj^, which soHg 
xently wanting in all the copies. Ncx 
leads another song, which is indeed lost 
former, though the editors have endeav 
find it. Then Oberon dismisses his fairii 
dec^patch of the ceremonies. 

The songs , I suppoi^e were lost , beca 
''were not inserted in the players' parts, fro 
the drama was printed. Johksok. 

P. i69» 1. 1. a. To the best bride -bed 

irhich by us shall bU 

"Wt learn from ,,Article3 ordered by K 

VIL for the Regulation of his Hoaseh«! 

this ceremony was observed at the Mai 

a Princess. „ — All men at her commi] 

bee voided, except woemen, till shee bee 

to her bedd; and the man both; he ti 

his bcdd ii) his shirte , with a gpwue oa 

him. Then the Bishoppe, with the Ch 

fo come in, and hlesse the heddt thea er 

to avoide without aivy ^xvvkkftv •«▼• tl 

0it;ites, if they Vmc, imvleV^. y. \^v V 

P. 169, 1. 9- — VvaxcAi^.-\ ^tix% 5«R«x 

Ten seems t« Uave A>c<i\\ ^o m'^wax ws 
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aumerotis .were the charms applied for its pre* 
Vention. The following; laight l>e as efficacious as 
any of the nst. ^If a womauwith chyide ^hav« 
her smocke tlyt at the neatlier cnde or skyrc 
thereof, etc. the tame chyide that she then gocth 
withally shall he safe from having a cloven ox 
hare lippe,** Thomas I^iipton*$ Fourth Book of 
Notable Thinges, 4to. hi. 1. Stsxveks. 

P. 169, 1. 10. Prodigious has here its primitivt 
signification of portentous, St££V£Ns. 

P. 169* h i4' £ver fairy take his gaitf"] i. e. 
take his way 9 or direct his steps,' Stekvxns. 

By gatiff I believe is meant, the door of each 
. chamber. M. Mas ok. 

P. 26^9 1. $2^ If we have unearned luck] i. e. 
if we have better fortune than we have deserved* 

STEEVaifS. 

p. i69> 1. 33. Now to *J€ape the serpent*s tongue$1 
That is 9 if we be dismissed without hisses. 

P. 170, 1. 5. Give me your hands,"] That is. 
Clap your hands. Give us your applause. 

Johns ox. 
P. 170, last 1. 'Wild and fantastical as this play 
i9> all the parts in their various modes are well 
written, and pve the kind of pleasure which the^ 
author designed. Fairies in his time w^ere much 
in fashion i common tradition had made them fa* 
*xniliar, and Spenser's poem had made them grtat. 

' JOUNbOK. 

See p. 111. and the Note. 

Dr. Warburton, whose ingenuity and acmenesa 
have been long admired, is now, 1 believe, pretty 
generally thoilght to Viave %Otli^ Votl^^ ^^*£«^ -^waiv. 
ouly what mo other pQi^^u. viw^ c««i^'b*?^^'^^'^*^ 



able to discover* Ltirwhat, in reiili&y, 
his own playfni imagination, did not \ 
ticifm is a talieman, which has, on mor 
occasion , dispelled the illusions of d 
magician. I shall not dispute, that, b 
vejtat, Shakspeare intended a coin[ 
Queen Elizabeth, who, I am wiliinj^ 
at the age of frixiy eight, w^as no les* 9, 
htauti/ul ; but whether any other part 1 
speech have an allciKoricai meaning OT i; 
sune, in direct opposition to Dr. Wasi 
cont«nd that it agrees "with 4ny other 1 
with Mary Queen- of Scots. The ^,1 
satire and panegyrick" I shall examiiu 
only wish t6 hnow, for the present* wh 
have been ^inconvenient for the authc 
openly^* in ,,dispraisc" of the Scotish 
he meant to please „tbe imperial vot 
incense could have be«n half so grati 
blackest calumny. But , it seems , „he: 
would not forgive her satirist.*^ 'Who 
her ' ,,succe«sQr<* ^hen this) play was 
Mary's son, James/ I am prrvuaded tha 
'Warburtou been better read in the hisoi 
times » he would not have fouind t]»as 
succession quite so certain, at that peri 
have prevented Shakspeare, who was by 
the redncd speculatist he would indu 
suppose, from gratifying the ,,fair vet 
seiuiments so agreeable to her. Ho-wcv< 
poet has so well marked out every dist 
circumstance of her life and character 
beautiful allegory, as will leave no rowi 
about his eecict meaning," lYvttt \% ^isl 
contTOvetsy. For» tlaau^Vv x\i^ m«m» 
covTBTdiy, false and iiiiamou^* 1«*^ 
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couched under an allegory, ■which* while pers[n« 
cuoiis as glass to Elizabeth, wonld have become 
opake as a imil- stone to her successor, Shakspeare, 
lying as snug as hit own Ariel iu a cowslip's 
bell, would have had no reason to apprehend 
any ill consequences from it, Now, though our 
speculative bard might not be able to fo^e^ee the 
sagacity of the Scotish King in smelling out a 
plot, a% I believe it was some years after that he 
gave any proof of his excellence that way , he 
conld not but have heard of his being an admi- 
rable witch •finder; and, surely, the skill requisite 
to detect a witch must he sufficient to dcvelope 
an allegory; so that 1 must needs qtiestion the 
propriety of the compliment here paid to the 
poet's prudence. Queen Mary ,,is called a Mer* 
maid', 1. to denote her reign over a kingdoni 
sittiate in the sea.« In that respect at least Eliza- 
beth was as much a mermaid as herself* „And 2. 
her beauty and intemperate lust; for as Elizabeth 
for her chastity is called a Vestal, this unfortunate 
lady, on a contrary account, is called a Tnermaid.** 
All this is as false as it is foolish : The mermaid 
was never the emblem of lust ; nor was the „gentle 
Shakspeare" of a character or disposition to have 
insulted the memory of a murdered Princess by so 
infamous a charge. The reosi abandoned libelcTi^ 
cveo iiiichanaii himself, never accused her of 
^imemperate lust;** and it is pretty well under- 
stood at present that» if either of these ladies 
. were remarkable for her purity, it was not Qtieen 
Elizabeth. ,,3. An ancient story may be supposed 
to be here' alluded to ; the Euipewir Julian tells 
ns that the ^imns ("wVacYi vfVv\L iS2k. Cba tc^v^^^^vx^ 
poeiB are mermaid*) couieueL^^ ^^^ Y^^c.^^^'^vxc^ 
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KWKj their wings /< Can any thing- be moitt x\iA 
culous? Mermaids are half women and hal 
fulies i where then are their wings ? or what poi 
sible use could they make* of them if they hai 
any? The Sirens which Julian speaks of wcr 
partly women and parily birds g so that »»the pol 
lusion/* as good-man Dtill hath it» by no mean 
,,holds in the exchange.*' »Tke quarrels betweei 
Alary and Kli:fiabeth had the same caiue and th 
same issue.*' That is , tliej contended for prco 
denoyy and Ulizabcth overcoming took away th 
others wittgi. The secret of their contest fa 
precedency should seem to hare been confined t 
Dr. Warburton: It would be in vain to enquii 
after it in the . history of tlie time. The ^^ucei 
of Scots, indeed, jQew for refuge to her treacheroii 
rivals (who is here again the mermaid o£ the alh 
gory, alluring to destruction, by her songs fl 
fair speechc},) and wearing, it should seem, like 
cherubim, her wings on her neck, Eliz^beth^ wh 
"Was determined she should Ay no more, in hf 
eagerness to tear them away, happened iuadvei 
tendly to take off her head. The situation of th 
poet's mermaid , on a dolphin's buck , „evidentl; 
marks out that distinguishing circumstante i 
Mary's forttnie, her marriage with the dauphm Q 
France. *< A mcTmaid -would seem to have but 
straugely aukward seat on the back of a dolphin 
but that, to be sure, ib the poet's affair., and nc 
tlie commentator's: the latter, however, is certainl 
anfiw^erable for placing a ^^iicen on the back ( 
hrr husband: a very extraordinary situation on 
would think I fox a m^rcicd lady; and of wkic 
I only recollect a sin^Ve va&x.?a\<i<i ^ \\\ \Js^fc <:,<«tMD^Q 
print of „a poox in^^i. Vo^^l^^ ^^»Ni^ ^saa^ 
iHcrmaids arc s\ipB0*c3k. vo %Vs^> \a.>>xSwo* d^ 
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Mnd hannonioui hrecUJi snixst in this iustance to 
•nit the allegory, allude to ,,thope gT«<it xbilides 
of griiiuB and leamitif ,*• which reDdcred (,)aeen 
Mary ^the nio^t accomplished Frinceis of her afe." 
This compliment could not fail of being highly 
agreeable to the ,yfair VeFtal/* ,^y the rude sea 
is nMOxit Scotland incir^Ud with tfu ocean, which 
rose lip in arms against the regent^ while she 
[Mary] was in France. But her return home 
quieted these disorders: and had not her strange 
ill conduct afterwards more yiolently iuAaMied 
them, she migl^ have passed her whole life iu 
peace.** Dr. "Warburton whose skill in geogtaphy* 
seems to match his knowledge of history and 
acuteness iu allegory, must be allowed the sole 
merit of discoveriug Scotland to be an island. 
But, as to the disorders of that country being 
quieted by tlie Queen's return, it appears from 
history to be full as peaceable before as it is at 
any time after that event. "Whether, in the revival 
or continuance of these disorders, she, or her 
ideot husband, or fanatical subjects were most to 
blame, is a point upon which doctors still differ; 
but, it is evident, that, if the enchanting song of 
the commentators mermaid civilized the rude sea 
for a time, is was only to render it, in an instant, 
more boisterous than ever ; those groat abilities 
of genius and learning, which rendered her the 
most accomplished Filnccss of her age, not availing 
her among a parcel of ferocious and enthusiastic 
barbarilns, ^vhom even the l}rre of Orpheus had 
in vain warbled to humanize. Brantome, who 
accompanyed her, says she was welcomed home 
by a mob of hve ox fi.x huadx^d. xa^\sw>.^>\&^ 
who, in discord with the mo%\. WLtt\1i^^^» Hsv's.nx^- 
xaemsp sung psalms QTfVusib. i^"ft '^^^ va:^^'^^ ^"^ 
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.T 'Window: ttBe! addi 

;/ re^pi pour ja nuit ! <' 

.•re is great justness aod 

.8 the Tiilii^ar opuiion u» 

siufss in ttorms.** »»Thit 

pcTMUaded» i> peouliar to 

tor } afl » if the mermaid is 

it is in calrrtst which pre- 

rceive no proi>riGty in call- 

of the Norihrrn EarU the 

, unless in so far as it was 

ihe professed. But this per- 

;tionable part of a chimerical 

be poet himself had no ideai 

menlator» to whose creative 

^itieiicc, seems to have very 

iu telling us it is »tOU( of 

I conceive > perfectly ground- 

iViTSON. 

u Thibd Volums. 
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